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3 Ifyou walke in minc Ordinances, and keeps 
my Commendements,and doe them. 


4 I will ſend you raine in due feaſon, & the Land 
hall yecld her increaſc, and the Trees of ihe Field 
(all gine their fruite, 

13 Anadifyou will not for theſe things obey me, 
then will I puniſh you ſcucntimes more, according 
to your finnes, 

19 And 1 will breake the pride of your power, 


and I will make your Heanen as Iron, and your 
Earth az Brafle. F p 


20 And your ſtrength ſhall be ſpent in vaine;nei- 
ther ſhall your Land giue her 4 neither (hall 
the Trees ofthe land giue their fruite, 
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ſhipfull & worthy Patron of good 


Learning,S.Henrie P.erre-pont Knight, 
one of bis eMateſties Iuſtices of the 


Peacein the County of Nottingham, 
| W.W. Muniſter of the word of Goa * 
at Preftuvold in Leiceſlersbire with» 


eth the rich bleſsinges of 
\ God,crrerna”,internall, 
- and cxerwall, 
4 


MIR: When the Tabernacle was 
IM brilded by Moſes for the wor- 
ſoup and ſernice of God, Every 
3 onc brought tuch as toy Excdi25.3; 
# had, ſome more, ſome leſſe 3 4;546:7. 
| ſome better, ſome worſe ;, and all was neceſ«rie 
for the Worke : Exenſo, for the building of Gods 
(hurch, enery ene ſhould bring ſuch as they 
haze, according to the abilitie which the Lord of 
the Houſe hath ginen unto thens, to profit with- 
all; and therefore I( though the leaſt of the Apo- 
fles children ) doe held; my ſelf: bornd to dee 
ſomething, for Pauls W oc tts- light Upan mee, 
If Ipreach not 7 PRE ; ; aſſuring my 1.Cor,g.16, 


2 ſelfe, 
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1Cor.4.18, are ſopſſed 2p,that t 
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The Epiſtle 
felfe, that the Maiſter of the Worke will accept 
of my poore ſernice, as our Sauiour Chr:ſt 1d of 


Luk.z1.2.3, the Widcows Mite caſt into the treatury. 


Thnow very well (right Worſoipfull)that ſome 
vey ſcorne, ſo much as to 
affoord their eyes to read, or their eares to heare 
the THINGS or words of any but onely ſuch a are 
excellent, and emment for Learning and Elo- 
quence : notwithſtanding experience teacheth, 
that men of meaner Giftes, and ( for their Lear- 
ming )not worthy to carry the Bookes of the Lear- 
_— aſter them, doe ſometimes ſheake as effectu- 
ally te the Conſciences of the (ountry people, as 
thoſe whom th: Lord hath graced and mtruſtcd 
with many Talents: Neither doe I doubt, but as 
the Apeſile ſpeakes of Almes, ſo in this ation. 
It firſt there be a willing minde, it is accep- 
ted according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not. Now the 
ſpecidll canſe of my preſu = to preſent this 
poore Paprr-giſt into your hands ariſmg not one- 
ly cnet nf that chriſtian and reciprocall lone that [ 
be-are to your per/on, becauſe you frnour Lear- 
nix C& louethem that arc Learned{ ſothat.as 
it we; ance tritly ſaid of ine houſe of that rerew- 
: - 4 ard blefſ-d Vert 7j God H enTI« late Earle 
of tluntingron L Pre{tent of Y orke that it 
ws in his tire 2 Sentinerie for the Cleargie) ſo 
if 


Dedicatorie. 


reept | it may as truly be reported, and paſſe for currant, 
dof | that your Houſe (moſt noble Knight) Tſpeake be» 
ry. | fore God without flatterie,is not onely a Nurſery 
ome | for poore Schollers, but al/o arefuge and recep- 
s to || facie for all faythfull, painefull, and godly CMi- 
rare  miſters,and your ſelfe a Sword and Shield,to your 
are | pelle, for them: But alſo for th: many and vn- 
Elo- | deſerned kindneſſes and fanonrs, which ( by the 
th, | blefens of G od) Thane found flowing from you 
ear- | wp0n/o ſmall acquaintance and that your meere 
-ar- | bounti» without the leaſt deſert of mine © which if 
Tre I fpould buris m oblixtion, or drowne in the river 
as | Lethe, / might inſtly be condemned of ingrati- 
ted | trde with the nine Leapers, and accounted (as Luk 17.17: 


tas Ouid ſpeaker) Tellurts inutile pondus, not 


on, | worthy to ininy the common ayre, becauſe, Un- 
-p- gratinn {1 dixecris, omnia dixitti. When [ 
wot was drinen toa non plus what courſe tatake for 


the the preferring of that young Impe, my Somns, to 
his the Viuerſitie, it pleaſed God (who worketh all 
ne= | for the beſt to thoſe that are his) ts make youthe 
tT bleſſed inſtrument of no le(ſe comfort unto mee, 


oy then the Angel w.t to Hagar in the Wilderneſſe. Gen.t.15., 
4 | eAnd when | heard that it pleaſed you to 16, 
We take a good liking of him, berng a Scholler neeve 
-le to your houſe in Nottingham,and upon my firſt 
it acquaintance with you,commenaed him, not only 
(o $0 mee,but allo tathat good Knight $. William / 

it eA 3 Skipwith, 


The Epiſtle. 


Skipwith,who was his Godfather, and of whons 
q __ the Comryhath now @ great loſſe, I was raui- 
D+45*7 Hed with no le(ſe ion then was old lacob, when 
he ſaw the Chariots which his Sonne loſeph 
had ſent to carry him into Egipt. For what 
greater earthly comfort to a Father, then to ſee 
and heare his Child accepted of and commended, 
by thoſe that are wiſe learned, end in place of go- 
rernment, and antheritie . To knit vp all mn 4 
word,my eſpecial deſire w, that it may pleaſe you 
fo accept of ny ſimple ſernice herein, and to take | 
Tbs pooye offering with like affeftion as that fa- | 
mous Artaxerxcs did the Water which a poore 
wan brought him in the hollow of his hand:which 
favour, if [ may find at your Worſhips hand: (as 
{ cannot doubt but it will eaſily be found) then 
| ſhall I account my ſelfe thrice happy. Thus, be» 
' ſeeching the Almighty to multiply his bleſtinges 
| 
1 


1 
, 
-y 


on you, and yours, with increaſe of Worſhip in 
thes life, perfeition of Honoxr and Glory int ”e 
| life tocome,} commit you to the proteftin of hins. 
[ who newer leaweth hit. Preſtwold, Inne. 20. 
: 1612, 


Your Worſhips in Chriſt to be 


commanded during lite, 


Willam Weird. 
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Hoſea. 4. veſe. 1,2, 3. 
, H Nw the word of the Lord ye children 
racl, for the Lord hath a Controwerſie with 
Re the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe there i no 


Pl 
_ truth, nor mercie, nor knowledge of God in the 
ch Land. 

hy 2. By Swearing,and Lying and Killing and 
<a Stealing, and Whoaring, they breaks out, and 


Blood toucheth Blood. 

3- Therefore ſhall the Land mourne, and 
ewery one that dwels therem ſhall be cut off, with 
the Beaſtes of the Field, and with the Fomles of 
the Heawen: and alſo the Fiſher of the Sea, 


ſhallbe taken away. 


He Lord by the Miniſteric and 
ſeruice of he Prophet Hoſea, la- 
boured the ſpace of Threeſcore 


| and ten yearcs,to draw the pea- 
ple te repentance; but they notwithitan- 


ding grew worſcand worſe, fo that net- 
A 4 ther 
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ther Mercies,nor Iudgments, threatnings, 
nor promiſes, could winne them, nor 
workevpon them : Therefore the Pro- 
phet Hoſea giueth them ouer, and leaueth 
them to Gods Iudgements. Ot this Scrip- 
ture thereare foure parts, 

1. Firſt, an Inditement or Citation of 
the people to appeare before the Lord :; 
Heare the Word. cc. 

2. Thc watter of the Inditement or 
Citation,in theſe words : The Lord hath a 
Controuerſie.efc. 

3- The cauſe of the Controuerſie: Same. 

4. Iudgementagainſt them : Therefore 
the Land ſhall mourne.C*c. 

In che inditement, or Citation. 

1, Heſtirrcth vp the people to atten- 
tion ; Heare. 

2. Hee ſetteth downe three Reaſons 
wherefore they ſhould beattentiue. 

1. Becauſert is the Word of the Lord, 
that they ſhould heare. 

2. Becauſe they werethe people of 7/- 
rael,that ſhould heareit. 

3- Becauſe the Word belonged vnto 
them. 

In the.matter of the Inditcment hee 
ſheweth, 
| 1. Who 


Inditement. 2 


17. Whoisthe Plaintiffe, viz. The Lord. 

2. Whoarethe Defendants : The [nha- 
bitants ofthe Land. 

T he cauſe of the Inditement or Contro- 
ucrſie,is Sinne : whichis of two ſorts; 

$ Sinnes of Omiſs10n, for dutics omit- 
ted. 

2, Sinnes of Commiſsion,for wicked- 
neſle committed, 

Their Sinncs are amplified by a me- 
taphore of breaking out, as a violent 
ſtreame. 

Laſtly, in the third verſc hee proccedes 
to Judgement, whichis fuſt ſet downe a- 
gainſt the people, in theſe words : The 
Lana ſhall mourne, and enery one that awelles 
therein ſhall be cut off.Secondly more amply 


extending to the dumbe creatures,in theſe 


words: With the Beaſts ofthe field, Cc. 

Let vs firſt conſider of the coherence 
of the ſcripture with that which went be- 
fore. 

In the laſt verſe of the former chapter, 
the Lord by his Prophet ſpeaketh com- 
fortablethings voto them; now 18 theſe 
words, he threatneth theme. 

The Miniſters of the word may hence 
learne of the Prophet Hoſea, To mingle Pro» 
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Elay.8.21, 
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Fays. 
Marth.1 I, 


21.28, 


Mark,z.r7, 


Plalyot «I. 


ched 


V1, 


4 LA Sinners 
miſes with [+ parry. 4s Mercy with Indge- 
ment : the Lord threatneth the pleople 
with Iudgments, but he comforteth them 
with the promiſe of the Meſriah . Chriſt de» 
nounceth Curſes, oe to thee Corazin z; Woe 
to thee Bethſaida: but verſe 28. hee giueth 
comfort z Come? vnto mze all yee that trauaile 
and be heavie loaden, and I will refreſh you : 
yea, the very names of ſome of Chriſtes 
Apoſtles,doe teach thus much . Some arc 
called Boanerger, Sonnes of Thunder:but Bar- 
n«bzs was the ſonne of Comfort. My ſong 
( faith David) ſhallbe of CMercie and Indge- 
ment. 

The reaſon hereof is this, becauſe Mer- 
cie without [ud gement, leads men to pre- 
ſumption and Iludgement without Mer- 
cie, driues men to deſperation : tzerefore 
Promiſes and Threatnings in a Criſtian 
proportion, according to the occaſion, 
ſhould be mingled togeather. 

This ſhou!d teach the Miniſters to be 
diſcreete,and to preach Mercy to whom 


Mercy appertaineth; and Iudgements | 


to them that are hardned. We ſhould (as 


good Stewards) gtue euery one that por- | 


tion which is fit for him: When wee [ce 


finne abound, and the hand of God ftret- 
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ched foorth to puniſh the people, wee 
ſhould not then preach Peace vnto them, 
buttell them, and tell them againe, that 7be 
Lord hath a controwerſie with themy and Ex- 
cept they repent, they ſhall allperiſh. 

ys ne the Miniſters ought 
to preach to the people both Iudgements 
and Mercy, they alſo(the people I meane) 
ſhould vie Wiſedome in applying them 
both, to themſelues. The impenitent (in- 
ner, may not promiſe the Mercy of God 
to bimſclfe which ke hath nothing to doe 
withall z neither ſhould the penitent fin- 
ner trouble himſelfe with Gods Judge» 
ments. 

If thou doeſt truely repent thee of thy 
linnes, then Gods Mercy belongeth to 
thee, thou mayeſt ſay truely, thou haſt no- 
thing to doe with Gods Iudgements : But 
if thou heareſt the Iudgements of God 
pronounced againſt thoſe fannes whereof 
thou art guiltie,and doeſt not apply thoſe 
—_— to thy ſelfe, but departeſt in 


| thy finnes, and blefleſt thy ſeltc in them 


with an bardned heart, the promiſe of 


Gods Mercy belongs notto thee ; It the Deur.19.18 
Chilarens Bread, It ts aot for ſwcn Swine aa ach 15 25 


Dogs 4s thoa art. 


Thirdly, 


be « wy . | ——— - - 8 n 


6 CA Sinners 


Thirdly, cucry one may heere examine 
himſclfe, what good either the Promiſes 
J or Threatnings of God (ſo often denoun- 
f \ ced by the Miniſters for finne)haue done, 
or what they haue preuayled with vs? Are 
we not (for the molt part) like the people 
of ?/-acl, whom neither the Promiſes nor 
Threatnings of God could moue to re- 
peatance and amendm:nt? And though 
the Lord affli&t ys from top to toe with 
new alfliftions, as with Plague, Peſti- 
lence, firange Sickneſles, and vaſcaſona- 
ble Weather yet wefall away daily, and 
grow worſe & worle, We are thoſe Fooles 
l whom Salomon (pcaketh of : Though the 
 \| Pro, 37, 22, Lora doe bray vs ( as it were ina Morter )with 
F.T0 ene Ajjlttion after an other, yet are we ſo wed- 
ded to Wicks4neſſe,that leaue it we cannos. 


Conlcicnce, and (ce what good theſe Af- 
flitions haue wroughtvpon vs. Happi- 
ly, ſome may promite amendment ot life, 
like Pharas, while Gods hat:d was heauy 
vpn him; but whenthe ſtorme is ouer- 
blowen, then they fall againe to their old 


_— ao 


ſhould the Lord doe with ſuch a people 


as weare, whom ncgther his Mercics, nor | 


; Judge- 


Let vs euery one then ſearch his owne | 


by as,as bad as cuer they ywere, What then | 


! be ſtubborne againſt our heavenly Fa- 


$ Promiſes, but not his Iudgements . Felx 
{ couldnot abide to heare of Iudgement, 


Ingitement. 7 


Indgements, can worke _ ? What 

ſhould a Carpender doe with a peece of 

Wood that will ſervero no vſc in the buil- + 

ding, but caſt it intothe fire? The Law of 

God by Moſes was, that, /f any man bad a Dear.21.t, 
Sonne that were ſiubborn: and diſovedient which 

woula not harkenmo the voyce of his Father, 

wor the woyce of his Mother ;, and though they 

chaſtened him, he would not obey them, then his 

Father aud Mother ſhould take him, and bring 

bim out unto the Elders of his ( itie, and vnte 

the Gate of the place where he dwelt, and fnould 

ſay tothe Elders of his (tie, This our Sonne uu 
ſtubborne «nd diſobedient, and hee will not obey P 
err admonition : hee t; a Royotor, and a Drun- 

hard. Then all the men of his Citie ſhall ſtone | 
him with Stones unto death. The Lord God ) 
is our Father, weare his Children; if wee 


ther, ſo asneither his Mercies nor Iudge- 

ments delivered by his Miniſters, are of \ 

vs regarded, what ſhall the Lord doe with 

vs, but caſt vs off to deſtrution? \ 
Fourthly , they are heere xeprooued 

which can be contented to heare Gods 


AQA.14 a8 


Baltbaſer ſecing Gods Iudgemerts, could Dan. s.s. 
not p 
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not hold a ioynt of him ſtill. And this is 
that which maketh the Miniſters of the 
Goſpell often to be hated amongſt bad | 
menz Oh(ſay they) he hath nothing bue 
Iudgements in his mouth.So was the Pro- |. 
phet Micha hated of wicked King efhab: | 


1Kintzs, 1}, 1. him, I never heard good from him. Ahab © 


was a bad man, and therefore the Prophet 
of God could not propheſie good of him. 
We arc hated of bad men, becauſe we rip 
vp their finnes , Shall weſec God haue a 
controuerſic with you for your finnes, 
and we flatter youin your finnes? Rather 
acknowledge it a bleſsing of God, that 
you hauc ſuch Miniſters ascan and dare 
tell you that the Lord hath a Controuerſie 
with you . And thus much concerning F 
the coherence of this Scripture, with that þ 
which went before in the laſt verſe of the 
former Chapter. 

Heare the Word of the Lord, The Prophet 
ſirreth them vp to heare the Word. When 
we cometoteach, we ſhould ſtirre vp the 

cople to attention. As God in giuing the 


Dear.5.14 LY obſerued this ſlile: Heare the Word of . 


the Lord. So did alſo the Prophets . Heare 


Efay.1a0, the Word of the Lord, Hearken to the Law of 
Icre.13:5. o#7r God. Heare,and gine care, be not proud ; for 


8c 


'C 
'C 
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" the Lord hath ſpoken it. And Chriſt ſaith, He 


hat hath ear; to beare,let him heare. Let him Math-13 9, 
that hath an care heare what the Spirit [peaketh Ap0.2,19, 
to the (bwrcbes., 

The Miniſters ſheuld ſtirre vp the peo- 


ple to attention : Firſt, for their owne 


* food, and ſecondly for the good of the 


people. It is a chearefull thing to ſeethe 
zople attentiue, When Chrift preached, 
The eye: of all that were in the Simagogue, were Luke 4.10, 
aftned on him, But when the Minſter ſceth 
he hearers not attentiue, it isa cooling to 
is ſpirit. When the people would not 
zcarethe Prophet Eſa, he ſpeaks to Hea- 
and Earth. Secondly, we thould ſtirrc Elay 13. 
p the people to attention for their owne 
00d, becauſe they ſhal reape no prophet, 
nleſſe they be attentive. Dull we arc and 
Irowſic by nature,and therefore had need 
o be ſtirred vp to attention. 
Let vs then make Conſcience to heare 
e Word of the Lord attentiuely. If you 
cecle dulneſle, Nirre vp your ſclues. Be 
Iwift to heare, God hath giuen vs cares 
totto the end that wee ſhould take de- 
ightto heare filthy thinges, nor to heare 
pick-thankes,and male-bates, which for 
peece of Bread and Cheeſe, or a pot of 
Beere, 


P wo _ - 


#1 | 


1.Theſaz. 


Luk.r.70. 


Mar 4109, 20, 


Gall. 1.10. 
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Beereto carry lyes & tales to ſet yariance 
among neighboursz but that wee ſhould 
incline our eares to heare what the Lord 
ſpeaketh to vs by his Miniſters, whether 
Promiſes, or Threatnings : neither is it 
enough tolend him our cares, but we muſt 
heare with attention, feare, reuerence, and 
careto praiſe that which we heare. 
The firſt reaſon whereforethe Prophet 
Nirreth them vp to attention is, becauſe 
it is the word of the Lord which he would 
have them to heare. We ſhould heare the 
Word of the Lord attentiuely, becauſe its 
the Word of the Lord, for the Words ſake, 
Not as the Word of Men, but as it is in deed the 
Word of God. Wee ({peakefrom God; God 
ſpeaketh to his Church by his Miniſters : 
Hee ſpake by the month of his holy Prophets, 
And his Apoſtles : It i not yee that ſpeake 
(faith Chriſt) but the ſpirit of your Father 
which ſpeaketh in yow. Though the tongue © 
a mortall man wagge, the matter is from 
Gods owne mouth ; and though finfull 
mans l1ppes mooue, yetit 1s the Word off. 
the huing God, Wee muſt heare the Word 
with attention,for the Words ſake; Becauſe 
it ss the Word of the Lord, This ſerueth to re- 
prooue them which heare the Word, = 
Ir 


Inditement, {1 


for the words ſake, becauſe itis the word 
of the Lord but for his ſake that ſpake it, 
If they like of the Preacher, why then 
J they like of the Sermon, thea he ſpake 
well.Ifhe be a Kinſman, a Friend, a man 
of Authoritie, or a Stranger, he bearcth 
away (for the molt part)the applauſe of 
the people : But if they affe& not the 
het Preacher,then they like not of his Ser- 
aſe} mons. If he beapoore man, then heis 
df of lefle account; hee is but a poore man, 
he} no matter what hee ſpeaks. But Gods 
tis} children ſhould notreſpe che manthat 
-« | ſpeaketh, but hearchim with reuerence, 
hh and accept the Word fer the Wordes 
»df| fake,becauſe itis the Word ofthe Lord, 
The ſecond reaſon wherefore he ftir- 
reth them vp to keare the Word of the 
he Lordis, becauſe they were the Children 
of Iſrael. We ſhould heare the Word of 
the Lord with attention, an41 obedience, 
becauſe we arethe [nheritaunceof God. 
ll Heare my Dottrine, O my people. Wee are of 


Ty that is not of God, heareth vr not. The Pro- 
ſe phet then calling them the Children of 
Ijracl, putteth them in minde as Chriſt 


Aren, 


God , hee that knoweth God, heareth vs © hee 14103.4.6, 


doth the /exzs. If you were Abrahans chil» toh.8.39, 
B. 


od 


r 
” 


Toh, 8. 47- 
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dren, ye would doe the werkes of Abraham. 
This, & ſuch like high titles co be called, 
The children of ]ſrael, Abraham: children, 
children of God, (hriſtans &c. ſhould in» 
courage vsto neare the word attcntiue- 
ly,to belciue it, and yeild obedience to it. 
Hence they are 1uftly to be 1cproued, 
which would be called the people of 
God, Gods ehildren, Chriſtians 6. And 
yet make no conſcience to heare the 
word of the Lord, much leſſe to pradtiſe 
itin their life, and conuerſation ; If thou 
haue no care to heare the word of God 
with attention, and to make praQtiſe of the 
it in the courſe of thy life, thou artnot the 
of God : He that is of God, heareth Gods he: 
words : ye therefore heare them not, becauſe ye ©? 
are not of God, 1] am of God therfore | will $2: 
heare Gods word, and will labour to liue 


according to his word, am a Chriſtian, the 
therefore I will frame my (elfe to live the of 
life of a chriſtian, and follow the ſteps of -- 


my Maiſter Chriſt, of whom 1am called 
a Chriſtian. We ſhould hearethe word Þ *F 
of the Lord with attention, and ob«cdi- 
ence, becauſe wee arc Chriſtians. $3 
T hirdly, that he might the better per- 
{wade them to attention, hetcis (hem, 
It 
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it belongs to them : The iudgement, the 
quarrel}, the Inditment 1s againſt you, 
ereforelooke you to it, ye Children 
of Iſrael. When the Lord by his Pro- 
phets or miniſters doth deliuer his word 
to the people, what 1s ſpoken before 
them, is ſpoken to them, whether com- 
fort or threatnings . What the Miniſter 
ſpcakes before the people, is ſpoken to 
« people, and ment of them, This 1s 
prooucd by the end of ſending the Pro- 
hers : the Lord ſend them not to (mire 
the Ayer,but the Heart,not to ſpeake to 
the abſent, but ro the preſent. They that 
hearc the word of God ſhould apply it 
to their conſciences, for their amend- 
ment, cucry one ſaying to himſelfe, this 
is ſpoken of me, this is ment of me; now 
the ſpirit of God knockes at the doore 
ofmy heart, if now | open and receaue 
ſuch a blefled gueſt, happy am { that e- 
uerI was borne: but if now I omit this 
oportunite, who can tel whether the like 
occalion will eucr be offered ro me a- 
gaine. But the coinmon fort of people 
caanot abide thisz Nay it they doe but 
conteCture that what 1s ſpoken touch. 
eth tacm, then they ſpight and __ 
2% ene 


\Jem.1z, to deftroycit, David ſayd, [tir 7 that have 
, =. fad, it 1 7 that hae done wickedly. We ft 
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the ſpeaker,or elſe poſt it ouer as ſpoken 
to others; notwithſtanding Gods child. 
ren doe vnbowell their hearts, and poſ- Þ 
ſefle their ſouls with euery ſentence that 
the miniſter ſpeaketh; they have a fecl- ſc 
hng of their finnes, & therfore perſwade i 
themſelues that Gods 1udgments belon 

te them, as did Daxid, when the Ange 

ſtreched out his hand towards ITeruſalem 


muſt not poſt over Gods iudgments as 
done to others, we muſt account the fin 
reprehended to be ours, & Gods iudge- 
ments to belong to vs, our ſinnes haue 
deſerucd worſe, ifindgement ſhould be 
extended, 

Secondly, as you muſt apply whotis 
ſpoken to your ſclues for your amend- | 
ment : ſo wee that are the miniſters of 
the word, may heere learne of the Pro- 
pher Hoſea notto balke the people with 
whom wee hauc to deale, norto flatter | 2 
them in their fins, but to ſpeake to their Þb; 
conſciences as the prophet here doth, 
Heare the word of ths Lora yee children of 1/- 
raell. We muſt apply our words to the ff 
people that ſtand before vs, that they & 

may 
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may know it belengs to them. While 
athar (pake by parables, Dawid ynder- 
ſtood him not, till it was applyed to his 
on\cience.Except we make applicati- 
pn of our Do&rine,and the people take 
it as ſpoken to their good, we may aſwel 
ſpecake to the Pillars of the Church, as 
to the people in the Church: for as a Pla- 
ſter lapt vpinaBox and put intoa mans 
Pocket, healeth not his (oare, vnleſlc it 
x applyedtoit: ſothe Word of God 
cureth not the Maladies of our Soules, 
except it be clapt cloſe to the corrupted 
onſcience. And thus much conceraing 
he Inditement. 


Now followeth the matter of the In- 
litement.7he Lord hath a Controzerſie with 
the Inhabitants of the Land. 
Two things herein I note(as is afore- | 
fayd.) 
x Whois thePlaintiffc, viz The Lord, 
2 Who arcthe Defendants, The Inha- 
wants of the land. 
The Prophet had cryed out againſt 
their (innes many yeares, and could doe 
no good : hee ſaw they were vacurable 


and therefore hee puts the matter into 
3 Gods 


- 
P * SEE ” ous 
F 


Gen, 6, 3, 
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Gods hands. 

Wien the people areſo hardned in 
their finnes that the Preachers of the 
word candoe no good on them, they 
may ſpend their voyce, their bodies, 
their wittes, and all in yaine: then the 
Lord will plead his owne cauſc. When 
Neah could doe no good among the 
people, God then tooke the matter into 
his owne hand. <A ſpirit (ſayth he) 
foall not alway ſtrine with man, becauſe he 
i but fleſh, Lot laboured in the Lords 
bufinefle among the Sodomites, 1n cal- 
ling themto repentance, but when Lot 
could doe 'no good, God pleaded his 
owne cauſe among them, with Fire and 
Brimſtone. God in mercy hath callcd 
vs many yeeres to repentance by his 
Miniſters, but (alas) you ſec many arc 
ſo hardned in their ſinnes, that wee can 
doe no good with them, and therefore 
the rl beginneth totake the matter 


into his owne hand 1, and to plead his 
owne cauſe, by plague and peſtilence, 
and by ſending ſuch vnſcaſonable wea- 

ther amongſt vs. 
This ſeructh to terrifie the contem- 
ners oi the word, who having ſolong 
difpilcd 


” 0 - 0 
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deſpiſed the voyce of Gods Miniſters 
areto lookefor nothing but the thun- 
dring voyce of God from heaucn, and 
the heany ſound of his Iudgements. | 

'The Lord hath a controucrfic with 
the Inhabitants of the Land. God is 
the plantiffte, hee will trie an ation 
with the Inhabitants of the Land, and 
he will proceed in Iudgement with good 
aduiſe. 

God puniſheth not but with diligent 
ſearch ofthe matter. 7willgoe downe now .. , 
and ſee whether they hane done altogeather 
according to that cry which is come wnto 
mee; if not, that I may kyow, What needs 
all this? whatneeds God to goe downe 
and (ce? God fulfils all things. This is 
ſpoken to our capacity, he proceeds to 
Judgment iuſtly, he hath cauſe to doe 
it, he is iuſt in all his wayecs, and holy 
in all his workes, yea, he is Iuſtice 1 
ſelfe. He is juſt in executing vengeance 
on the vniuſt, he ſpared not the Angels, 
nor his owne people the 'lewes, nor 
Jeruſalem his owne Citty, hee hath not 
ſpared his deareſt children, as David, 
and others, but as they fell, ſo they 
felt the heauy hand ofthis ludgements 

againſt 


$,21, 


Gen.3:. 


Gen gz.19, 
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againſt them, 

When God is Plaintiffe, and hath a 
Controuecrſic with any people, hee pro- 
ceeds in Iudgement with ſuch lnbice, 
that the very Conſciences of the Defen- 
dants cannot but confeſle that they are 
ſtly puniſhed. God is notlikethe yo- 
mercitull Rich men of this World, who 
when they are Þlaintiffes, and bauve a 


Controuerſie with any inferiortothem- | 


ſcluesin wealth and power,for the moſt 
part,they labour to weary them out with 
yniuſt ſutes, ſo as the poore man muſt ci- 
ther looſe his right, or ſpend thatporti- 
on that God hath giucn him,in maintai- 
ning his right,co the vtter vndoing, and 
moon of himſelfe his wite and 
children for ever. 

God procecdes againſt the Wicked 


inftly. When men hauc greateſt mercics | 


& bleſsings beſtowed on them, & abuſe 
them, God in wſtice, executes greateſt 
puniſhments on them. The Serpent was the 


moſt wiſe and ſubtile Beaſt z but when hee | 


abuſed his Wiſedome, hee was aceurſed 

aboue all other Beaſtes. The place of S9- 

dom was a fruitefull Valley,compared to 

the Garden Edes; but when they = 
C 
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ſed the bleſsings of God, where before it 
was a moſt pleaſantplace, and fruitful, 
God ſent ſuch puniſhment vpon them, 
that it became a place moſt odious, no 
Beaſt, Foule, nor Fiſh is able te abide in 
it. /Jeruſal:m was the place of Gods wor- 
ſhip, and the /ews Gods people : But 
when they abuſed Gods bleſsings, they 
were deftroyed, and their Temple made 


| a heape of Stones. Dixes abuſed Gods 


guifts in delicate Farez but at laſt, hee 


would haue been glad of A drop of Water Luk.16.24. 


to coole bis tongue. The prodigall Sonne, 
who wantonly waſtcd his Childes part 
with Drunkenneſle, Rioting,& Whore- 
dome, (like our Englifh Spend-thrittes) 


was intheendplad to bea Swine-heard, Luk.15as. 


and fare as the Swine fed. 
T his ſerueth for our inſtrution.God 


| # hathdealtmore mercifully with ys, then 


with any Nation vnder heauen; we haue 
had health, peace, and plenty : but wee 


| haucabuſcd themall, and therefore itis 


aiuſt thing with God, to proceed as 
Plainriffe againſt vs : neither doth he vs 
any wrong, if he turne our Health into 
Sicknefle,our Peace into Warre,and our 
Plenty into Want; our fines hauc _— 
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deſeruedit, Ireportmeeto your owne þ 
knowledge, how plentifully God hath | 


bleſied vs with the Fruites of the Earth 


from yearetoyeare; ſo that the Vallics 
ſtand ſo thicke with Corne, that they 


Pfal.65.14, laaughand lang, as David (ſpeakes . But 


(alas) how doe wee abuſe, and imbezell 
thoſcrich bleſsings of God? 

And therefore God may in iuſftice 
deale with vs, as hee did with the Noble 


z.Reg,7.2, man in the famine of Samaria, Who 


when E//pa propheſied that within 
foure and twenty howes, their Famine 
ſhould berelicucd with Plenty; He an- 
{wered : Thowgh the Lord would make Win- 
dewes in the Heauen,could this thing come to 
paſſe?El/htareplicd: Behold, tho ſhalt ſee it 
with thize eyes, but thou ſhalt not eate thereof. 
So(l ſay) God may iuſtly deale with vs, 
for abuſing the Fruites of the Earth : 
Wee ſee a plentifull Harueſt on the 
Ground, but God may (for our ſinnes) 
ſo continue this vnſcaſonable Weather, 
thar,though we ſee greatplenty,and arc 
readic to reape it, yet except God in 
mercie-looke ypon vs, wee ſhall nei- 
ther cate it, nor intoy it. GOD may 
iuftly deale with vs, as with the 1/rachres, 

| the 
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{ the Lord gaue them aboundaunce of Num.n1.% 
{| Quailes, but withall he ſcnt Leanencflc 33s 


into their Soulesz and while the Meate 
was yet in their mouthes, the heauie 
Wrath of GOD fell vpom them. So Plal7V.gh, 
though God haue ſcent aboundance of 


| Corne vpon the ground, hee may ivſtly 
(for our abuſing of it to wantonneſle 


and exceſle) ſo curſeit vnto vs, that it 
may neuecr doe ys good; and it is an 
heauie Iudgement of God, when (for 
our finne ) hee turneth his Bleſsinges 
into Curſes vnto vs: And executeth 
Vengeance in thoſe thinges that ſhould Mal. 2 
bee Bleſsinges vnto vs. The Raine is 
a Bleſsing of GOD, which hee promi- 


# ſeth to his Seruants, to make the carth Leuiti26.+ 


fruitfull. Among other Blcſ{singes to 
his people, the Lord promiſeth ro open 
The Heanen, to gine them Rame in due ſea- Deut, 23.4% 


ſon: tor withoutR aine, the- Earth would 


be altogeather barren, and vnfruitfull: 


|{ Buthow heauica [udgementis it, when 


(30d, becauſe of finne, turneth his Bleſ- 
ainges into Curſes, and deftroyeth the 
Fruites of the earth, with immoderate 
and too much Raine. 


TT his hould teach vs to 1wflific God 


1B 
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in his iudgments, he neuer puniſheth | 
butinſUy, and our conſcicnces witncfle 
againſt ys,that we haue deſcrued worſe: 
let vs not thinke with 7ob, that our pu- 
niſhment is greater then our ſin, theugh 
Gods hand in puniſhing beeheauy and 
his iudgments great and greeuous, he 
hath cauſe to docit, hee is wſt in all his 
wayes , and holy inall his workes. 

And ſeeing God can turne his blef. 
ingsinto curſes, as aiuſt reward of onr 
finne, let vs acknowledge the power of 
God,andlet ys hate finne, which 1s cauſe 
of his Iudgements vpon vs. And if wee 
would hauc his heauy hand remooued, 
wee mult firſt remooue our finnes : if 
wee continue in our wickedneſle, and 
heape ſinne vpon ſinne, Gods hand wdl- 
be ſtretched out ſtill,to heape ludgment 
ypon ludgment, and proſecute his ſuite 
againſt ys, till he kaue deſtroyed vs : but 
if wee would hauc God let his (ute fall, 
and be at one with vs, we muſt turne 
eucry one from his euill way, and then 
God will turnc his indgments from vs. 

The Lord hath a controuerſie with the inha- 
bitants of the Land. If the Lord haue a con« 
trouerlie or quarrell with a Kingdorme, 
conntry, 
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Country, or people,#ho it able to fandin Plal.y0.g 
bis fight when hee is angry? As ,Iſthe Lordbe Rata.8gt 
0” —_— can be againſt vs : Soit the 
Lord haue a controucrhie with vs, what 
creature ſhalbe able to ſtand for ys? | 
Nay, if God be againſt ys, nothing in ( 
| hcaucn,norin carth can do vs any good, 
but will be ready to execute Gods yen- 
geance on Vs. Lonks how many crea- 
tures God hath in heauen,carth, and hell, 
* | ſo many meanes hehathto puniſh vs, or 
\ Þ vtterly to deſtroy vs, if becauſe of our 
{ finnes he bee atoddes with vs, or haue a 
= againſt vs. He can as cafily ſend 
! ſtrangeplagues and diſcaſes among vs, 
” as in former times hee hath done: hee , 
} Can arme all his creatures againſt vs, Hee 
is the Lord of Hoſtes. He Fath the An- 
els in heauen, men, and all creatures on | 
theearth, and all the diuels inhell, athis 2 
beck to puniſh and deſtroy. He hath the 
| Sunne, Moone, Starres, Fire, Water, 
' Ayre,Earth,to take vengeanceon vs for 
; ourſinnes, In Noah his time, the droppes Gen,z.c5. 
| ofRaine were Gods Armie, to deſtroy 
the firſt World. Fire was his Hoſt to de- 
ſtroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Hailc-ſtones, —_— 
' and Snow, Frogges, Flics, Lice, and all 4 : 
' Crea* Ioſ.1o.n. 
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creatures are Gods army,and when God 
ſends them foorthto puniſh, though in 
thcir kind they be as weake as Water (as 
wee ſay in the Prouerbe) yet God can 
make them ſtrong, and able to deſtroy 
whele Countries and Kingdomes. God 
hauing a Controuerſie with Pharas,and 
the Egiptians: Exo.8.6.16.Heſent not out 
Legions of Angels againſt them, neither 
did hee leauy an Army of Footmen and 
Horſemen againſt them but he ſent out 
an Hoſt of —_— & other his wea- 


keſt creatures, and theſe were confeffcd 


to be the Finger of God, and were able F 


to bring downeall the pride of Pharaoh, 


and the Egiptians, When God had a con- |} 


trouerſie with the Philitims, becauſe they 
had deſtroyed the people, taken away 


the Arke of God, and bleſſed their Idols 
for the vitory,the Lord ſentamultitude Þ 


of Micetodeftroy their Land, So alſo, 
when the Lord had a quarrell with King 
Hered, becauſe he ſtretched out his hand 
to vex certaine of the Church, had killed 
James, and put Pcter in priſon, God ſent 


A&1z 1,2, an Angell to ſmite himy He was eaten with 


3s, 


Wormes,and gawe yp the ghoſt. read of one 
Hatto, {ſometimes Biſhop of CMenrs in 


Germany, 
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G ,who in time of dearth, khauing 

=_ ore of Corne, would not _—__ 
rth for therelicte of the people, but 
ſuffered the Rattes to eate it z wherefore 
God 1n his vengeance, raiſed vp ſuck a 
multitude of Rats about him, thatthey 
made him toflee from houſe to houſe, to 
ſaue his life z andatlaſt, hauing a ſtrong 
Tower in the middeſt of the great Riucr 
Rhene, which yet remaincth to this day, 
hee fledde thither, as to his Ultimuwm re- 
Hom ; Put the Ratres, like Gods yali- 
ant Armie, ſwamme after him thyther 
| alſo,and there denoured him: and there- 
iforcitis called the Rattes Tower to this 
day. Let vs take heed how wepronoke 
{God to wrath, or cauſc him to be at Va- 
riance with vs becauſe of our linnes, 
ſecing he hath all Creatures at his becke 
ito puniſh vs; and can arme the weakeſt 
zof them, with ſtrength, to execute his 
wrath vp6 vizhe can ſcatter vs as Chaffe 
before the winde, he can tread vs vnder 
MFoote, as Clay in theStreetes : hee can 
ake the ſmaleſt Vermine to be our de- 
rvuion, and the leaſt Duſt ro be our 
cath, The murther of Habellay fo hea- 

uy vpon the conſcience of Kan, that it Gengule 
| made 
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made him ſtand in feareof euery Crea- 


ture thatmet him, or ouertooke him : [f 
then wee would be at peace with the 
Creatures, and find that peace in our 
ſclues which paſleth all vnderſtanding, 
we muſt firſt labour to be at peace with 
God, let him haue no controuerfie with 
vs,for finne; and then wee need not to 
ſtand in fearc of the Creatures: If God 
be om our fide, who can be againſt ys ? 
He will make the Stones of the fi-ld to be at 4 
league with 15,and the Beaſts of the field to be 
at peace with vs. | 
The Lord hath a (ontrouerſfie with the In- 
babitants of the Land. The people had 
long abuſed the patience,and long ſuffe- 
ring of God ; and after many admoniti- 
ons and warninges giuen, would not be 
reclaynicd, and therefore the Lord now 
lets them vnderſtand by the Prophet, 
that he will beare with them ng longer,' 
but will try an ation with the himſelfe. 


It is the manner of God, to threaten | 


and give warning, before he puniſh, that 


men may hauc time to aduiſe themſclues 


to repent, or elſc to {tand ynexcuſableyj P1; 


before God : for though Gods Bow be 
alwayes bcat, and his Arrowes ready 
| with- 
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within his quiver to ſhoot; yet ſeldome 
ſmites he, but firſt giveth warning pec- 


ces of his wrata. G14 gane warainz 


to the wicked world, in the dayes of Gen,6ega 
Neah,an hundred and twenty yeares be- 


, fore hee executed vengeance oa them, 


God bare with the abhomination of (/a- Genar5.13;! 
naar, foure hundred yeare. God (uffeced 
the //raclits in their ſtanes, fourty yeares, 
Vertues were wrought in Corazin and pſ:lgs 10! 
Bethſaida before the Woes fell on them. 
Hee that had the bigerce in his Vine- Math,u,, 
yard, came'yeere by yeare, the ſpace of 
three yeares, & foughttruitetheron, and 
tound gone; then he ſaid, Cut it downe, cule.14.6; ' 
why keepeth it the ground barren, but 7.89. -, 
vpon iatreaty he ſuffered it to grow the 
fourch yeare, and he cauſed it tobe dig- 
gcd and manured, ſtill exp:Qting frulte. 
et vs take heede we abule not thelon 
ſuffering of Godzhath the Lord oleadeT 
his cavle from heauen amongſt vs,by gi. 
uing vs warning of his wrath ? Hath he 
te{tfi:d icby dearth, tcareful thundrings 
from Hc:auen, vnſecaſonable Weather, 
Plague and Peſtilence in blood, Doth he 
yetiſend vs warning peeces of his wrath, 


and correRt ys 11 mercic? Let vs hot 
« abuſe 
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abuſe his long-fuffering any longer, 
ler his mercifull patience lead vs'to 
repentaunce, ud not harden vs in 
Roma.4, our finnes, Hee is flow to wrath, hee 
would not the death of ſinners, but ra. 
ther that they ſhould repent and liue, 

Hee laboureth to wooe vs,and winne vs f 

| 


Ezec4z3.1x, £0 repentance : Why will yee die,O yee houſe[\ th 
of [[racl oeemg I haxe no pleaſure tm the death 
of him that dieth, ((aith the Lord.) Let vs 7 hi 
not then (1 fay againe) abuſe his long 
ſuffering any further, becauſe we know 
not whether he will yet giue vs the ſpace}; 11 
of one yeare, onemoneth, or ſomuch azÞ a 
one day more for Repentance. Examinef) at 
thy ſelfe, in the feare of God, I aduiſe 7 C| 
thee. Haſt thou lived an cuilllife ? Haue 7 gy 
thy finnes ſet God at variance with thee, ® ic 
and cauſed him to enter ſute againſt thee? J pe 
Hath God notwithſtanding forborne /} ſe 
and ſuffered thee many yeares in thy '! o4 
finnes ? thinke not therfore that God |. n1; 
regards not thy ſinnes becauſe he doth |; t, 
not preſently puniſh theez heis flowto \ Py 
wrath,and prone to mercy. How many | my, 
old hipocrits, old whore-mongers and ? no 
whores, old drunkards, vſurers, blaſ- 2 th, 


phemous ſwearers, &c. arc at this __ | tre 
this : 


c 
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;&, f) this Chriſtian world growing old in fin, 
'tof as they wax aged in yeares, whom God 
ng hath forborne, and ſuffered a;long time 
hee in their abhominations. God dealeth 
ri-B not alwayes with whore-mongers, as 


ue. with Zimri and Cozbic;, Whom he de- Num.2 5, 


'vty, ftroyed, even as they were committing 
ff their falthyneſſe. Nor with hipocrits, as 
at 


4; with Ananiar and Saphira, vpon whom | 
hee inflited ſodaine deſtruQion : and AS*5 
ng therefore let no limme of Sathan thinke 
OW |7 thus with himſelfe, ſo many yceeres haye 
ace}; Tiued an afulterer,adrunkard,a vſurer, 
1 a3Þ acontemner of Gods word, &c. Many 
ne!) atime hane Lrecciued the Sacrament of 
1ſt 7 Chriſt his precious body & bloud with- 
we 7 out preparation, without due examina- 
cc, | tionof my ſelfe, ormakeing any diffe- 
ee? 7 rence of theLords body; yet liuc,and [ 
ne 7 ſee God proſpereth mee,as well as many 
hy ©! others,that make the matter agreatdeale 
od \. more goodly then my ſelfe, &c.But I ſay 
th f: tothee (and not T, but the Lord) Be not 
toY deceined, God is not mocked ; whatſorner 4 Gal.6.7+ 
ny ? manſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reape. God 1s 
nd | not alwayes a word and a blew, but for 


Vs. 


af. * the moſt part, he ſuffereth the wicked to 
n # treaſure vp linne, as vſurers vic to coffer 


my C 2. vp 


-—o_—_ 
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vp their Gold and Silver, till their bagge 


of their Iniquity be ſealed vp, till their ' 


66.247. finnes cry for yengeance in the cares of 

God, as the fannes of Sodom and Babi/on. 

Gen.13.,zo God long forbare the world in Noah his 

| tiwe; but at laſt, hee paicd them home 

s.. Withawitnefle, Hee fuffered the Jewer 

Fqad.z. many yeares in theirſinnesz butatlaſt, 
he made an hand with them. 

Letno manthen (I ſay againe) ſecure 
himſelfein finne, becauſe God deferreth 
his puniſhments. Qaod differtir non au- 

, fertwrr, When all is done, a day will come 
s that will pay for all, & asit is in the com- 
mon prouerbe, The pitcher goeth ſo long to 


the water, that it commeth broken home at | 


4 Gen-3.9+ J/aft. Though e Adam for a time hid him- 
ſelfe among the Trees of the Garden, 
yetat lengeh God brought himto light. 
And though he { offered Sodoms for a {ca- 
ſon, to runne cnin their beaſtlineſſe of 


Gen.19-24+ fin, at laſt his _ wrath fell on them. | 


And howſocuer God ſuffer bad men 


togocon in their wickedneſle, and to 
ſpend their daycs in pleaſureand vani- 
tie; in the end, a day of reckoning will 
come : and the longer God forbeareth, 
the greater ſhall the blow of his venge- 

ance 
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ance be, when it fals. God hath ſuffered 
vs long in our fancy, and ia his mercie, 
giuea vs many forewarninges of his 
wrath; as by dearth, vaſcaſonable Wea- 
ther, Plagues and Peſtileaces, &c. Let 
vs no longer abuſe his patience, but caſt 
downe our ſclucs,intruc humiliation be- 
forehim, &turne cuery one of ys from 
that wickedneſle that wee hauc in our 
hands, before the decree paſle out a- 
gain(t vs. 

And let vs acknowledge Gods great 
mercy in forewaraing and forbearing of 
finners: though man tor who God hath 
done ſo much, be the moſt ſinful crature, 
yet God is mercifull, he warneth vs be- 
fore he puniſh vi;he vſeth many meanes 
of mercy,to win vs to himſelfe before he 
take vengeance. Hedealeth with vs as a 
kind father doth with his childre,he cor- 
reteth vs in louc,to amend vs,not to c0- 
found vs,nor veterly to deſtroy vs, if we 
haue grace to takeany warnings: Andas 

theres a diſtance betweene ſeed time & 
harueſt, ſo God deferreth his fearcfull 
{ Tudgements, till our ſtances be ripe, and 
| mo for the fath of deſtrution : yea, & 
| though ſometimes hee ſhew cuidear ro- 
| C 3 « kcns 


mY 
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t 


I — 


cie,he powreth not out on vs the whole 
—_—_— vials of his vengeance, but in his wrath, 
0.78, " remembreth mercy, 
The Lord hath a( ontronerſie with the In- 
burants of the Land. 
With whom hath the Lord this con- 


'#/ 
h vnſeaſonable Weather ; yet, in his mer- 


trouerhic ? with the Inhabitants of the Land. | 


The whole Inhabitants of the land were 
the defendants z yea ſuch defendants, 
that being accuſed, had neuer a word 
to ſpeakefor them ſelucs. 

Sce the corrupt and guilty ſtate of the 


Church ſometimes z S1nne had ouer- 


ſpread the Land Jikealeprofie, or as a | 


Bcn.kas, ſpreading canker, So in Noah his time 
their finnes were generall. 4// fl: had 
Gen 18, corrupted his way ypon the earth, In Sodom 
and Gomorrah there was no righteous 
man to be found, for whoſe ſake the Lord 
might ſpare the thoſe Cities. In [eremy 
his time, there was none tobe tound in 
lere,5.t, Ieruſalem that executed Inagment, or ſought 


for thetruth. D-4:4d cried outin his time, | 
Plal.32.1» ' FHelpe Lord, for there ts not one godly man left,, | 


for the faithfull are miniſhed from among the 
Chilaren of men, The Prophet CAficha 


com- | 


| 


3 

, 
: 

o 


kens of his wrath, as now by Plague, and | 4, 


bro 


| but 


' ' 
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d : com plaineth, That there war none righteous, 


- | 


w — How ST & > © -« A 


”» 
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. 


| all lay in waite for bloud, every one hunted his Micha,y, u, 
brother with a nette. 4. The beſt of them was 3 4% 


but as a brier , and the moſt righteous of them, 
ſoarper theu a thorne hedge. 5. No man could 
truſt bus friend nor 4 counſeller nor her that lay 
inhyu boſome. 6. The ſouns remled the father, 
the daughter roſe wp againſt her mother, the 
daughter in lov againſt her mother m law, and 
a mans enemies were the men of his owne houſe. 
Letvs looke among our ſeclues, and 
ſuruey our eſtate, and ſee if the In1quitis 
of our times doe not delerue the Judge- 
ments of God: and therefore the Lord 
may as wſtly proceed againſt vs, as a- 
gainſt [-ae/.Hauc not al tortes of people 


among vs peruerted their wayes ? Nay, 


looke into tholc places where Gods 
word 1s mo({t plentitully preached, and 
you ſhal find many Adulterers, Whores, 
Blaſphemers, Drunkards, Contemners 
of che Word, &c. Itis an hard thing to 


finde a ſound Iſraz/its, 1n whom there is (oh. 1.47: 


no guile. Letvs therefore bewayle the 
wickedrilec of this aze, and leemg 
wee live among the multitude of the 
wicked, wee mult take heed wee be not 


: | inſeed by them, but labour to do good 


j} 


among 
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among them. | | 
With the Inhabitants of the Land. The 
controuerſie or quarrell that the Lord 
kath, is with his one Church, & choſen, 
There 1s no people, nor perſon ſo | 
deere to God, but he will puniſh them, 
Ezec. 9.6, if they {inne againſt bim.7be Lord wil be- 
Icr. 25429. £inat his ſanituary to execute Judgment. Loc, ' 
[ beginne toplague the Cittie, where my name ; 
LPcts 4-37. called ypon. judgment muſt beginne at the | 
houſe of God. Let vs not flatter our ſclues | 
then and ſay, we areGods inheritance, | 
weare Gods people, he will not deale ſo | 
hardly with vs. But the more thou art } 
m the favour of God, the greater ſhalbe | 
thy puniſhment, if thou finne againſt! 
him. Though thou were as neec and | 
deere to God, as the ſigneton his finger, ; 
or the apple of his eye: Yetifthere be no * 
remedy, if thou wiltnot bee reclaimed © 
from thy ſinnes, hee will try an ation | 
with thee, ke will cither pull thee off, or | 


fer, 2224+ *put thee out. Though Jerwſalem be Gods | 
owne Cittie, and Syox his beloued, and * 
pleaſing ſpouſe, yetif ſheplay the Har- | 
lot, and will not be reclamed, hee will ' 
makehera ſpeQalce of his vengeance, If 
God then ſparcd not his owne people 
the 


| 
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: the Jewes, when they deſpiſed his Pro. 


phets and (et his correQtons at naught, 
what may wee looke for, after ſ@ many 


| warnings, and ſo = abuſe of his mer- 
cies, but that hee will 


execute further 
ludgments vpon vs, vnleſle we repent. 
Becauſe there is no Truth, nor mercy, nor 


' knowledge of Godinthe Land. 


The third thing to be confdrred of is 
the cauſe of the contronerfie, which 15, 
the ſins of the people, &(as is aboue ſaid) 
they are here noted to be of two lorts. 

I. Sinnes of Omiſſton. 
2. Sinnes of Commi(ſ ion. 

The quarrell was not onely for ſianes 
committed, but alſo for dutics omitted. 


God will not opely take vengeance for 


doing that hee forbiddeth, but alſo for 
leauing vndone that he commaundeth 
to bedone, As there are two parts of 
Gods mercy towards vs, namely boun- 
ty in beſtowing good things on vszand 
fauour in with-holding cuill from vs : 


' ſoourſcruicetowards God ſtandeth in 


two things; that is, in leaving cwill, and 
cleauing to good. If wee would haue 
God to doe good to vs, wee mull alſo 
doe good to others:and if we would not 


haug 


Mar, 21.1 9. 


Luk. 3+ 9. 


Luk. 10.32, 
2, 
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hauc himto lay euill ypon vs, we muſt / 
not doecuill our ſelues, nay, wee muſt 
notonely ceaſe to doe cuill, butalſo ff jak 
learne to doe well z for theſe two, the | 1, 
good ation (I meane) of leauing euill, | pa, 
and the godly motion of docing good, | 4. 
iſſuing from a true fayth, not to merit, f ,,, 
but to performe duetic,arc as two wings þ gr) 
toa ſinner, wherewith hee may flic vp || {q; 
to heauen,, foras aBird cannotflic with | g,; 
one wing,nor aman goe with onelegge, | ;,| 


Nv more can a finner come to heauen by Þ 4 


the one ation of leauingeuill, valeſle he | ing 
be furthered alſo by that other of doing | (1: 
= The barren Fig-tree did not beare | þ,j, 
ad fruit,and yet it was accurſed, Emery | 
rree{(aith Chriſt) chat bringeth not foorth | ,,c 
good fruit, ſhalbe hewen downe and caſt intothe | (+. 
fire. As good no fruit, as bad furitzfor bad * þ,;, 
fruit, isno fruit of ftayth : And therefore ph 
itis not ſaid that the Pricſt & the Leuite | ; 
did any hurt to the wounded man, bur | 
that they did him no good ; which wasa j by 
kind of hurting him. In the generall | vi 
Iudgement ſentence of condemnation | fg 
hall not palle ypon the reprobate be- - 1þ 
cauſe they tooke ought away from the xe 
poore, but becauſcthey omitted, duties of 


charity, 
| 


e, | 


. 


y | 


OF 
on 
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| charity, which they ſhould haue per. 


fermed vnto them, which equalled 
taking away from them. Chriſt the 
ludge ſhal not then ſay to the on hislefe 
hand, Depart yee curſed into enerlaſtng fire 
&c. For I was hungry, becauſe you tooke from 


} mee that I ſhouldeat ; but when I was hun- 


gry,you gaue me nomeate : which in a 
ſort, is taking away of meate: Neither 


ſhall hee ſay, I was naked becauſe you Mat35+3m 


robbed me of my garments; but I was *?' 
naked, and you clothed me not : ſhew- 
ing that to be able, and not willing to 
cloth the poore, may bee termed a rob- 
bing of them, 

The rich Glutton was not condem- 


ned becauſe hee tooke any thing away 


” from poore Lazarss,but becauſe he gaue 

' himnothing in his need. And the Pro- 
phet heere, tclles the people of [/-ae!, Luk.16.21, 
; thatthe Lord hath a Controuerſic with 
| them, not onely becauſe they brake out 


by Swearing, Lying, Killing, Stealing, 
Whortng, and doing that which God 


- forbade to be done; but alſo becauſe 


they tayled in thoſe duties which God 
required ; There was ro truth, mercy, nor 
know- 
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knowledge of God inthe Land, The reaſon | de 
is, becauſe Gad did not onely create vs | ab 
to glorific him by abſtaining trom euill, | as 
but by doing good alſo. Chriſt died, and | he 
roſe againe for ys, rot qnely that wee | Sk 
ſhould die to finne; but alſo that wee Þ thi 
ſhould live againe vnto rightcouſnelle; } xy 


for whatis it the berter, ifwe dic to fin, [| tec 

if we tay there, and riſe not azaine to | thi 

G rightcouſneſle of life? ; no 
E The vſc hereof ſhould teach ys to en- || fe; 

| deauour not onely to cleanſe our ſclucs || w] 
. from all filthy eſſe of the ſh and/pirit, but al- | wl 
c 2.Cor. 7.1. ſo togrow vp vnto full bolineſſe in the ſeare || mc 
; of God That wee ſhoul {not onely ceaſe to dee || Sa 
Elay.146.17. £7e:/t, hut al/o lzarne to doe well. Not only put | tif 

Fl of rhe old mn with his worker, bat alſo put on \ of 
43k the newman, which after Go4is created in : th 


right:ouſueſſe and true holyneſſe. Ephe. 4.22, * gc 
23-24. Col.3.9.19, \ Þ ce 

Secondly, this ſcruzth to reproue the: z of 
proud Phariſes of our time, which boaſt *' of 
them(clucs of their vprightdealing and } cc 
lyuing, as thus : [thanke God, Iamna © fi 
prophaner of the Saboth, no adulterer, © G 
no whore, I am no theefe, murtherer, GC 
drunkard; I neqer did harme to any &c. al 
\T herefore, they thiake, God 1s _— u 

ca 
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den to them ; Put thou muf! not onely 
abfaine from evill, but alſo Co good: & 
as the Eagle caſteth her bill, and renueth 

| her youth, & the Snake('rippeth off her 
Skin, and becemmeth-{mooth z ſo muſt 
thou caſt off the old rags of Adams cor- 
Tuption, andput on the roabes of righ- 
| tcouſueſle, even that wedding garment, 
| the Innocency of Chriſt, without which 
| none ſhalbe admitted to the mariage 
| feaſt. Examine thy ſelfethen, notonely 
| what ſinnes thou haſt not Cone, but alſo 
| what good thou haſt done; Its yote= 
| novgh that thou haſt not prophaned the 
| Saboth day, but alſo that thov haſt ſanc- 
| tified it. Brag not thy ſelfe that haſt not 
; oppreſſed the poore, not taken any 
: thing frem them, but tell mealſo what 
? good thou haſt doneto them? Ifwe, co.:o; 


\. 7 could ſcetheproud and predigal leaue 


) 
(t 
d 


3 8» $* 


off their prid and prodigality, and giue 
© of their Loafiairy to the poore :if we 
} could ſee whore-maſters leaue off their 

' filthy kinde of liuing, and now glorifie 

q Godin their ſoules & bodies, which are Luk.19.% 
Gods. If we could find covetous miſers 
and vſurers like to Zachershbcrall in gi- 
uing & rcady in reſtorivg theiril gotted 
gcods, 
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your remoouing their fences, turning | ſe 
Ib. 31.33. downetheir incroched furrowes, which 
cry and complaine againſt them, and jj 0 
emptying (to good view their Houſes Þ wi 
and Coffers of their curſed Wealth wic. | gl 
kedly gotten, &c. then wee needed not Þ pl: 
doubt, but God would let his ſute fall, }to 


bi the Controuerſie would ceaſe, and wee) ſee 
15.4 ſhould be reconciled to the Lord. | ap 
Becauſe there tsnotrueth Fe. Moreouer |} w! 
here obſerue; heaccuſeth them firſt with } 
the ſinnes of the ſecond Table, and then | 
of the firſt. Where'we may ſee how theþ/? 
*, Lord dealeth with Hipocrites j he doth | 
, not firſt charge them with fianes-of the} 
| firſt Table, bo af the ſecond . Hipo-)' 
f ſ crites will be very forward in outward 


ſhew of the workes of the firſt Table, $1 

and often frequent publike Afſemblies, 

without care of their carriage or conuer- | 

ſation, like Sathar in ſhew of an Angell 

of light, The Lord was cuen avweary of 

the outward facrifices, ſeruiſes, & pray- 

ers of the /ewes :and why ? Becauſe their * 

tands were full of Blood. Eſa. 1.5. They |. 

made a goodly outward ſhew : Wherfore | 

Eſay.$8.3, have wee faſted ((ay they) and thou ſeeſt it || 
4-5- not? UheLord rcicteth their outward | W1 
feruice, | 
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ing ſeruice, becauſe it was butin hipocriſte. 

wich S There is none that make ſo faire an 

and f outward ſhew of Gods worſhip & ſer- 

uſes Þ uice, as Hipocrits doe : They are like 

vic. | gilded Pots, full of poyſon ; like the ap- 

not | ples of Sodom, touch them, & they turne 

fall, Fto duſt; like Strumpets, which in(ſhew 

wee(|ſeeme honeſt: Kaine ſacrificein outward Genyz.4 
appearance was like Habels. Theharlot 

uer|} will alſo offer her peace offerings and Pro.7414 

ith Þ yvowes. Teſabel will hauc her faſt. 1. X'"7.21. 

en || 9 and fo will the Phariſes. Ananiar & S4- Math. 6.16, 

the | phira will offer to the Church in ſhew, Mati-9-146 

oth | A 5. 2. Many will not ſticke to be cir- Ge 

the || cumciſed, with the Sychemits to get Ds- 0:34 

z0-\\n4: But you muſt know that it is not the 

ard | painting of a hlthy ſepulcher that maks 

le, fit (weet, northe proud decking of a 

es, Iſtrumpet that makes ker an honeſt wo- 

er. Iman, nor the beauty ofa Peacock, that 

ell Jproucth him to bethe belt Bird. Deceive 

of Inot your {clues then, the ſame God that 

y- Irequireth the duties of the firft Table, 

eir 3 would not haue the duties of the ſecond 

cy ' vndone. As we ſhould be forward in the 

we . worſhip and ſeruice of God, fo alſo wee 

i | muſt bee carefull to deale vprightly 

rd | with men. Your comming to Church to 


ce, | holy 
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holy exerciſes, is abhomination before 
God, if it be but in ſhew to ſeeme holy: 
Itis not the lifting vp of your eyes,nor 
holding vp of your bands, will ſerue 
the turne, vnleſſe hand and heart goe 
togeather , None ſo cerimonious as 
Hipocrites, none will ſeeme more holy 
then they : butlet vs (ce that our life and 
conuerſation kwfore men, expreſle that 
which in word & outward ſhew wepro- 
feſley let profeſsion & prattiſe goe hand 
in hand; thoſe whom God hath ioyned 
togeather, let no man putaſunder, 
Becauſe there i no Truth. Strange, there 


was no Truth among them, This is an |; 


hard accuſation : What, no Truth 2 No 
doubt but there was ſome Truth; but 
Falſchood was ſo general, that there ſee-! 
med tobe no Truth. Eſay complainedin 


his time, That ne man contended for Truth, |; 


axd that Truth was fallen in the ſtreet. Elay 
59-4-14-leremylikewiſc in his time z 7hat 
Truth was perifoed and cleane gone. [er,y.18. 
Chriſt hiniſelfe ſayth : #%en the Sonne of 


wan conmeth, ſpall bee finde Fayth on the | 


earths Luk.18.8. 
Neuer lefle Truth, nor true dealing 
among men in ay age; vniult dealing 
; ant 
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and coſonag not more current among 
Twkes and lafidels, then now among 
Chriſhans, 

He 1s accounted but a foole that can- 
notdeale canningly and craftily to des 
eciue others, Yeaſomeare grone ſo im- 
pudent, that they are not aſhamed to 
ſay, Thachee which wr'l not hold with 
the Rare, andrunne wit! Hound z hee 
that cannot carry tiwo Faces vader one 
Hood and play the ,49:59-4exter, 15 not 
ficto live in this world among men: but 
I fay,hce1rs fitter to dwell with the Di- 
ucls in Hel!, The finnes of the [ewes 
wereneucrinoccred-ripethen ours; we 
live as it we ſhould never die, nor come 
to appcare before the ludgemeat fcate 
of leſs (hriſt the wit ludge, ro giucan 
accounr, 

Truth is apart of the Image of God, 
and Fal{e-hood 1s a part of the Image of 
the Diveil: wee are members one of an 
other ; L-t no man deceine his Brother, be- 
cauſe God is the auenger of all (wc. 1. Tweſ 4. 
6. Ifa man could doe it fo cunningly, 
thatit could not be (ecne, yer God will 
puriih ic, Sceiag then, that I ruth 15a 
part of the Image of God, hc cannot be 
a 
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a good Chriſtian that hath not Truthin f} 
wordes and dcedes. Weeare called to {| » 
the hope of cternall life by the word of f| « 
Truth, F 

How miſerable a thing is it then, | / 
when there is no truth among men? [s it 
not with vs as it was in Darids time? The 


a) faythfull are miniſbea from among the (bil | : 
4 dren of men;for the moſt part,) flatter , 
'F with their tongues and diſſemble in their dou- | | 
} ble harts.Pſa.12.1.2.1sit notamongſt vs, F | 

as it was with the Jewes in Jerernies time? | 

/ lerega, May notaman runne vp and downe, | 

- and ſearch the ſtreetes of every Cirtic ! | 
DN and Towne, yeathrough the whole } | 

. _ _— but a few men that ſecke 4 | 

EY ; the Truth: But,Yer/. 27. Ara age is + 

| | _ Birdes, ſo a man ar tb a7 yy 4 


yer ſtoa- 
red with that is gotten by decept, and craftic 
trickes, without Truth or conſciene, fo * 

as we may iuſtly cry out and complaine 
ere. 0.2.3, with the ſame 1. : They be all Adulte« [; 
45. Yer, anaſſembly of rebels. z. And they bend 
their tongues like their Bowes for lyes:but they ® 
haze no conrn 'Fe for the Truth vpon the 7 { $ 


for they proceed from enill to worſe, and they 

kare not knowne mee, ſaith the Lord. 4. Let 

enery one take heed to his ne1ghbour ,and truſt 
the | 
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n thou nt #n avy Brother: for enery Brother 
to |} will ye decept, ant enery friend will deale de- 
of | cerpefrlly. 5. And enery one will deceine his 
frient, and will nor ſprake the Truth, for they 
en, | bane targht their tongues to ſpeake lies, and 
pit f take great Paines to doe wickedly. 
he Want of T cuth is (uch, that itis a vſu- 
us | all thing to ſay, Wer know not whom wee 
ter | mayiruff, Whereas in times paſt words 


w- | were (ufficient, a man mizhe truſt his 
's, F neighbour, ypon his word, now bonds 
e2 } willnot ſerue. Truth isa faire Flower, 


e, (butno'v a dayes) it groweth in the gar- 
tic 3 dean offew meas hearts; and ——_ 
le } ſeldome ſeene (prouting out, either ia 
ke , theirwords ordeceds. What 1s become 
of * ofthatancient Truth and faithfulneſſe 
a } ofſubies towards their Prince? Ific 
ie * wereas itought to bee, we ſhould not 
ſo © beeacquainted with ſo many damnable 
ne | and dangerons treaſons and confpira- 
| ciesagainſt Chriſtian Princes, 
id If there wee that Truth betweene 
/ husband and wite,as ſhould bee,the de- 
,  wiliwould not dance at ſomany wed- 
y dings as he doth, where hands are 1oy- 
oe | ed, and not hearts : Neither thould we 
| | of ſo miny poylonings, mur. 
P | D 2. thers, 
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thers, adulteries, and diſagrements be- 
tweene man & wite,as are daylie putin 


practiſe. Is not tnat quandam Truth of | 


ſeruants towardſt their Maiſters, quite 
baniilied, and wotne out, ſo that wee 
can neither finde truſtineſſe in their 
laboures, nor truth in their dealings. 
Truth is Rare aris tm terris, migroque 
fimillim1 cyono, and therefore one ſayd 
well, IMulris annis iam perattis nulla fides 
eft in factus mel in ore, verba latlis, fel in 
corde, frans m fattis: N;any yeeres paſt 
and gone, faith in deeds there 1s none, 
hony in mouth, words ſweer, gall in 
heart, deceipt indeed. If therefore the 
Lord had a controuerſic with the Inha- 
bitants of the Land of Ifracll, becauſe 
there was no Truth among them:much 
more may he have with vs whoſe Nate 


is ſo bad, and yethaue had the light of 


the Goſpe!l ſo long amongſt vs. 

Nor Mercie. The next thing whereof 
.they are ind:&ed, is want of Metcy, a 
fruit alſo of the ſecond Table. cAfercy 
among men, is an inward affeftion of 
theheart, taking part with thy brother, 
and hauing a tcllow-feeling of his mi- 
ſery,as if it were thine owne ; Such was 
the 


(| 


o 
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the mercy of Chriſt cowards the people, 
for chathe had ſuffered hunger himſelfe: 
T haue compaſſion (faith hee) on the multt« 
tud> becaxſe they have now continued with me 
three dayes, haue nothing toeate. Mars. 2 
This mercy in man, towards man, is an 
excellent thing, there 15 no ſacrifice nor 
ſeruice acceptable to GOD without itz 
weeneed not to goc by-wayes, nor of- 
fer ſacrifices in vaine. He hath fhrewed thee 
(0 m1) what is good, and what the Lord re- 
quireth of t92e;ſurely,to do2 Tuſtly and to lowe 


| Morey, and to bumbl: thy ſelfe to wake with 


: 


God: Micha, 6.9. It is required of a 
Chriſtian, notonely to bee mercitull, but 


alſoto loue mercy. Now therefore as the Eph 4, 31. 


elett of God (faith the Apoltle) holy and 


{6cloned, pat 0a bowels of mercy,Col.z.12. 


- 


|; ſhut vp their bowels of mercy. Sothat ,, tok.z .t7, 


# Mcercy ſhould bee 1a the bowels, it 


ſhould proceed from a feeling of the 


» milerics of others. T here were ſome that 


| ——_p—_ any thing could enter in, to 


. 
. 
- 


f 


\ 
- 


| 
[ 


moouetinem tomercy, nor goe forth, to 

doe good to others. There are ſome 

»whoſc bowels are cruelty, 7-0. 12. 10. 

and ſome againe, that haue no bowels of 
Mercy, Ph, 2.1. But they that ar 
- . 

D 3 woos 


Luk19.37, 
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the Apoſtle:put on the bowels of Mer- | 


cie. In Mercie,there are two things. 
1. Toſee the miſcrie of others. 
2. Totakecompaſ;ion, 
A child of God will ſce with his eyes, 
and pitty with his heart. Daves ſaw the 
Miſery of Lazarus, Lxk 16.20.but thc v- 


ed no Mercy, The Pricft and the Le- | 


mite ſaw the Miſcric of the wounded 


man, and palled by, and th-wed no þ 
Mercie: but that good Samaritane d.d | 
not onely {ce him 146 wounded, but hee © 
alſo went to him, hee poured Wine and ? 
Oyleinto his Woundes, ſet him on his / 
owne Beaſt, brought him to a common | 


Inne, and made prouifion for him, (at 
his owne charges :) hcere was truc 
Mercy. 

There be many things may moue vs 


to Mercifulneſle: firſt, becauſe in ſhew-. 
ing mercy, weimitate God : Bee merci- 
fall (faith Chrift) x5 your Father in heauen | 
& meercifull Luk. 6.36. — yaw on be 


the childred of your Father that is m heauen, 
Atath.5.4r, If wecall God our Father, 
and profeſle our ſelucs to be his chil- 
dren, then letys be mercifull as hee 15; 


Geds Children follow the counſell of © G 


hy, 


ye 
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wee can no way ſo neerely repreſent 
{| God, as in being mercifull : a mercifull 


man 1s the beft image ot God, and a 
cluld of God in deed. Wee ſay, that 
Child 1s moſt like his Father, which 
doth neereſt repreienthim in Face and 
men in the Scrip- 
tures,1s called tize Face or Countenance 
of God : God be mercifull mts v:,and bleſſe 


| v+,and fhew vs the light of his Countenance, 
| and be Mercifull unto vs. Pſal.67.1. So 
| they that arc moſt inclined to Mercy, 
' aremol} like to God,and no doubt, but 
© they arc Gods children. Such a merci- 
* fullman,ſucha child of God was Tobi, 


who ſent ont hit ſonne to fetch in the poore, 


) which remembred God, to cate with him, 


and tarried for their comming. Tobi. 2.2, 
Such a mercifall man was [ob, Hee dels- 
wered the pore that cried, and the father- 
lefſe, and him that had none to belpe him, lob. 
29. 12.13.15. The bleſſing of him that w.:s 
ready to periſh came pon him, and he c:u(ed 


' theWiddows heart to reioyce. Verſe 13. Hee 


wat the ey's tothe vlind, and feet ro the lars, 
Verſe, 15. He was afather to the poore, Ver!. 
16. He refirained not the poore of their aziire, 
neither cauſed hee ths eye; of the Widdow t6 


4+ - fans, 


Hat, 24. 45+ 
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faile. Tob. 31.16. 18, 19.20 32 He didnn | 


eate his mor{els alone, but the f.. therleſſe ol » 
as 1 eate thereofs, he would not ſee any periſ7 
{or want of cloathing, or any p3ore without co: 
wermg, the loynes of the nated bl:ſſed him, 

e124 bee was coner:d mth the fleecrof h x 


fhrepe. Hee ſuffered not the ſtranger to lodoe 


#2 the ſtreet, but op»ned h:5 dores to hum that 


went by the way. Ferſe 32. But now pitti - 
Full /ob, and mercifull Zebra; are dial 
and gone, who imitated God, and bare 
the Tmageof God ,1n beetag mercifull, 
and no doubt were Gods Children, 
and many an vomerc.full Nabal 15 art 
vp in their fteed, who thinke a!l too 
little to emſelues, and cucry littletog 
much for the poore. 
2 A ſecond thing that ſhould moue 
vs ve is, becauſe that when wee 
xecute the workes of mercie we be- 
come Gods inftruments, and it is an 


Luk 12, 42, ©xcellent thing to be the luſtroment of 


70d, to doe good toothers, no 
pat the rich men of this world, 

truſt with the wealth of this ad Hy 
notto the end that they ſhou!ld cither 
bein lone withit, or abuſe it co prodi- 


g#iity, but that they {hould, as Gods 
Inlkcye 


: 


- h,. a = 


>—_— 


— 
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Joſtrement;, diſtribute to the neceſsity 
of the Saints. 

3 A third mate to mercifulneſle 
1s, becauſe what wee doe to the poore, 
Chrilt doth acknowledge 1t to bee 
don? to hunſelfe, If chou ginec but a 
moct:l! of Bread, or a Cuppeot water: 


If thou vive but the meanel(t almes, Mat.35.40 
{ Chriſt doth acknowledge it done to 


hnofclfe. if wee would conſider that in 
ſeeding tiic peore, wee iced Chriſt ; in 
cloathi: ng them, we cloath Chriſt, in 


| lod2ing them, wee loage Chriſt, &c. 


—_ I 


” _ 


3? full to his friends : Chriit reprooucd Mat.18. 33, 


how cheercfully thea would men 
docit? 

4 Fourthly, rhe conſideration of 
Gods mercy towards vs, ſhou'd mooue 


vs to bee mercifull ww others. God 1.Reg8.5e 


ſhewerh mercie on vs that ace his ene- 
mies, to the end wee ſhould bee merc1- 


the vnmercifuil ſeruant, Or:ghteſt rot 
toou al oto hans had compaſſio 1 onthy | (che 


| low, enenas [had pity on thee? If wee 


_— 


would cenf{1d-r thit God 15 otren mer- 
eval to vs, whenin tuſtce he might 
ta'ce vengeance on vs, or viterly de. 
ficoy Y5, It would cut off all c:uclty, 


and 


Jarfut.j2 7, 
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and moouevs tobee mercifull to our | 


bretheren, and thinke this, God hath 
beene mercifull tomein may things, 
why ſhould notIalſobce mecifull to 
my pooreneighbour ? 

5 Fiftly, becauſe the praftiſe of 
mercy is atoken of trueReligion, Pwre 
Religion and wndefiled before God euen the 
Father is this, towiſſte the Fatherleſſe, and 


Widows in their aducrſity, and to keepe him- 

felfe wnſpotted of the world, If thou wilt try | 
thine hart whether thou be truly religi. © 
ons, ſee how thou art affected with the | 


luſtes of concupiſcence, and whether 
thou hauca care to cheriſh the poore, 


Widowes, and fatherleſle, and to re- / 
lecue the needy members of Chriſt, | 


whoſo hath theſe praQtifes, is trucly 
religious, 

6 The ſixth andlaſt motive which 
may moue vs to mercifulneſle, is, the 
promiſes made tothe mercifull, which 
arcoften ſet downe in the Scriptures, 
by way of compariſon. Sometimes 


Mercy is compared to a feed time, or | 


ſowing, He that ſoweth ſparingly. 
ſparingly : and hee that ſoweth lberalh, ſaall 


2Gor.g,10. reape alſo hberally. Alſo he that finderh 


ſeed 


reape ); 


P vy 
d þ 
8 


d 


(r 
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ſerd to the ſower will miniſter likewiſe 
bread for food, and multiply your ſeed, and 
increaſe the fruites of year benenolence. 10. 
Remember when thou giueſt to the 
poore, then thou ſowel? ſpiritual ſced; 
& that he which giueth ſeed to the ſow- 
er & cauſcth it to increaſe, which other- 
| wayes, mightle, and rotte vnder the 
| Clods, hee will alſo increaſe what thou 
haſt, witha bleſſing : And as that ſced 
= hich is caltinto the groud,may ſcene 
7 to beecalt away, were not Gods bleſ- 
} fing vpon it, fo though what thqu gi- 
| uelttothepoore, may  ſeeme to bee loſt, 
yet God will reſtore itagaine with ad- 
vantage. Iris alſo comp Aaredtoafacri- 
fice.7o doe good and to djtribute forget not, 4h, 13, 16, 
for with (wc ſacrifice God is well pleaſed. 
h AxGod {mclled the ſweet ek of 
Noah his ſacrifice. So it thou offer Gen, 8. 2x. 
this ſacrifice of Mercy, it will yecld a 
ſweete odour vnto God, and God will 
» accept it. It is wonderfull how vn- 
mercifull and hard hearted wen are 
this way, and how lauiſh and liberall 
where they thould not z when e Aaron 
had yeelded to make a golden Celfe, 
the people were ready not onely to 

eiuc 


1.Tim.s.?, 
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g1uC their ſuperfluons tnings, bat a'fo 
their neceſſarie lewels, as their Exre. 


Exod. 32.3, T1nges: Soready and hbcrall were they 


:fo in times paſt, to ſet vp Idols, and 
guilded Images, at their great charges, 
andto zoe many miles to effer vuro 
them: Shall not their liberalicic 1a 
things not commanded, but vtterly for- 
bidden, condemne our fooliſhneſle, 


whach ſpend ſo much in pride & ſuper- 


fluous pampering of our pauncnes ? It 


We care not what wegiue &lath out to 
thoſe Idols the Backe & the Belly, but 
our hearts are gricued to viuc alittleto 
Teſaus Chriſt, in his members. If men 
would cut them {clues ſhorter chis way, 
and content thegaſelues with neceſſary 
Food and Rayment, then ſhould they 
ſce Gods bleſsings ypon this ſpnicuall 
ſowing. 

He that hath Mercy up the pore (faith 
Salomon) len:th wmto the Lord, and the 
Lori will recompence how that which hs hath 
21:28, This 15a godly kind or Vlurie, 
and would God ti11s V furie, might cate 
vp our other V{urie, as in Pharaoh his 
Dr:eame, the leane Kine did the fatte, 
As hee tat lendes vpon Viwic loo- 


_keth 


U 
7.5 
, 


we 
Oul 
w 
tcr 


the: 


* £30 
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ſo 8, keth for gaine : ſo hee that is Merciſull 


OC. 


SS © 


' It 15 premiied to thi Mercifull, The 4 


tothe poore, way expe a Spirituall 
caine,and a pl. ntſull Harucſt, 

Mertcy 1s alſo compared to Wate» 
ng. The likerall perſen [6 all kane plentie, _ 
ard he thr Watereth ſpall il, o hane raine. It 
we drep but ene drop of Mercy vypon 
our porre brethren, God will open the 
Windowes of heaven y pon vs,and wa- 
ter an refi« ſh vs with many blc{lings. 
| ther L:o4t ſhall breake ſoorth as the avormis '0, m_ = 


} «nd thar health ſpall grew ſpeedily z their 


/ 


| T etreonſnc ſſe feall poe tefererhem, arathe 


| 


8 ory of the Ls d frell imbrace them. g.Thean 
th 5 foal call, ard the Lord ſhall anſreere, 


} they foe il cry, «nd hee ſhall ſay, hecre 1 am, 


"4 


: 


,10. Their habr ſuell ſpring owt tn the darke- 
;ncſſe, and their darken ſe ſaall be as the 
noone dey, 11.The Lerd will grtde them con 
tinaal.y. < xd a risfie their /oule in drowght, 
4nd | vary fe te their Peres, thy frallbe hike 4 
watered garden, and like a ſpring of Wir 
whoſe waters fayle w0t.C C. 
They ſha:l have graces outward and 
1inu ard, Hee that witharcw 4h the Cerne Prog, 36, 
faith Sa/cmzon 'the preple will cxrſe him, 
bat Ut! ng ſectbe Tj cn the ba taht 
eizcth 
> 
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Pro. 2827. giveth food. And Hee that gineth to the 
poore, ſhall not lacke. If thou fhew Xercie ty 
the poors,maymed lame, and blind, thou ſpal 
be bleſſed, and God will reward thee. And 

Luk.14 14- our Sauiour pronounceth the Aſercifmll, 

Math.5.7. bleſſed: for they ſpall ebtaine Mercie. 

Theſc Promiſes of God made to the 
Mercifull thus then conſidered, [ ſay to 
thee in a word, as the Prophet Aſalachu 
ſpeakethin an other matter : Bee thou 
Mercifull to thy poorc Neighbour, ſow 
that _—_— cd, offer that ſweet: 


ar: 


Sacrifice z Water and refreſh the hun-J no 


Eeclefi.tt.1, gry ſoule: yea, { aft thy Bread wpon the 


face of the Waters . And then proue the|; 


ful 


Mzll.3ro, Lord therewith, s/he will not open the Win ) Th 
es of Heanen vnto thee, and poure thee out wp 
a blefing without meaſure, and approow. \ 3; 


himfelte a true God in his promiſes. 


: Ju 


And ſeeing Mercie 1s ſfuchan excel|! G, 
lent thing, it ſerueth to condemne tht | the 


crucltie, and yvnmercifulnefle of _ 


| in our time, which carry rauemng at- 
Pro.28-15. feftions; and therefore are comparce. 


to cruell Beaſtes, as ro hungry Lyon 
Zeph.z.3, Beares, and Wolues, becauſe they hay 
no more Mercy then raucning Lyons, 
Beares, and Wolucs, in the cucning, ( 


gree- 


loc 
dra 
| oth 
"Crs 
# Pr; 

he 
am 
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thif}, greedy, that they leatie not the bones 
e 14 till the morning. Itis lamentableto ſee 
bal Þ how the Rich oppreflſe the Poore, and 
nd ornonatind uesto heue no more 
ll, Mercic then Beaſtes : But let all ſuch 
vrmercifull wretches conſider with 

the} feare and trembling, in what miſerable 
(off ſtate they ſtand. 
cha Firſt, their Prayers are abhominable: 
100 Theugh thou make many Prayers (ſaith the Eſfay.t.19, 
owF L ord)7 will net heave you becauſe your bands Z:ch. 7.13, 
ett Þ are fall of Flood . God rejeterh, and will 
un-Y not heare the Prayers of the Vnmerci- Ela $9.2.3 
the]! Full: ſo long as they have bloody fin- 
thel} gers, their Prayers are abhominable 
Lo ) They haxe net the ſpirit of Prayer, which eate Plal.14.4+ 
ou" 2p the people of God.as a man would cate 
ow) Bread. How hornble and fearefull a 

! Judgement is it, to have the doores of 
cel|| Gods Graces ſhut vp againſt vs,and the 
thi! the Walles of his Favour and Mercic 
= locked vp frem vs, that wee cannot | 
at”: draw the Water of life : Wee hauc none v 
ret other Mcfſſenger to God. but ov Pray - | 
mg ers: but Vomercifulncefle, maketh or | 
auf? Prayers toreturne voyde; which 1» an | 
ng heauic ludgement. lither rherebe ary 
lof- among you, that carry an Vowe: cl 
ul. Ati-Aa 


Pro, 2113+ 


Ecclc.7.9- 


Plal.14ts 
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affeion, firſt let the oppreſſed.goe 
free. Waſo your bloody and nm cifull 
hands, clle,neuer offer your Prayers vn- 
toGod. How dare you come to C hrilt 
by Prayer, while you dea'c Vnmerci- 
fully with him in his poore members? 
For as they that feed the Po vre, feed 
Chriſt, ſo they that deale Vnmercitul. 
ly with the poore,doe wrong to ( liriſt; 
and hee,That ſtoppoth his cares at the cri of 
the Poore, ſhall a!ſo crie him elfe, an1 not be 
heard. As then thou wouldec(t haue 
God to accept of, and to heare thy 
Prayers, when thou ctieſt to himintky 
oreate(t need : fo (ce that thou alſo 
open thine cares, thine heart and hand 
too, at the cry and complaint of thy di- 
ſtre{I:d poore Neighbour. 

S:condly, Vamercifulneſſe maketh a 
wiſc man madde. It a man have neucr 
ſo many good guiltes,it he have once an 
Vomercitull and ravening minde, all 
his Wiſedome, Learning, and other 
good guiftes are buried and loft. Fhere- 
tore cuery Vruimercifull man 15 an A- 
theiſt, They are re/olued there is n9 God: 
For, it they thonghe there were eitiicr 
God,or Ducll, Heaucn, or lcll, they 
would 
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would not deale ſo Vamercifully with 
others as they doe. Theſe are they 
whom Salomon ſpeaketh of : There is 4 


$9 


generation , whoſe teeth are ſwordes, Hee Pro394h 


compareth thein to beaſtes, as if they 
had teeth like (words or kniues. 

It15 true then, that vamercifull men 
baniſh God out of their hearts, and 
therfore they are carried with the ſpirit 
of madact[c,and cruelty, God is not in 
all their choughes, neither are they per- 
ſwadecd that vamercifulne(le 13a finne, 

Thirdly, the vamercifull man pro- 
uoketh God to take vengeance on him 
by temporall puniſhments, and Iudge- 


ments in this life : The blonay and deoenpr- Plal. g5. 35: 


full m1n, ſhall not luve ont ha!fe his dayes : 
God will avenge them that are unmercifully 


d:lt withall; and that quickly. Thow foalt Luk.1$.8, 


ot (ſaiththe Lord) doe inweric to aſtran- 
ger, neither oppreſſe him, for yee were ſtran- 
gers inthe Landof E71pt. Tee ſoul not trou- Exod 
bls any Widow, nor futherleſſe Child, if, thou $23, 
wvex or troubl: ſuch, and ſo hee call and 
ery unto me, [ will ſurely heave biscry. Then 
faall my wrath bee kindled, and I will bl! you 
with the (ward. and your wines bile Wide 


dowes, and yeur (bl drenfatherleſſe, ' 
E. t 


$2,214 


IR 


Pſal.68, «5. 
Pla. 146.9. 
Mal. 3.5. 
Eccleſi-35. 
15. 
Dcur. 27.19 
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It is too common a thing to ſce ſtran- 
gers, fathcrlefſe Children, & Widowey 
ynmercifully delt withall. Strangers 
(for the moſt part) are ſtrangely looked 
on; and as for Orphans, let a man die, 
and commit his children (with ſuffici- 
ent portions) to the proteCtion of his 
brotaeror neereſt kinſman, for the moſt 
part,they will ynckle, and Couzin the 
poore Orphans of that their father left 
them, and often vie them worſe then 
ſcruants. Is it not a Juſt thing with 
God, to arrainge ſuch before his Iudge- 
ment ſcate, and plead and prouc againſt 
them, that they haue no Mercy; and 
therefore ſhall finde as little Mercy at 
Gods hands? And 1s the ſtate of Wid- 
dowes any better, for themoſt part; are 
they notalſo ſubie& to wronges, and 
vnmercifull dealing? Butlet them com- 
ſort themſelnes, God hath promiſed to 
bee a Father to the Fatherleſſe, detendeti 
the cauſe of the Widowes, and looketh 
ypon the wrongs done to them, and 
will reuenge them. Doth rot (faith Sy- 
rach ) the tecares runne downe the Widowes 
Checker, and her cry i5 againſt hin that cau- 
ſes them: for from her Cheeks ave they goe vp 
iro 


——_— 


) 
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Into heauen,c> the Lord which heareth thers, 
doth accept them. 

The //-ac/its being vnmercifully delt 
withall by the Eouptiazs, crycd in their Exod, 2,23. 
miſery, and God heard them, tooke the — 24: 
matter into his owne hand, and reuen- **2015.25 
ged them. David delt vnmercitully 
with his ſubi:& and ſeruant Y-145 ; but 
God would not (ufter himto eſcape vn- 
puniſhed : Though Daxi2 was a King, 

Uria: a \ubiet; D, avid aliue, Frias dead 
yet God aucnged the wrong done to 2.Sani.r2, 
him,cuen vpon the King himleltc. Then 
God will not fuffer the Vam ercifull 1,Thef,4.6 
man to eſcape, The Lord s the auenger of pf 

HU /uch. Ther 9977 hmic Rs "- al.10.14, 
At HEN. { 20 POore Cm: itteth yes V 
to thee ((aith Dard, ) for ther art the hel- 
per of Fthe frici sAleſſe b 

Though the poore neither curſe,nor 
cry vengeance againſt them that deaic 
Vamercifully with them; yet God will 
{tand for them. Now for | te of preſton Pi 


al125. 
of the neeaie, aud Ik ecareſc of the | ones of the 
poore, I will op yi p (lay th the Lord Jn 1 will 
ſet at libertie hr hy #38 [ :; ” Che "A 1c2t " en 


red, yea rather then G. 2 lultice in 
this poy nt [hot 1d favie, The Stoner nd 


F a Ef 
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Hab.z.1r. for vengeance againſt them, and bring 4 


Micha. 24, 
243+ 


Tob.31.38, 


> King 27, 
Sel0413. 


1ohn.33436, 


lob,z 1.20, 


Indgement pon them . There 1s a woe 
ronounced againſt ſuch , God hatha 
lague, and a vengeance for them, 

which ſhall ſticke cloſe to them; the 

Lands and Goods which they have 

gotten by vnmercifull dealing, ſhall be 

accurſed vnto them in theend : 7ea, the 

Furrowe of their Land, ſhalbe atcurſed nts 

them. eAhab and Jexabell dealt vnmer- 

cifully with Naboth, cozoned him of hi 

Land, his life too: But Gods vengeance 

Neptnot long, they had ſmall 1oy of 

their bloody purchaſe; the wrath of 

God aboad on them. And as when a 

mercifull man doth cloath the naked, 

though he be vnthankefull, yer his 
loynes that werenak:d, and now cloa- 
thed, will bleſſe him that cloathed them. 

So when vnmercifull men take that a- 

way from the Poore, which ſhould 

cloath their Backes, or fill their Belles, 
though they take it patiently y yct their 

hunery Bellics, and naked Packes, w ill 

plead Vengeance,& God will revenge 

the wrong done to tham, If then thou 
wouldeſt not haue Gads heave ludge- 
ments to fall ypon tlice : bce not an vn- 
mc catull 
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mercifull dealer, becauſe the Lord is the 
aucnger of all ſuch, 
Fourthly, as yvamercifull men ſhall 
not eſcape the Indgements of God in 
this life; ſo at laſt, death commeth :and 
when an vnmercifull man dieth, his 
ſtate ſhalbelike to [ehoiakims, the fonne 
of /ofia, King of dah, the people will lere.22.18, 
not mourne for him, Alu brother, Or 
(ah) what 4 loſſe hath the C owntry of him, 
but hee ſhall haxe the buriall ofan Aſ>. As 
their dead Ales were caſt out of Teruſa- 
lem, leaſt thy ſhonld inte the ayre, 
with their ſmell; fo vamercitull vſurers 
were in times paſt, denied the honor of 
Chriſtian buriall. 
Laſtly, theſe are but ſmall matters, 
bue vnleſſe vnmercifull men repent, 
they ſhalbe ſhut out of Gods King- 
dome; Thus ſaith the Lord, yee eate with _—_—_. 
the Bloud, and lift wp your eyes towardes your —_— 
[doles, and ſhraa Blond: ſaall yes then poſſeſſe 
the Land? And the Apoſtle [ames (aith, 
There ſhalbe fſudgement mercil:(ſe, to him 1am 2.13, 
that feweth ne mercy. If atthe ludgement 
day they ſhalbe thut out of heauen, 
which have not gituen to the needy, 
what [udgements remaine for thoſe that 
E 3 hauc 


. rea, wt - ww —_— 
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Math25. have dealt vnmercifully with them? 
ſhall they enter in? nd,they ſhall be ſure 
to be ſhut out. And Ged will not leaue 
them ſo : What, not in Hell? Yes, for 
Hell ſhalbe their polleſſion : but thats 
not all, for God will curſe them alfo | 

I0ob,z7.13- In their poſterity. The curſe of God j 

14 wilſo conſume them, & their poſterity, 
that nothing ſhallremaine but the to- 
kens of Gods vengeance. Theſe are 
no inuznted ſhar-babs, the Lord hath 

Am5.5.73 ſyorncby the excellency of Jacob,That 
he will newer forget, but piniſh all oppreſſors 
and urmercifull acalers. 

Secing then that vnmercifulneſle 
brings ſuch keauy Tudgements of God \ 
withit, if ever weelooke to c{cape his 
rod and puniſhments, and to be recon- 
ciled vnto him,let vs after the connlel of 

Elay.1.16.17 the Prophet, aſs, and make our {clues 
cleane trom that bloudy ſinne of vn- | 
merciſulnefle, and then the Lord will | 
ſpeake comfortably to qur eonſcrences, | 
and tell vs, Thorph oxy ſins were a5 Crim- 

Flay 113, ſinthey ſrathe mide white as Swow.C though , 
tbeywerercd lhe Scarlit they ſralbe as Well. 


—_— 


And heere weemay allo furucy our 


eftate, and let our 6wne conſciences 
anſwcrs 


mw, 4+ 


— 
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an{were for vs, whether the Lord may 
not as 1uſtly charge ſomcot vs with this 
linncof rexntbtnets as cuer he did 
the pcople of 1/rae!. 

What Mercy with ſome vamercifull 
Land-lords, who turne houling into 
grating, & make more account of their 

ca(ts then of their bretheren. So that, 
as the Poet Oxid writ concerning, Troy, 
afterthe deſtrution of it, Eſtque ſeges 
v6; Troia fuit, Now growes Corne 
where Troy ſtood : So in many places, 
paſſengers, may point with their fin- 
gers and fay, In this paſture of groud 
{ſtood ſuch atowne, and there another; 
and now Cattle feed, where ſometimes 
chriſtians dwelt. Such vamercifui land- 
lords deale with their Tenavnts as Vin- 
teners doe with their vellels, who draw 
them till they bee empty,and then tum- 
ble them out a doores, Is this brotherly 
compaſsion? Is this to haue a tcllow- 
fecling ofthe miſeries of others? ls this 
to doe to others, as wee would they 
ſhould doe vato vs ? 

What Mercy with vnmercitull Vſu- 
rers,but cruelty vader a colour of Kind- 
nelle? They aretlic Diuels Alcumilts, 
cy 


Exo. 2L215, 


Leu', 25+35- 
36, 


Deu 23.19, 


Pa' ag, 
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they can change other mens goods into | 


their owne. T he Lord cxprefly forbid- 
deth V ſuriein his Law, and ſhall wee 
make no conſcience to vie 1t? If thow 
l-nd Aoneyto my people, (ſaith the Lord) 
that ts, tothe poore with thee, thou ſhalt not 
be an Uſurer onto him; thou ſhalt not op- 


preſſe him with Ujurie. And againe. If 


22> 


thy brother be impoueriſned, or filien into de- 
cay Cc. thou ſhalt take no Uſury of him, nor 
vantage ; but thou ſalt feare thy God, thas 
thy brother may line with thee, And in 
Deutronomie: Thor: ſhalt not grins to Vſury, 
tothy brother; as wſury of Money, vſw y of 
Meate vury of any thing that is put to wary, 
It God torbad Vſury among the few, 
becauſe they were brethrenzmuch more 
among vs Chriſtians, becauſe wee are 
brethren in Chriſt . And if the breach 
of Gods Commanndcments bring with 
itdeſtruion both of body and foul; 
then Vurie, which God cxpreſly tor- 
bids in his Law, deſcrneth deſtruction 
both of body and ſoule. Dama asketh 
the queſtion, Lord, who aall dwellin thy 
Tabernacle, and who ſhall reſt ypen thy holy 
AAonntame? and maketh anſwere, vecie 
5. He that giueth not h;; money to YJury Cc. 


£- 
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| If hee that' giueth not his Money to 


Vlunie, ſhall dwell in the Lords T aber- 
nacle, and reſt in lis holy Mountaine, 
then it muſt needes follow , that hee 
which giueth his Money to V ſury, ſhall 
be ſhut out of Gods Tabernacle, and 
not reſt in his holy Mountaine, Andif 
hee That hath not ginen foorth pon Vjirie, 


neither hath taken any mcreaſe, ſhall lite Ezecas.8, 


with the Lord for ener; then hee that hath 
ginen foorth vpon Vjurie, ard taken mcreaſe, 


9313» 


ſoallnot lige.verl.17, but die, his blooa ſhall Heue 15.8, 
bewypon him . Oar Sauiour Chriſt com- Math.y. 4t. 
maunds vsto lend, looking for nothing Lu*.6:35- 
againe. eA good mwmn({aith Daria) exer Plal.z7.26. 


Aercifull, and lendeth. Mercy and Len- 
ding ſhould goe togeather : wee muſt 
lend to others to better their c{tate, not 
to better our ſelues, and begger our 
brethren - As the law of Divorce was 
permitted in CAſoſe his time, becauſe 
of the hardneſle of their heartes; fo is 
Vſurie ſuffered, but not alowed by the 
Lawes of our Land, becauſe ot the 
hardneſle of mens heartes,to feta bond, 


' or mecere to memts couctouſneſle, be- 


cauſe there 15 no Mercic among them. 
And as there is no Mercy with this vn- 
- mcict- 


lames.5,3. 


Haba. 140 


Mat.13.29. 
3% 
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mercifull brood, in forcing men to re- 
pay more then the principall which 
they borrewed; ſo if the borrower 
vpen cxtremitie breake day with 
them, he had as good be halfe hanged, 
then will they play vpon him with 
their crueltic z then ſhall he be ſure to 
be ſued vpon forfeytures, no remedie 
but cither pay, or to Priſon ; they will 
either haue his Coyne,or his Carkaiſc. 

How dare ſuch vamercifull wretches 
looke vp towards Heauen, hope to be 
ſaucd by the death of Chrift, or cry to 
God for mercy in their miſeric, wiule 
they ſuffer their owne ficlh and blood, 
their brethren and ſiſters in the Lord, 
tolicin Priſon, for not payment of a 
iitlepelte; which at the day of ludge- 
ment ſhall witneſle agaiaſt them, and 
condemne them for cuer : yea, the very 
Stones of the Priſon, ſhall cry venge- 
ance againſt them, for their crueltic : 


It is lawtull indeed for cucry man to: 


demaund his owne; but to doe it in 
Mercie,not with extremitic, as that Ser- 
uant who tooke his fellow Seruant by 
the throat, ſaying, Pay that thox oweft. 
And as the Jews, who preſled downe 
their 
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their debters. Gods Children muſt Eſa.58.6, 
ſhew mercy cuen in asking their owne: 

we may not hunt with rauening affeRi- 
ons, but vſc Mercy towards all, & haue \ 
patience with our needy Brethren , 
though it be to our hinderance, 


Laſtly,to kint vp all in a word, many 
poore people liue 1n miſery, but where | 
1s our mercic that zwce ſhew vnto them ? 11 


Paul commendeth the liberality ofthe | 
Churches of Afacedonia, how thatto their , Gor.8.3; 

power, yea and beyond their power they were 

willing, ſuch buwels of Mercie had they 

toweards their poore bretheren, that 

wanted, In the primitine Church r--y 

fold their Lands for the reliefe of the poore. AQ 43439 

ena the ( hnrch purpoſed toſend releiſe to a,uzg. 

the bretheren whick dwelt at [ndea, enen vn- 

required thrrexnto, But now the Fathers 

of the Primitine Church arcdead, and 

Mercifull compaſsion is dead, and gone 

with them : They rclieued the poore to 
their power, yea, and beyond their po- * 
wer, but noiy for the moſt part, among | 
the Countrey people, they thatare molt # 
power-fali are leaſt pitifull; and they [ 
that have moj{t money, haucleaſt mer- 
Cie, They fold their Lands, and cave 
nc 
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the money to the poore, butin this fin- 
fullage, ſome buy Lands, and begger 
the poorey they willingly relecued their 
bretheren, though notrequired there- 
vnto, but (alas) how hardly are men 
now drawen todiſtribute to the neciſ. 
ſitic of the Saints, yea, cucathey that 
hauc great aboundance of wealth, giue 
what they giue ſo grudgingly, = uwi- 
gardly, thac the poore fiade little com- 
ort: What wringing, oppreſsing, and 
beggering of the poore members of || 
Chriſt is, that in maay places which | 
ſhould be relicued, notwithſtanding 
the Word of God condemning all Vn- 
mercitulneſſe; and good Lawes, and | 
Statutes enafted to the contrary. If 
then the Lord had a quarrell with the - 
Children off/#ael,and threatned [udge- 
meats againſt them, becauſe they were 
vanercitull, then will he not ſpare vs 
now in this [ron aze of the world, when 
molt men haue even ſhut vp their bow- | 
els of mercie, 
Nor knowledgeof Goa inthe Land. 
They were [/raelites, how hapned it 
then that they wanted the knowledge 
Excd.6,7, of God? The Lordchoſe them to be ns owne 
people | 


r.loh,3.17. 


— 
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people, Hee fedde them with Aſanna inthe Exod 19, 


widerneſſe, He carried them on E agles wigs E 
ant of all dawnger. They had the Sacrament of 


Circumciſion. They were commanded to hae 1). 
their kouſe- Ex0.3,ut 


the Law of Ged written 
poſter. Whether it were of their ( hilaren, or 
Beaſtes, the firſt borne was conſecrated ro God, 
T hey had the Prophets of God to teach 
them &c. butthough they had never ſo 
many meanesto know Ged, and had 
the word of God among them, yetthe 
Lord heere ceargeth them by his Pro- 
phet that there was no knowledge of God in 
the Land. 

T his is the ground of all Religionto 
know God. Itwere better to bee a beaſt 
then a man, and not know God: a beaſt 
1s in better caſe then hee, when the beaſt 


 dycth, thereisan end; brtthe Soule of 


man ſhall live or die for euer. This is the 
wel-ſpring of all doftine, It is won- 
derfull that the knowledge of God is 
not plentifull, ſecing there 1s ſo much 
teaching. 
Nor knowledge of God inthe Land, 

T h1s triketh art the root, that there is 

no knowledge of God in the Land. 


The wickcd indeed hauc anaked and 
. bare 
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bare knowledge, or lite apprehenfion 
ofthe knowledge of God, and deſcen- 


ding into the Heart, but \wimming in | 


theBraine like that euill Seruant, 7hat 


LuKk-1247+ pew his Maiſters will, and prepared not him 


Mar,1.24- 
24« 
Luk.4.4t+ 


Luk $8.28, 
AQ,19.5. 


Eſag3.1t- 


Euk.r.77. 
1.lob,z 3. 


ſelfe, neither did according to his will, Yea, 


the very Diuels know there is a God, 
that there ſhalbe a reſurreion, and a 
ludgement. 

But there is an other knowledge of 
God, which carrieth the minde with a 
full ſway to ſerue God : this is an holy 
and: ſanftified knowledge, diſcending 
into the Heart: of this knowledge of 
God, the Prophet heere ſpeaketh : As 
alſo Eſay propheſying of Chriſt, ſayth; 
By his Knowledge, ſhall my righteous Scr- 
rant inſtifie many : for hee ſhall beare their 
miquities, lohn Babtilt Was ſent to gine 
knowledge of this Saluation. And S, lohn 
ſaxth. Hereby wee are ſure that wee know 
him, if wee heepe his Commaczndementes, 


Where this knowledge of God is, it 


bringeth toorth holy obedience to the 
Lawes of God ; not abſolute, ut a carc 


to doc them : our endeauour muſt beto 


pleaſe God, and howſoever wee be 0- 
ther-wayes weake, wee {hall ftiade itas 
a 


—-. 
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a meane to purge vs from the corrup- 
tion of our nature, and to hold vs backe 
from ſinne. They that hane this know- 
ledge, are not vnfruitfoll in good 
Workes, it worketh to their convuerfi- 
on. Ifthen thou wilt know whether 


thou hauecthis ſanAified knowledgeof 


God, it ſhall appeare if thou be fruite- 
full in good workes, if thou hauc not 
an = —_ care to keepe Gods Com. 
mandementes, all thy knowledge is 
finne before God. 
The Iſraelites had the knowledge of 
God ; but God teis them, they are like 
the Oxe and Aſle. The Oxe knowetb his Elay 1.x 
owner, and the Aſſe his Maiſters Crib; But 
Iſrael hath not knowen : my people hath not 
wnderſtood : and the reaſon was, becauſe 
they were loaden with iniquitie. yer(.4. 
And accuſing them of finne by thePro- 
het Teremie. They have not knowne mee lere.g.3, 


(faith the Lord.) And Dazid faith, T hey Pal.g5.th 


erred in their heartes, becauſe they knew not 
his wayes. So in like manner the Prophet 
Hoſeas hecre ſummoning the people of 
Iſrael to appeare belorc the Lord for 
their ſinnes, chargeth them that they 
wanted the knowledge of Ged. 

They 
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T / They were accuſed to haue no 
knowledge of God, becauſe they had | 
nota ſanfified knowledge, working in | 
them a care, and conſcience to keepe 
Gods Commandements. And | pray 
God this finne be not found among vs, 
I feare mee it may ſo, Some want the 
| key of Knowledge, and therefqre they 
cannot open the Cheſt of God,and de- 
liger Manna; ſome are idie, and wall | 
not: and where the meaneis vſed, itis | 
wonderfullto ſec how the Diuell ſeckes } 
to pullit away, and to keepe men in 1g- 
noraunce. Vpon the Sabaoth dayes, 
which are Gods great market daycs 
for the Soule, when eAarons golden 
Belles ring, and when God calleth the {| 
pcopleto the Welles of the Water of | 
life, [tis wonderfull co ſee how Satan | 
drawes themazvay, after the pleaſures | 
and profites of this World ; ard labou- 
reth nothing more, then to {mother Re- 
ligion, and the knowledge of GOD: 
One day of (eaucn is ordayned of 
God, as the Lords great (chooling day, 
if the Divell can ſteale that day, let him ! | 
Mathoz.s fake all. Itis the worke of Satanto catch 
the Word out of our hearts. 
And 


— 
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And ſeeing that where the know- 
kdge of Gad is wanting, all vices doc 
abound : let vs labour to haue an cf- 
feftuall knowledge of God, leſt it be 


$uely ſayd of vs, There is no knowledge 


of God amongſt vs, And when wee ſee or 
hearethe wicked boaſting, and prating 
of God, and of his Mercics and Promi- 
fes made in his Sonne Chriſt Teſus, let 
vs be bould to tell them (as heere the 
Prophet doth the Children of 1/-ae/) 
that they haue no Knowledge of God, 
This ſhould teach vs to adde Prattiſe 
to Knowledge, 

To conclude this part, let vs preſent 
our (clues euery oneot vs-at the barre 


| of Gods ludgment ſeate, as a pcople 


indited and arraincd ypon theſe ſeuerall 
Inditements, viz. want of Truth, want 
of Mercy, and the Knowledge of God, 
and letour owne conſciences gue cul- 
dence, and (it as Iudges too, and wee 
ſhalbe found guilty 1m all z and there- 
fore no remedy but ſpecdily ſue for 
pardon to the chicfe Iudge {rſt Zeſis, 


' whois mercifull to all that truely turne 


to him, | | 
And thus much concerning their 
F. Lancs 


' 
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finnes of omiſsion. It foloweth, 

By >wearing, and Lying, and Killing, and | * 
Stealing, and Whoring, they breake out, and 
bloud toncheth Blould. | 

Theſe words arc a proofe of the for. 
mer accuſation, wherein the Prophet 
proceeds tochrge the children of //raell 
with ſinnes of Commiſsion:; and ficſt, 
with ſwearing, 

Swearing is of two ſorts, lawfull and 
valawfull. Againe, alawfull Oath is of 
two ſorts, Promiſſorium and Aſſertoriums, 

By the one, we promiſe to doe ſome= 
thing hereafter, By the other, wee af- 
firme or deny a thing to bee ſo, or not 
ſo: but will aotſt«nd vpon theſe di- 
fin tions. 

Alawfull Oath is a ſolemne and car. 
neſt affirmation or negation of athing 
lawfull and honeſt, C the name of 
God,whereby we defirehim who is the 
onely {carcher of the heart, to be a wit- 
neſle to the truth, and apuinſher of 
them that ſweare falſely. 

A lawfull Oath ſhould haue three 
companions, I ruth, ludgement and ' 
Righteouſneſle + this is proued. Thow 


I, wage- 
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Wdrement and in eonſneſſe. As Truth 
= hould be the ptr of ail our ſpeaths 
> ſpecially, when wee take the God of 
for. ruth ro witneſle, wee ſhould be care. 
hee full to ſpeake nothing but the fimple 
melt JFuth . Wee cannot ſweare lawtiilly, 
i, Pilelle we (lweare trucly, our heart and 

" ſpngve muſt goe togeather; and wee 
ſt be alſuced we ſweare nothing bur 
he truth : And therefore Saint {hr:i/o- 
owe that golden mouthed Father ſaid 
ay ell.O ms qui urat, ad hoc wrat, vt quod 
f, Drowment loguatar, Whoſoener ſwearech, 
wearetho thisend, that whathe ſpea- 
eth, be truth; Thercongue and minde 
uſt ſweare togeather . Wee may not” 
— Fquiuocate with the double hearted 
» FPapiſtes, whom GOD hatech', who 
7 weare one thing, aud thinke another 


ho haue one heact for the Prince, an- 
' Þtherforthe Pope, like /xcobs Sonnes, 
p hen they talked decetfully with the Siche- 
tes: but heart and congue mutt 10ync Hicd.C.a6, 
geather in onetruth, _ pen. 
\ Sccondly, he that ſwearcth lawfully, Gen.a5 37. 
ould ſweare in ludgement . When Gen.z1,44. 
ee are called before a lawfull Iudge £29442: 3. 
» Maviſtrare, to tellific atruch, winch — 
| E 2 may »WL,9e.7+ 


Gen,yz4.13, | 


TR_ Then we ſhould ſweare with good dif- 
14, Cretion and aduiſcmentz not lightly, 
2Chro.34. not raſ{hly,nor doubtfully,but with due 
3 coenfidcration, and certaine knowledge 
of eyery particular that wee ſpeake 0 
and that in matters of great jmportance 
and neceſvitic, 
A third companion of a lawfull 
Oathis Righreouſneſle, It miſt be a- 
grecable to right and equitie, and ac-+ 
cording to Iuſtice, which giueth both [Ge 
to God and man his due : Jt muſt nci- wo 
ther be againſt the loue of God, nor [50 
our Neighbour. It muſt not bean hire 
Oath, ſo to ſell a mans ſoule to Sathan bf i 
for Money , neither for fearc, fauour, ſth 
friendſhip,nor flatterie; not to doe thy þh4 
Friend a pleaſure, and hurt thy Foe, but We 
in agodly zealc of the righteoulneſle 
of the cauſe, and with adeſire that God 
may beglorificd in the truth, 
Butthere 1s an other kind of Oath, Ax 
which is contrary to that trueth which, | . 
ſhould be in Gods children, and which pe 
the Prophet in this place condemneth in \w 
the children of //-4c/{: and that is vnlaw- [etl 
lull 
| 


| 


tnditement, 79 
t buYull Swearing,as when men ſweare. 


auſe 1 By Creatares. 

d dif. 2 Of Cuſtome, 

hely 3 Fallely. 

1 due} None ſhould be taken to witneſle a 


ruth, but onely God the Authour of 
ruth : God made the Creatures to 


weare by them, and giuethat honour 
vFull to them, that is due and {6 make 

ur ſelues [dolaters. 

And the reaſons are : Firſt, becauſe 
»oth|God commaundeth it asa part of his 

nel- fvorſhip. Thew ſpalt feare the Lord thy D<rt. 5.13, 
nor [God,and /erue him, and ſhalt ſmeare by his 

Ire . Eſaythe Prophet having ſpoken 

han pf the happy eftate of the Church, and 

our, the miſcrie of the wicked, ſayth, Hee a 
thy þhar fall bleſſe in the earth. ſoall bleſſe bim- p11 6 
but Welfe im the true God : and he that ſfmeareth m 4th. 4 19, 
elle þhe earth, nall [weave 7 the true God. 

od | Secondly, becauſe it is a part of the 
nuocation of God. 7ca/tGod (faith the Rom-1-9 
th, Apoſtle).z record to my ſoule, wh * | 
ct þ Thirdly, ſeeing God is called a wit- ] 


ch meſle to the conſcience, wee mult onel y 
in fſweare by him that ſearcheth and try- 
w- [eth the heart, 

all F 3 Fourth- 


| | 0 I 


Tere 5.7. 


Math, $.34- 


Tam,F.13, 
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Fovurthly, becauſe God in his Word 
expreſly torbids to ſweare by Creaq 
tures, and complatneth that the Jewes 
had forſaken hum, And ſwore by thems that 
erexz0 Gods. Our Sauiour Chrilt forbids 
ro {weare By Heazen, for it is the Throne 
God, nor by the Earth for it i; his Footeſtoleyl, 
wetthey by fernſalem. fort us the (itie of the 
great Kmg ,, neuher by thine Head, becauſe 
thou ramſt not make ove haire white or blacke. 
Ana *e Apoltle Saint James faith, Bes 
fore all things my brethren, Sweare not nei- 
ther by Heanen, nor by Earth, nor by any 
other Oath, 

F.ftlv,hecavufe this kind of Swearing 
brings do + ne the ludgements of Go 


Arnos 8.14, VPon them t1ar vie it. They that [wear 


Zcpbas, 


by the ſinne of 3amaria, that us, by [dols 
ſay. thy God, O Dan lmeth, they ſhall fall 
and neuer riſe up agame. And by the Pro- 
phet Zephany, The Lord threatneth to cut 
eff them that ſweare by the Lord, and by 
Malcham, 
T his ſerueth toreproue the Papilts,' 
and other prophane Wretches, who 
ſwcare by them that are no Gods, or 
jtoyne God with idols as, by God and| 
the World, God and the Yirgin Mon, 
0 


| 


luditement. | $t 


d] | God and Fayth ,and therefore forſake 
\ theLord, Is the Virgin Saint CALary 
God? [sthat etcheT [doll the "Malls 
aGod? Is your Fayth, Truth, Fire, 
Light, Bread, &c. ſo many Gods ? Such 
Svearers doe forſake 4 true Gad of 
 Heauen,and make Creatures their gods. 

' Whenthe Romans {ware by the fortune 
of Ce/ar, they made Ceſar their God. 
When Nabuchadnezar (ware by his 
Throane and Kingdome, hee made his rydi.eo, \ 
Throane aud Kingzdome his God. Po- 
"+ to ſaue his life, would nor ſweare 

y the good lucke of Ceſar : and ſhall 
we ſweare by thoſe that are no gods? 

A ſecond kind ot ynlawfull —_ 
is, when men ſweare of cuſtome, an 
in their ordinaric talke garniſh their 
Wordes with graceleſlec and ncedlcſſe 
Oathes, whereby they doe diſhonour 
God : This the Lord forbiddeth. 7heu 

#d bi: ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in Exod 20,7, 

: VAINe, for the Lord will ot hold him guilt- 

ſts, lefſe that taketh his nam? in vane, 

who) And the holy Ghoſt faith, A-cuffome 

not thy mouth ta Swearing, for m it there ave 
and} many falls neither take vp for acuſtome the 


ſary, nammg of the Holy one : for thou ſyalt act be 


20d F 4 var 


Fedefiz. 23, 


9,10,11, 


Ecclefi, 27, 
14+, 


Math. 5.27. ſaith, Let your communication be / 


loam. 5.134 
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pnpuniſhed for ſuch things,verſe,10. For ay 
a Seruant which is oft puniſhed, can not be 
without (ome ſearre : ſo hee that Sweareth 
and nameth God (in vaine) continually, 
foall not be faultleſſe. «A man that wſcth 
wuch Swearing, ſhall be filled with wicked- 
ee(ſe, and the Plague ſhall not acpart from his 
houſe. Our Sauiour Chriſt hkewiſe 

ea, yea; 
nay, nay : for whatſocrer ts more then theſe, 
commeth of enill , And the Apoſtle Saint 


fame ſaith, Let io yea, be yeaz aud your * 


yay,nay leaſt you fallinto condemnation, 
Thus you ſee, that Swearing vpon 
cuftome in our ordinarie talke and 
communication, is a ſinne that God 
will puniſh; itleaucth a Brand, and a 
Marke of Gods vengeance behinde it: 
the Plagues and Iudgements of God 
ſhall cleaue to him, and adide in his 
houſe that vſeth it: The praQtiſe of it 
(as our Sauiour Chriſt ſaith) 1s of euill, 
thatis, of the Diuell, becanſe hee is the 
Authour of it : and(as Saint /ames ſaith) 
the end of it is damnation, Notwith- 
ſtanding the corruption of our times 
are ſuch, that few men make conſcience 
of :t, every Roague taketh the ſacred 
name 


i 
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name of God into his mouth, & maketh 
it an occupation to begge by: enery 
Pedler and Petty- .chapman, burniſheth 
his bad Wares, with the glorious name 
of GOD; and hee Is accounted a chap- 
man not worth a Chip e, that will not 
{weare, to deceive thoſe that deale with 
him : neuer was ordinarie and idle 
Swearing more in requeſt amongſt 
the me, then now among vs Chn- 
tians. 

Thelaſt and higheſt degree of Swea- 
ring 15 Perturie, or ſwearing falſely, 
Some make a difference betweene 
them, as Perinrie in that which 1s to 


, come; and forſwearing in falſely aftir- 


ming, or denying athing to be (o, or 
not ſo; neuertheleſle the one 1s often 
taken for the other, 

This Periurie or falſe Swearing, is an 
horrible fiane : the Lord hath expreſly 
forbidden it in his Law . Ton ſrall not 
(ſaith hee) Sweare by my name falſly neither 
ſhalt tha defile the name of thy God. I am 
the Lord. The flying Booke of Gods (urſcs 


ſhall enter into the houle of hims that fal «ly 


' 


Swearetb by my name (air 1the Lord, and 


| #t ſtallrermaine in the midd:ſt of his houſe, 


An 


Leuitg.12, 
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ard ſhall conſume it, with the timber thereof, | 
andthe ftones thereof, By his Prophet le- 
remie hee reproucth the Tewes for this 
finne. = Lord Hateth and abhor- 
reth them that pweare fal ly. 

And leaſt we ſhould thinke that God 
would ſo haue done with them, he ſaith, ' 


Plal.r3.2. They ſpall not dwell in his Tabernacle, nor 


reſt in his holy Mountaine . They ſhalbe 
excluded out of the holy Cittic 3 «And 


Apo.21.38, fromthe Tree of Life; and they ſhall haue 


their part in the Lag which barneth with fire 
and brimfſtone : which is the ſecoud death. 

How dangerous and damnable a 
finne Periuric or falſe-Swearing is, it 
may appeare by many Reaſons; eſpeci- 
ally becanſe they finac, 

1. eAainft God, 
2. e Againſt them ſelues. 
3. Azamſt their neighbours . 

Firſt, they ſinne againſt God, becauſe 
when they ip:ake azainſt the Trueth, 
they ſpeake aga. + od, and take part 
with the Duuell ; and therefore God ha- 
teth them. 

Second'y,becanſcthey doe not onely 


turne the Tructh of God into a Lie, but -}- 


alſo make God a party in their ſinne,& 
take 


. 
ee CE —_ 
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take the name ofthe God of Truth, to 
witneſle alye. 

And thirdly, becauſe they commit 
hightreaſon againſt God, for as when 
an carthly King commuttcth the yuan 
Scale of his Kingdome to the cuſtodie 
of ſome one man; If hee to whom the 
ſame 13 committed, ſhould therewith 
ſcale Letters of Treaſon, hee might 
wſtly bee condemned for a Traytour : 
So, ſeeing the glorious Name of God 
15 commuccedto vs, as a Scale, to teſti- 
fie and confirme the Tructh; as if an 


man abuſe that bleſſed Scale of the ſa- Heb.s.15: 


cred Name of the King ef Heaucn, to 

confirme a Lie withall, hee committeth 

high Treaſon againſt the Maicſtic of 
od, 

2. Secondly, Periurie,or Falſc-ſ\wea- 
ring,is an horrible finne: becauſe For- 
ſworne wretches do {ianc againſt them- 
ſclues. 

Firſt, in that they doe gine them- 
ſclues vp to Satan, by their Periurie, 
they renounce God, and all the ſweete 
Promiſes conteyned m the Booke of 
God, whereupon they lay their hang, 
and bring downe vpon their owne 

heads, 


Tohn. $.44. 


lam 2.19, 


A Sinners 


heads, all the fearefull woes and curſes 
contained in the ſame Bookez when a 
falſe-ſwearer reacheth out his hand to 
the Booke, hee giueth it to the Divell , 
kifling theBooke, he kifſeth the Diuell; 
when hee bringeth meateor drinke to 
his mouth with that hand, hee feedeth 
himſelfe with the hand of the Diuell , 
nay, rather he remaineth a Diucll incar- 
nate,then a man, 

Secondly, they doe finn: againſt 
themſclues, becauſe they make them- 
ſelues worſethen Sathan For though bee 
be alier, and the father of lies, yet wee doe 
not read, that hee durſt cuer preſume 
to ſeale his lies with the pame of God : 
But the filthy for-ſworne Catifeis one 
degree beyondethe Diucll,: for hee is 
bothalyer, and alſo dare without re- 
uerence, feare, or trembling, take Gods 
name into his mouth, to confirmealye 
withallz which Sathan neuer durſt doe. 
There 1sno infirnall Diuell that cuer 
caſt himſelfe into condemnation for 
Money z but ſome Periured perſons 
there are, who readily caſt Soule 
and Body into deftru&tion for a littlc 


Pelte and Drofle of this world ; 3Y/1ch 
On - 
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' oneday ſhall witneſſe againſt them. lams5.3 
: : Thirdly, it is a dangerous and dam- 

nablc finne, becauſe for-ſworne per- 
ſons finne alſo againſt their neigh- 


| boursz whom they hurt or offend by 


© © & 


—— 


their Periurie. Firſt, ifit be in the pub- 
lique place of Iuftice, hee ſinneth a- 
gainſt the Iudge, in cauſing him, by his 
Periurie, to giue vnrighteous ſentence; 
Judgement 1s peruerted thereby, and "N 
a bad cauſe paſſerh for good. Secondly, 
hee finneth againſt the luric, in cauſing di] 
them to giue vp afalſe verdi&. Yea,in 'k 
in word, his Perturie ſometimes pre- 
' vaylethſo farreagainſt his Neighbour, 14 

\ thatthereby hee carrieth away Lands a 
{ and Goods wrongfully;and ſometimes \ { 
| — a true mans Necke into the 
| 


* WW as ts 


—_—_ i ad 


alter, and caſteth downe his owne 
ſoule into Hell. 

T his finne is further aggrauated alſo, 
by conſideration of the matter ; If it be 
in a matter for the glory of God, the ſal- 
vation of mens Soules, the life of Man, 

o” his ſtate of living, or the publique 
10d of the Church or Common- 
* calthz hee that ſweareth falſey in ſuch , 5am. wr... 
f1ng5,hs finne 15 moſt horrible, Laft- 1049.18, 


ly, 


| 
bs CA Sinners 

ly,this ſinneis increaſed, when Periu- 
red perſons doe not onely take Gods 
name to witneſle a Lye, but alſo curſe 
themſclues, if it be nottrue which they 
affirme, whereas in their owne conſci- 
ence they know it to be a Lie. They 
will curſe themſelues to Hell, & proteſt 
they wil forſake God, if it be not (o as 
they ſay ; they will defire God to con- 
found them, and pray God they may 
neuer come to Heauecn if irbe not thus, 
and thusz with many ſuch like detcſta- 
ble imprecations,as would make a good 
mans heart quake to heare them Suck 
beaſtly people doe provoke God to his 
facc to take yengeance on them: andif 
the Lord in his Iuſtice, ſhould take 
them'at thetr wordes, how miſerable 
were their ſtate? 

Let vs then(beloucd) viſe the Name 
of God renerently z and when wee are 
called to rake alawfull Oath, let vs doe 
itn Trueth, [udgement, and Righte- 
oulneſle : let ys not accuſtome our 
ſclues to ſweare by Creatures, nor to 
take Gods Name into our mouthes 10 
our ordinarie talke: and be 1t tarre from 
vs that wee ſhould preſume to ſcale a 


Lye 


2 ——— _ 
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Lye with the bleſſed Name of God, and 
/ ſo linne againft his ſacred Maicftie, a- 
| gainft ovr iclues, and our ſoules, and 
| a.:ainft our neighbours, and make our 

ſelues as gvilty of ſwearing,in the high- 
; eſt degree, as ever did the Children of 

Iſrael, & fo bring Gods fcarctull Indge- 
' ments ypon our heads. 


(end Lying: ) Next to Swearing, hee Lymg. 

\ Chargeth r;cm with Lying, and there- 

by prooucth, that there is no tructh a- 

mong them: Becauſe Swearing and Ly- 
| Ing tor the moſt part are Inmates, and 
: dwell both vnder one roofe, and walke Math. 25, 
; hand in hand, like the Thiefe and the 70.7% 
? Receiuer : or as the Viurer and theBro- 
| ker,(for take a Swearer,and hee 15 com- 

monly a Lyer : ) therefore the Prophe? 

heere placeth them next togeather, 


| AaLye, is a voluntaric ſpeaking of 
that which 1s vatrue, with a ume to 
decciue. S. Auguſtme maketh mention 
of cight kinds of Lyes ; but others con- 
'trathem into three ſorts, F 
x 
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I A Merry Sport, Delight, 
2 An Oftiou $ Lie, > for Gan, $1 Profi. 
3 A Malicions Spight, Hutt, 


Merry or Ieſting Lye; when aman 
of purpoſe telles a Lie, to delight, 
and make them ſport that heare him, 
Some goeabout to cleare this kind of F of 
lying not to be finne. But our $aui- 
our Chriſt ſaith, That of exerie idle word | life 
Math.12.36 that mor ſhell ſpeake, they ſhall gine account 
at the day of Indgement. [t wee mul} giue 
account tor cuery Idle word, before | me 
that great Iudge Icſus Chriſt; then | 
much more of Idle 'Lyes. And if the | pre 
Apoſtle Saint Paul would not haue vs 
ſo much as ſpeake Of any filthineſſe, nor | ye! 
Epnce5.4 fooliſh talking, nor ieſtmg, which are thinges ma 
not comety z but rather gining of thankes. | e.A 
Then why ſhould Chriſtians tarne | wi 
Fooles, to make others (port, or deuiſe } of 
teſting Lyes, to make men laugh, Bur # the 
Co!.4.6. rather take heede that their ſpeech be alwayes [ ten 
gratious and 1" with ſalt, and ſuch as | me 
x good to the v(e of edifying, and that | ſed 
it may miniſter (not gainc) but graco | Ge 
vuto the hearers. FX 
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he ſecond is an officious Lie, when 
aman tels a Lic for duties ſake, there- 
by to gaine 2ood toothers, by deliue- 
ring them trom death or danger, or 
procuring profice to themſelues . So 
the Mid-wiucs of Egipe, by a Lic,laued 


the Children of tne H-brews alv1c, Exad.t, x6; 
Rahab by her Lie preſeru-d the Spies jogs;. 


of Gods people. And Ifichal by tel- 


ling a Lie, ſaued her Husband Davids 1.Samy, 
life. Though ſome Writers, as Or:gen, 417» 


and Hierors, and others, ſeeke ſhifres 
to excuſe this kind of Lying in good 
wen, yet they are decciued ; for cuery 
Licis fiance: yea, though a man would 
pretend tomakea Lie for the glory of 


God, or the ſafeguard of a mans life; 


yet wee may not doc cuill, that good Roars.Þ, 


may come of it. And therefore Saint 
eAuguſtine ſaith concerning the Mid- 
wiucs Lie, made for the preſeruation 
of the liues of the young Children of 
the Ebrewes, That their feare of God, 
tender care, and carcfull compaſsion, 
mercitully to ſpare the Infants, plca- 


t/ ſed God; but their Lie _ not 


God. Andif (as the {ame Father ſaith) 


| Þy bee not layfull to Lie, though ir 
G. 


2guld 


Iob.13.7. 
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could beto the prayſe of God wack } 


leſle then for the ſaving of a mans life, 
Tob therefore repreoued a Lie in his 
Fiiendes, though it tended to defende 
the Lord : Will you ſpeake Wickedly (faith 
hee) for Gods defence, and talke deccntfſe ly 
for his cauſe? To ſay then that icme 
Licsare good, is as much to ſay, ſcme 
Sinnes are $o0d.Gods Law 1s Truth, & 
wharſocuer 1s contrarie to the Truth, 
is contrarie to Gods Lay : But cuerie 
Licis contrariero the T rueth, therefore 
euery Lie 1s contrarie to Gods Law. 
True it is that one hone is worſe then 
another; ſo is one Lie worle then an- 
other; but euery Lie is ſinne. God and 
Satan are two contrariesz ſoare Truc'l 
and Lying:Truth 1s from God,and Ly- 
ing is from the Diuell. Though God 
can doe ailthingsz yet hee cannot Lie, 
becauſeitis contrary to his nature : but 
when Satan Iycth, hee ſpeaketh of his 
owne, 

Letno man then inſtific that which 


God condemneth ; butlet all thoſe that | 
Joue the GOD of Truth, and hate the 


Diuell,loue Truth, and loath all manner 
of Lics, 


Agarne, 


” 
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hk gaine, as ſome goc about to make 
© | zood this kind of Lying, which tendes 
'sF tothe preſcruation of te, and to gaine 
e zood to others : So there 1s ſome a- 
h mong(t vs, that ſay, it 1sno {linneto Lie 
7 | for aduantage, thereby to bring pro- 
icY fate to themſelues, or keepe togeather 
CF that which they haue, alleadging the 
« example of /acob, who by his Mothers Geaz7,ig.) 
, | counſell,made alyeto his Father [zhak, 
ef thereby to gaine his Bleſsing,, They 
© | might as well ſay that Adulcerie and 
v. | Mutthcr are no finnes, becauſe Da- 
n| vid a man after GODS owne heart, ons 
- | commuirted them both. Wee multliue 
d | by Liwes, not by Examples : The 
falles of Gods Children arc mentioned 


"| in the Booke of life, for eur comfort 
a | and intruction; not for our Imitatt- 
>| on; Wee are to follow the Saintcs no 
T? farther, then they follow the Lord. So 
$ | alſo Gehazer made aLiet9 NVamas the 2King.s; | 
' Syria, thereby to make a gaine to ,,, 
i himſclfe: but ir proned a macde kinde 
t ;. of gaine; for hee gained the Leprofic to 
'\ himſelfe and jus polteritic. Such there 
> beemany now adayes, who make no 
conſcience to Lie for aduantage; yea, 


z} G2 It 


Aﬀts.34, 
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if they haue a Child or a Servant thar 
can Lie,to gainethem aGroar, oh, that 
1s a Child alone, that is a Seruant alone : 
But they doe little conſider that ſuch 


gainegotten by Lying, brings acurſe | 


vpon all thata man hath. 

eAnanias and Saphira Lied for ad. 
vantage, thereby —_—— to ſauc to 
chemi halfe the price of theirland 
but they payde deare for their Lying, 
they made but a ſory match of it. But 
though eAnanias and Sapbira were ma- 
nic} undred yeares agoc ſtricken dead 
by Gods wft Iudgement, tor this kind | 
of Lying, yet there is ſhill ſerme of 


_ me... _ 


their brood amongſt ys : Let aPoore 


maintenance or relicfe, their anſwere 
(for thc moſt part) is readier then their | 
A'mes, GOD helpe thee , I have it not 
for thee; and ſo lecking vp their Cha- 


| 


man make his moane to the Rich for ! 


ritie, they make no conſcience to be- 
lie the Lord, who hath given them * 
enough both for themſelues, and the * 
Poore. 


to part ſnch Peaſants an 
by ſome ſodaine Iudgement or other. | 


, 


. ma 


Were it nota inſt _— with God, ') lin 
their Pelfe, ; for 


T ahe * 
f 


| 
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Takeheed then, learne not thy tongue 
to Lic for aduantage, though thereby 
thou couldeft gaine, or ſaus a King» 
dome to thy l(elfte . Erery Lie is finne, 


 andthereward uf (ine 1s death, And, Roms.23, 


What ſpall it profit a man to winne all the Mat.16.36, 
World, and to looſe his owne Soule, 

Thechird, and worſt kind of Lying, 
1s a malicious or pernitious Lie, procee- 
ding trom a corrupt minde, and ten- 
ding to thehurtof others. Sv Potiphar Gen, 39,14, 
his wite be-lyed /o/eph. Such a Lie the 15.17. 1, 
falſc-witneſles teſtified againſt Naborh, i,Kuai.g, 
whuch coſt him his Land, and his Life 
too. So the two Elders be-hied Suſanna, Dan.rz.36, 
and (et her hard for her life. Such a Lie 3735 
alſo Hamas told againft Afordocas and Elter.z.8, 
the lewes.. And the Pharites againſt —_— 
Chriſt . No man was cuer ſo 1mpu- noe 
dent, as to goc about to excuſe, muc ; 
leſle to defende this kinde of Lying, 
Whether then it bee a merry, an off1- 
cious, or malicious Lic, though you 
turne the fayreſt ſide of it outward, and 


0 make the belt of it, yet if it bea Lie,ir 18 
| 


finne, and the worke of Satan, and chat 
for theſe reaſons. 


Firſt, becauſe God forbids all kindes 
G 3 ot 


Plal.s.6, 
- >; loh.$.4 4. 
q | "] 
p 
Y. f Gol. 39, 
i 
Prov.6,i6, 
19 


96 CA STACY 


Leui.r9 16, of Lics without diſtin&tion. 7how /calt | 


nor ((aith the Lord) wathe about with Tales 


Ecctel,7,13, among thy people, Fc, I am the Lord. Uſe 


not to make any manner of Lir, for the cu- 


ſtome thereof ts not good . Damd faith, 


T hat God ſhall acſlroy them that ſþeake Les. 


Our | 6k Chriſt ſayth ( without / 


making difference of Lyes) That Satas 
rs a Lyer, andthe Father thereof. T he A- 
politic Paz! would have vs caſt off Ly- 
ng, And ſpeaks trizeth erery man 10 his 
Netghbours © for wee are members one of 
another . And againe, Le not one to an- 
other, {ceing that you hane prit off the Old 
man with his Works : Who will not mabhe 
conſcience of Afurther, becauſe God ſerlids 
it? And ſeeing God commaundeth to 
cake Truth, and forbids all Lying, 

2x lhouldeſt not Lie, if thou couldelt 
gaincan houſe-full of Gold by itz be- 


cauſe God forbids it. 


Secondly, becanvſe God and good | 
men hateand abhorre :t, and therefore 


ttis twicerepeated among thoſe finnes 
which God hateth . And avaine, The 


Lyino linpzs are abhomiation to » the Lerd. | 
24 1:42:4 And therefore the holy Ghoſt prefer- / 


reti a Thiefe, before a Lyer : a Thicfe 
1; 


©" W0W 


OO EI. En 


ay —_ 
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15 betterthena man that is accuſtomed 
tolye: But they both ſhall hane deſtruttion Proc20.24, 
to heritage. 

And 2s God abhorreth all Lying, 
ſo good men alſo hate it. ef righteous 
may (({aith Salomon) hateth Lying words : 
but the wicke4canſeth flaunder, and ſname. 
Dand would not (utfer a Lier to dwell 
in his Houſe, nor tarric in his {i12hr. 
There ſhall no Deceitfill perſon ((auth hee) : 
dwell withiz mine Honſe z Hee that tellet!; Dlalnot7. 
Lies ſhall not remaine tn my ſraht . And 
therefore as Sa/omon prayed againft , 
Lying, folctall Gods Children doc the I 
like. 

Thirdly, becauſe Lying hurterh 
them that vie ir, It maketh good men 
wearle of their companie: It impayreth 
a mans credite, becauſe hee that accu- 
ſtometh his tongue to Lie, ſhall nor bee 
belecued at all : And therefore D-metri- 
#5 being asked whata Lyer gayneth by 
Lying ?hean{wered, 7at nee ſhall nat bo Ecc'ciho, 

eleened when hoe ſpoahet 5 trueth, A Lies 355356 
a wicked (ſhame in aman. And againe, 


Pro.13.5, 
Ecclc,25.2, 


o.% 


lere. 9.2-3» 


ts |  Boole a1 
The conditions of Licrs are wnhonelt, ani Eceit 4\.17+ 


their ſam? ts ener with ther. verſe 25. 
And therefore Gods Children ſhoulcl 
G 4 T 
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be aſhamed of lying. The very care of 


a mans credite ſhould make him to 
leaue It, 

Fourthly,becauſe it brings temporall 

Prodg.y. Iudgements with it. «4 Falſe witne|ſe 
(ſaith Salomon )ſhall not be unpuniſhed , and 
hee that ſpeaketh Lies, ſhall not eſcape. T he 

lole9:6433+ Gibeontss for makine, a Lie to loſuah, 
were accurſed, and made flaues to the 
2Kin.5422. 7{-aclites, Gehazs for maki'y a Lie to 

Elba, was puniſhed with Leproſie. 

Haman for his Lie was hanged. Ananias 

and $:phira for their lying, telt the hea- 
vic hand of Gods vengeance by ſos 

daine deſtruftion. By the Prophet 146- 

cheas the Lord — deſtrution 
azainſt the people for their crucltic, 

w_ * and tingShemil make them ſiche in (nm1- 
ting them, and deſolate.Cc. And heere he 
telleth the children of 7#ae/, that the 
Lord hath a controuerſie with them, 
And that their Land ſhall monrne,c+c. for 
lying,and otaer their finnes. 

Fittly, if this finne of Lying bee not 
repented of in this life, it bringeth at 
laſt, eternall deſtruction both of body 
and ſoulcy For the Fearefull, and Vnbelee< 
#127 ,and the Abbominable, & —_— 

4 


Eſter.7-10, 
AR. F-5,10+ 


| 
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the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brims- 
fone z which is the ſecond death. «And they 
ſhall not enter into the holy and heanenly Te- 
ruſalem ; but they ſhall be ſhut out with 
Dog ge, Enchanters, Whore mongers, Aſur- 
therers,aud Idolaters. God will deſtroy them 
that ſpeake Lyes. And the Apoſtle fayth, 
That the Law is not ginen 2110 a righteous 
man,but unto the lawleſſe, and diſobedient, 
to the wngodly, and the ſinner, to the unholy, 
and to the prophane, to murtherers of Fa- 
thers and mothers, to marſlayers, to whore= 
monger:,to bug gerers manſt ealers, tolyers,to 
the prriered ec. Itmuſt needs bea great 
— that cauſeth a Father to diſin- 
herite his Sonne : but ſuch a ſinne is 
liing, that it ſeperateth them that vſe ir, 
from the preſence and fauour of the 
God of Truth, depriucth them of his 
Kingdome, and maketh them ſlaues to 
Satan. 

Laſtly, becauſcit is a diueliſh finne, 
both in reſpe& of the beginuing, the 
pradtiſe,and end of it. 


Firſt, becauſe Satan told the firſt Lie. 6 
And when bee ſpzaketh a Lie, hee ſpeaketh of toh 8.44. 
bis 


| 
and Hf hore-monger: and Sorcerers, and Ido. Apo.21d,| 
| laterr,and all Lyers, ſpall haxe their paxe us 


37s 


AP0-32415» 
Plal.s \6s 


1Tim 1,9 
1%, 


» 


EN+J 4+ 


Killing, 


Rom.134 
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bis owne, | 

Secondly, becauſe they that vſc it,are 
of the Duucll : for as Peter was knowne 
to bee of Galilee, becauſe his ſpeach was 
as the Galileans y ſo Liers are knowne to 
bee of the Daiuell, becauſe their ſpeach 
1s alike, 

Thirdly, becauſe all Lies ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with the Diuell (as you haue 
heard}vnleſle they repent: Let all Gods 
Children then caſt away lying, becauſe 
God forbids it,God and good men hate 
and abhorre it, it hurteth them that vſc 
it : it brings Judgements temporall and 
eternall, andis a diucliſh finne, both in 
reſpe&t of the beginning, prattiſe, and 
end of it, 

(eAnd Killing.) This ſheweth more 
particularly, that there was no mercy 
among them; but crucltic, and Killing, 


”".@_— mw. 


———— ———— —  —_—_—_____ 
- 


Killing,is alſo of two forts: Lawſull, 


and vnlawfull. 
The Magiſtrate may lawfully Kill, 
or put to death malefaftors; becauſe he 
beareth not the Sword for naught: 
For hee is the CAlmiſter of Gol, to take 
venorance on bim that doeth exill, The 
Lord allo in his Law approucth, and 
Comms 
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comMmandeth this, Wholo erer Kill: th any Levitazo, 


LL _ 


are er{on, the [nudge ſhall fle a the 1 {urtherer, 9.10, | 
we | through IWitne(, es. [will (faith Dazid ) de- Leui. 24.194 i / 
as þ ſtroy: wth, \e wicked iathe l:ud. Where wee Pcut.19.16, | 
to | may ſce Daxids authoritic, as hee was on 
ch a King, hee voweth to God, as a thing — 
> Plal1or.s. 

acceptablets him, to deſtroy ,and roote 
YU- out all the Wicked : and thercfore hee 
ue al'ſocharged his fenne Sa/omon, to put 1King.3.5, 
ds Tab the Murtherer to death : Which 6 28.31 *3Vs 
uſe may ſcrue as a warrant to Magiſtrates, 
Are | (notwithſtanding the comman lement) 
vie | ©» puniſh Malcta&tours with death. 
nd | Beſides this, the Commanndement 
in | wasgiuento man , bur the Maviftrates > Cuto.t9, 
nd | killing, It 15 NON: as ki line, 1r13 Gods G 


at: on, God pnttech the Sw ord into! 11s 
ore hand; hes executes not the lud2ements RUM, 134 
oY of man,bur of the Lord, an 1c 13 Gods 


Y” miniſter apply ing himſclic tor the ſame 
all, * ching, 


: They are then greatly decciued, who 
a, | thinke it not laitull co put any man 
he to death,tor any cauſe, bur would hane 
it; * all Mercie, and no Iuſtice., Let $4/»- 


1h / 

ae | mmaniwearethemina word. Hee that 

he wſtifteth the withed, and hes that condems Prong 9, 
nd | meth the it, (HeH they be , are abhomma* 
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x.Sam.15.3, 1010 the Lord. So Saul,and eFchb, by 

911.13, their fooliſh pittie, prouoked God to 
1410.20.42. wrata,in ſparing of thoſe, waom God 

would haue put to death. t 

But there 1s alſo an vn'awfull kinde | | 

of Killing, which the Prophet in this | 1 

lace, condemnech in rhe Children of \ t 

ſracl, which 1s prattiled ſpecially in | t 

Pllyi4z 3 threethings; Hearc, Tongue, & Hand: | I 

.3+ againſtall which, Dauid prayeth, k 

Killing ot the Heart,is the fountaine: | t 

the Tongue.and Hand, areinſtruments. 

r 

t 


Gen8.12, The Lord ſaw that the imugin-tions of mans 
Heart :- exill, And our Sauwiour Chriſt 
Math.15.48, ſaith, That thoſe thinge which proceed out of | 
19, the © Mouth, com? from the Heart ;, and | 
they defile the man: For ont of the Heart, ' 
commeth exll thowghts murther, advulteries, | 1 
&c. Iris a bloody Heart, that maketha | a 
bloody Man. Sax! was a murtherer in 
1Sam13-1, Lfexrtand Will, when hee hunted after | 
1 Sam.192 7) 2474, and carricd a bloody minde a- | 
& 204314 33. ,_ . | 
gain{t him. So was Hamas a martherer 
rs > og in Heart.though notin effec. And the 
Marina. " Jews were mu: therers, when they went | 
Luk,:2.z. aboutco kill Chriſt, When a man carri. 
Iok,8.39. etha killi»g aff:fion, then he 1» a mur< | « 
therer, and a right lnme of the Divell, } 


Tae þ 


! 
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The bloody-minded Seminaries that 

ge ſent ouer into England, and our late 
Gun-powder traytors, and the reſt of 
that camnable and {'opiſh brood, who 
hzuec from time to time, plotted moſt 
inhumane and bloody attempts againſt 
| the Lords annoynted, and & ſtate of 
this Realwe, though the Lord of his 
meere mercie towardes ys (his Name be 
therefore ever bleſſed) hath fruſtrated 
their filthy and inhumane attemptes, 
and brought the Wheele vpon them» 
ſclues yetare they accurſcd Murthe- 
rers betore God: their blood bee ypon 
themſclues. 


| 


Secondly, the Tongueis an inſtru 
ment wherewith the Heart killeth; and 
it hathalſs many weapons to kill with- 
all, eſpecially ſixe. 

1. Comnſcll. 
2. Commanundemest. 
3. Falſewitneſſe, 
4+. Suexce, 
5. Slander, 
. Backbyting. 


QA 


% St. lames deicnibeth the properties 
| of a Killing tongue. Jt « Fire, yea 4 (,w,z.6,7, 


world of Wickeaneſſe, it defileth the whole 
body 


$3,9,1p» 


Pſal.$2.2-4 


Eccieſ.29, 
13.10 22, 
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body, and ſetteth on firs the conrſe of Nature : 
ana ts ſet on. fire ef Hell. 7. For the whole 
nature of Beaſt: 'r, and of Birds, an1 of cree- 
ping thirgs, ana things of the Sea, is tamed, 
and hath becntam:sa | of the natwere of man. $. 
But the Tongue can no mantame,it is an vn 
rely ezull, full of ds aaly poyſon. Cc. 
Therefore, though the Heathens 
know not God, yet they know this 
well cnough, and iherefore Eſope bec- 
ing ſent by his Maiſter to the Market 
to buy the belt and worſt Meate, hee 
bought ail Tongues; affirming thatno 


5 
fleſh was better * ik avood T ongue, 


and none worſethen a badde : Tonguc: 
Itis akillingand deſtroying weapon, 
and cutteth deceitfully like a ſharpe 
Raſor, The aonbleTongze (faith the ſonne 
of Syracy ) hath deſtrozed many that were 
at peace z it hath diſqu'cted many, and drinen 
them from nation to nations ſtrong (ities 
hath it broken dowae, ani oxerthrowne the 
houſes of great mea. The ſrroke of the Rodd 
m4 wth mavics tin the feſt z but the [tr ohe of 
the Tongue break: th the bones. 17.The tongue 
ath ſlr'n: more 1en the Sword, 28. Tle 
death theres] s az ertll 0th, Fell were bet- 
tert;c2 ji6 our. & Killing Tongue 18 
CO - 
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4 
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compared to a Serpents tongue. It is 
compared to an Arrow, and a ſharpe 
Sword: Nay,itis worſe then any ſharpe 
Sword, or Arrow ; for the Sword, and 
Arrow,onely wound, or kill the Body; 


killeth a mans eſtimation and good 
name, A man may beare off, or flic 
from the ſtroke of the Sword, or ſhot 
of the Arrow z but there is no way to 
eſcape a klling Tongue. The woundes 
which the Sword, or Arrow giueth, 
may bee healed ; but no Salve can cure 
the wounds of a badde Tongue. The 
Sword or Arrow kill, or hurtnone, but 
thoſe that are at hand, or not farre off : 


| but amurthering Tongue, woundeth 


and killeth thoſe often, that are many 
miles diſtant. 

Sceing then that the Tongue 18 ſuch 
a perilous weapon, that there 15 no 


: 


ks —_—_— — 


medling withit, let vs onely pray a- 
eainſt it, as Damid Cid. Heare my woyee 


ſeare of the enemne .. Heide mire from the 


pk conſprracte of the Wicked, and from the race 


of the workers of In:quitie, which hawe whet 
their Ton'ne hike a Sword, ard fot foorth 
» % - 

their 


but abadde Tongue alſo hurteth or ,, 


Plal140.3; 


lere. 9.8, 
lob. $.15, 
Pal 64-34 
lal.$9.7+ 
fal,t20. 44 


(0 God) in my prayer, preſerne my life from Pſa.64.1,2,3 


lob.$ak 
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their Arrower bitter word;. 

Thurdly, the Hand is alſo an inftru- jj 
ment wherewith the Heart killeth, 
ſometimes by the miniſterte of an 0- 

z.SaMm?. ther, So Daxid killed Urias. So Ahab [| 
hr us and Tezabel killed Naboth. So Hered | 
w, FilledallthemaleChildrea that werein | 
Beth-lem, and in all the coaſter thereof) 
which is to bee conſidered of ſuch bad 
men,as when they cauſe others to com- 
mit Murther, thinke themſclues inno- 
cent: but letall ſuch know, that they | 
are Murtherers, though they vſe others 
as their inſtruments. 

Sometimes alſo the Hand killeth by f 
withholding ortakingaway things ne- | 
neſlarie from them that haue need : For 
hee that withholdeth or taketh awa 
the meanes whereby life 1s ek 
hec is a Murtherer, 

And therefore the Lord in the Law, | 
faith, 7how ſhalt not oppreſſe an Hired ſer- 

Marh.2.16. #4#t, that i5needy and poore, 5c. But thou 
Deut.24.g. [54 g'ne him his Hire for his day, neither || 
1. Sſoallthe Sunne goe downe wpon it, for hee is || 

prore, and therewith ſult ayneth 1.5 life, leaſt 

hee cry agamſt thee into the Lord, exc. 

And hence 1t 1s, that the Lord by his 

Prophct 
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Prophet E/ay chargeth the vnmercifull egy 1.15; 


iſtru- if and oppreſsing /ewe,, that their Hands 
lleth,  arcfull of Blood. And 7eſ#s the ſome of 
an o- ff Syrach ſaith, Who ſo bringeth an Offering of g..1. 
Ahab | the good; of the Poore, doth as one that p-#4 — 


Herod i ficeth the Sonne before the Fathers eyer.2r. 
erein [} The Bread of the needfull, is the life of the 


ereof 1 
1 bad 


com» 
INNO* 


they | 
thers 


: 


Poore ; hee that defrawdeth him thereof, is 4 
Mourtherer. 22. Hee that taketh away his 
Neiwg\bours Lining ſlayeth hins : and hee 
that defrawdeth the Labourer of his Hire 8 
4 Bloodſnedder. Thus the greedie cut- 
throates of the World kill their Brea- 
thren, by ſuffering poore Soules to 
ſtandcrying at their doores, without 
comfort ; of whom St. eAvguſtine ſaith, 


' Stnon paniſti, occideſts. 


Others, by their immoderate in- 
hauncing of theprice of thinges, rac- 
king Rentes,depopulating of Townes, 
and turning out the Poore to begge, 
and taking away the meanes of their 
maintenaunce, become guilticof their 
blood. 

" Sometimes alſo the Hand Killeth by 
aftuall Murther, committed vpon the 
body of another. So Kain killed his 
brother Habel, So Ioab llled Abner,and 

H. Amaſa, 


Gen.4 % 

2.5am, 3.27 

4,52m,20, 
194 
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And laftly, when aman layeth vig- 
lent hands on himſclfe ; So Sant and his 
5s. Armonr bearer fell upon their Swords, and 
2.Sam-17, killed themſelues. Thus alſo eAhitophel, aud 

?Z* Indus, hanged themſelnes. 

Mat.37-ſ9- Having thas ſhewed you how many 
wayes this ſinne may bee comminicd 
now itremaineth to ſhew you, that this 

Capitall ſinne ( Ki/lmg )is moſt horrible 

_ abhominable, and that tor theſe 
fpeciall reaſons : 

2 Firſt, Becauſe God forbids it in his Law. 
oo - Tea, the very Infidels abherre it . It there 
Math,5,2r, Wereno more but this, it were enough 
Rom.t3.9, tomake any Chriſtian tremble to con- 
AR, 284 ceaueſo much as an intent to commit 

It, 

Secondly,becauſeitisacrving ſinne: 
when Kai had killed his brother Habel, 
God told him, That the woyce of his bro- 

Gen-440» ther Blood, cried unto him from the Earth, 
Neuer was droppe of Innocent bleod 
ſhedde, but itcryed for vengeance: and 

Iob.r6.13, therefore 7b ſayth, That the Earth can 
nct couer Blood, 


Deutzr9, Thirdly, becauſe it 15 an accurſed 
ſinne, 
Fiſt, 


1.Sam.31.4- 


x, er. Mr. _ 
- 
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Firſt, it bringeth the Curſe of God g,,,s.i; 
vponthe Murtherer, and maketh him 
carry a guiltie Conſcience: as wee fee 
in Kam, 

Secondly, it bringes a Curſe vpon a ,5..,..:5 
mans poſteritie. 

Thirdly, the Magiſtrate is accurſed, 2.Sam,nuo 
that leaueth it yopuniſhed, 

Fourthly, it defileth the Earth, and 1.Kin.2.3t, 


maketh it accurſed. 33- 
Fiftly, becauſe it 1s alſo a diueliſh —— 


ſinne. It proceedes from the Diuell, ,. 
Who was 4 Murtherer from the beginning, Gen.4. 12, 
Therefore when thou ſceſt a Murthe- 1ob8 44. 
rer, thou f(eeſt the very Image and [loh.3.13, 
Pifure of the Diuell. Kain the Mur- 

therer, was of the Diuell ; his Murther, 

was the worke of the Diuell. eFfter that ,,camagy 
the Spirit of the Lord was departed from uu, 
Saul, and an enill Spirit ſent of the Lord 

vexed him, Sau! thencetoorth hunted 

Dazid tor his life, to Kill him. The two 


-polleſſed with Diuels, were ſo fierce, 


thatno man might goc by that way, 

(ſuch a delightthey had co Kill men.) 

Satan no ſooner entred into /udas, but Math.8.13, 
preſently he ſought Chriſtes blood, to Lutt. 22.3.4, 
hauc him put to death, Therefore bloo- 1991343 


H 2. dic 


1.$279; 24, 
5.6 7. 
1,.Sam.26, 
$.11- 
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dic Papiſts, whopraftiſe to kill & poy-. 
ſon Kinges and Princes, are of the 
Diucll, and ledde by the ſpirit of the 
Diuell : Thoſe Popiih Frogges wh: m 
Anti-chriſt (eadeth to ſtirre vp burly - 
burlyes among Princes.and hide them- 
ſclues, croaking in corners, to doe nuſ- 
chiefe, came out of the mouth of the 
Dragon, the Beaſt, and talſe Prophet, 
See then with what (piritthe Semmnaries, 
and other bloody nynded Papiſles are 
ledde, who praftiſenothing bot Mur- 
thering and Poyſoning of Chriſtian 
Princes; their worke 1s of the Diuell, 
and they are guided by his ſpirit. The 
Spirit of God is otherwiſe affeed,; for 
when Daxid might haue ſlaine Sax/, at 
two ſeucrall times hee would not, but 
ſayd, The Lord keepe mee from doing that 
thing to my Maiſter the Lords « Aunoynted; 
yea, kee was touched in heart, becauſe 
hee had cut off the Lappe which was 
on Sal; Carment.It Dawidsheart (mote 
him, tor touching the Kings Garment, 
What ſhall become of them that would 
pierce the Kinges Heart? Neuer did 
any Heretiques iaintaine Treaſon, & 
B]urthering of Princes but the Papiſts. 

Touch 


I. if Re Reg” 


""In1litement. int 


Touch not mme Annoynted, ({aid God: ) Phlog,rs, 


Nay.Kill Gods Annoynied, ſay the Pa- 


piſts. [fthe Pope were Peters ſuccefor, x, pers. r;, 


then would hee teach the people to ho- 
nour Kinges and Princes, and ſubmit 
themſelues to them, as Peter did. But the 
Pope ſendes out his blood ſucking 
Shavelingesto kill Chriſtian Princes 
and hel he is not Peters ſucceſlour, 
but hee is of his Father the Diuell, who 
was a Murtherer from the beginning. 
Fiftly, becauſe God hath a Contro- 
werfie with the people for this ſinne, 
and will haue account of all the inno- 
centblood that is ſhedde; and will bee 


auenged on them that ſhedde it. 7 will 


I7. 


(\aiththe Lord) require your blood wherein Gen4g9.5 6, 


your lines are : at the hands of enery Beaſt 


will [ require it \and at the hand of man,euen 
at the hand of mans brother will I require the 
Afe of man. Who ſo ſheddeth mans blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſheddes for in the 
image of God, hath he made man. And the 
Lord God in his Law commaundeth, 


That hee that billeth any man , ſhall be Leni.2q.t” 


putt ro death . And alſo hee forbids that 
any ſhall ſell the blood of the Murde- 
ws | » Ton Pall not (fanth acc; tave any 

H : Yecam- 


Num. 35-15 
17 if.iy ZO, 
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Num. 5.31 7ecompence for the life of the CAſurtherer, 
which is worthy to die, but hee ſhall bee put 
2odeath. And our Sautour Chriſt ſaid to 

Mat.26.52. Peter, That all which take the Sword, ſhall 

NY EIT periſh with the Sword, Toab flue eAbner 

> Sam.z.o. and eAmaſa, «Þſolon, and others; and 

9.19, atlaſt, by Gods iuſt iudgement himlſelfe 
1,Kin,2 32, was flaine. Teſabel cauſed the Prophets 
.. 3 of Godto beſlaine, and procured Na- 

; —= boths death : but at laſt, ſhe was caſt out 
' 10,17, ata Window, her blood was ſprinkled 
vponthe Wall, and vpon the Horſes 

LKhuon, and ſhee was troden vader foote, and 

25,36, the Dogges eate her ſlcſh, ſo that no 
more was found of her but the Skull, 
and the Feete, and the Pa!mes of her 

\ Hands. H-r0d Aorippa, hauing perſe- 

A £12, cuted the Chriſbaus , killed [amzs the 

3:22- brotherof /oba with the Sword, and put 
Peter in Priſon &c.at laſt by Gods tuſt 
wdgement, Hee was eaten of Worm?s, and 
garewp the Ghoſt, And though the Mur- 
therer ſometimes dice in his Bed, yer, as 

tam 17.51 Goliath was ſlaine with his owne (word; 
ſo the Murtherers owne Conſcicnce 

Nail wound lym, and continually tor- 

ment him. Such a curſe fell ypon Kaz, 

his Conlcicnce after hee had killed his 

brothez 
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a brother Habel, That hee thought enery one Gen,g,r4, 
' that ſawhim, would ſley him, lt 18 written 

"' of Herod Antipas,thatafter he had behea- 

ded fohbn Baptiſt, hee carried ſuch an ac- Mar.14.10, 
cuſing Conſcience, that hee thought 

4 euecry Buſh was [hn Baptift, Nero allo, 

{ that bloody perſecutour of Chriſti- 

ſ ans, is ſaid to haue had ſuch a guiltic 
| 


Oo 0M yk 0, of uo 
T 


Conſcience, that he thought that all the 
Chriſtians which hee had put to death, 


£ 

4 followed him : and atlaſt, when he had 
3 | Hainc his deare friend Symmachus, his 
4 accuſing Conſcience did ſo torment 
0 |; him, that fitting at meat, he thought the 
I, eyes of Symmachus looked on him in 
| eucery Diſh; and fo fell ypon his owne 


r 
-- 3 - Sword, and killed himſelte. Thus you 
e | fſcchow God will haue account of In- 
it | nocent blood-thed, and wil be auenged 
+ |] onthemthatſhed ir, 

4 | And ftxtly, vnleſle ſuch bloody wret- 


» | ches doc repeat truely while this time 
s | of grace laſtes, they hall goe vnder 
p Gods heauy wrath for cucr. Our Saut- . 
Cc our Chriſt ſaith, #hoſoencr killeth, aall be Mat,5.21. 


.Þ 1) culpableof mdgement. The Apoltle Paul Go,904 
' Ppronounceth of them, That they >all not 
3 jnberite the Kingdom: of heaxcep. Thy ſhall 
4 hans 
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Gal.g.21, hawe their part in the Lake that burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone.« And they ſhallbe \| 
pe.cs, ſont out of Gods Kmgdome, with Dogges, j 
Apoczzas, Enchanters, Whoremong 1s,C-c. | 
Laſtly, this finne 15 aggravated by || 
conſideration of the perſon Killed, or | 
Murthered, ( 
If it bea great finneto Kill any Chri- 
ſtan; much more a Saint, or Child of 
God, who is deare to him; in whom | 
God delighteth, and in whom the . 
image of God doth chiefly ſhine; and | 
Aftg.4, in whom Chriſt Teſus is perſecuted: | 
becauſe who ſo killeth ſuch a one, doth | 
(as it were) ſheath his Sword in the | 
Fphe. 5.30. heart of Chriſt. For wee are members of I 
his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones . If & 
Gengas, heewhich killed Kain, a wicked man, © 
; ſhould be puniſhed ſeauen fould, What |: 
is to be ſaid ofhim, who killetha godly | 
man? Yea, What of thoſe that haue / 
killed the Saints, and Martirs of leſus 
Chrift? It 1s ynpoſsible but that their - 
blood ſhould cry aloud for vengeance. 
Apo 6.9.19. How long Loyd, hoty, and true y doſt thou not 
| indge and auenge our blood on them that 
dwell onthe Earth, Let the Strumpet of 
Rome looke to this, Who hath been many 
yeeres 
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weth , yeeres drunken with the blood of the Saintes, Apogry, 
{be , and with the blood of the Martyrs of Teſus. ; 
ger, '® Inthetenne Perſecutions, it was coun« 
'* tedgood ſportin the Romaine Empire 
by .! to kl, and? murther Chriſtians in great 
,or | multitudes, when they were gathered 
( togeather in Prayers. In that bloody 
urt- # Nero his time, they vied ctomakeBone- 
| of | fiers with the bones of Chriſtians, 
om | whomthey had Murthered: In which 
the || bloody Perſecution,the poore Church, 
ind | and Children of God, remayned from 
ed: the Aſcention of Chriſt, almoft the 
oth | ſpace of foure Hundred yeares, till that 
the ' blcſled Emperour Conſtantine the gcear, 
s of \, ſonne of Helena an Engliſh woman, 
If & eſtabliſhed the Church of Chriſt : Ar 
an, * which time, that good Biſhop Exſebmes, 
hat | writer of the Ecclefiaſticall Hiltorie, 
dly | obtained Licence,and Letters of autho- 
aue { ritie, ynderthe hand & ſeale of the ſaid 
ſus Emperour, to make ſearch throughout 
cir - all the Monarchie of Rome, of the num- 
ce, bcrofallthoſe that had ſuffered in that 
not | time of Perſecution, for the Fayth and 
teſtimonie of Teſus Chriſt ; and it was 
of found (as Hierom writing to Chromatin; 
wy and Hehodorur,doth witnellc)that na 
ha 


r.Sarfi 26, 
?1, 
Pro. 244 1, 


Mat 23.37, 


Stealno. 
> 
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had been putto death in that time, for fe 
every day in the Kalender, fiue thou- {, ;. 
ſand Martirs, except onely the firſt of ſo 
Ianuariezwhich day was feſtiually kept 'p 
throughout their Rem4inz Empire, for *', 
the chooſiag of their Conſuls, vr 
Whatneed [ ſpeake of the aboun- i 
dance of the blood of the bleſſed Mar- 74; 
tirs, which was ſhed in this land, by that Þ' ;, 
drunken Whore of Rome, while that 7 x7 
Church vſurped ſupremacie in this | , 
Realme, duringthereigne of Queene ||, 
Mary : and yet doth that vnlatiable |} þ, 
monſter ſtill thirſt alter more blood. | b/ 
Toend this part, let al Gods children 
takeheed of Killing with heart, tongue, | th 
or hand : Let the lite of man be preci- Jp, 
ous inoureyes. And be it farrefrom vs, 1yt 
that wee ſhould defile our hands with | pj 
the blood of any of Gods children,)ca(t | 
fo we ſhould be guiltic of this ſinne, as ' 
were the pzople of the /ews, who kil- yv 
ledthe P:ophets,& ſtoned theia which 1a 
were {cntto thein, and with whom the þ; 
Lord hath a controucrſic for this, and 
other their fianes, G $311 
( 4:4 Stealing.) All manner of vniuſt Þ} 
coucting, getting, or with-holding of {41 
that 
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for | hin (which by theright of proprictie) 
U- {is nota mans owne, 1s s theft, The Pro- 


of | 


| 
«| 


phet doth not heere meane onely ſuch 
| noones and pettie Thceues, as are com- 
monly arraigned at cuery Seſsions, bur 
ſuch as ſteale by Oppreſsion, Extorti- 
on, V ſurie, and the ike, There be few 
ar- Phat can truly ſay with Sazwel, Behold 
nat Þ beere I am, beare record of of mee, beſwe the 
= f Lord ,cnd before his Annoynted ; Whoſe Oxe 
| have I taken? ? or whoſe Alſe bane I taken ? or 
whom haue I done wrong to? er wham haue I 
| hart,or of whom kaze I + ecetnted any bribe, to 
| blind mineeyes therewith, C>c. 
Secondly, ſuch Captaines as hauing 
i the condutt or leading of Souldiers, 
purſe vp the Princes pay to their owne 


ble 


Vs, }vſe, orclſcprodigally ſpendit, and fo 
ith _ the poore Souldiers, and pine 
alt \ them, thatthey are glad to leape ar a 
as , \cruſt, and often brought { ſo low and 
4l- weake. that they arc forced to vie vn- 
ch lawfull meanes to get food, and ſhortly 
the become vnfit for any ſeruice. 
nd Thirdly, ſuch as becing 1 in Office in 
the Common-wealth doen more reſpect 
uſt Bribes, and their owne priuzte gaine, 
of then cither Law or Conſcicace:; and if 
1at vn* 


1 Sam.12, 
3-4+, 


£13 A Sinners 


vahappily they buy their Offices, 
then 1s all Fiſh that commeth to Nette 
with them, catch that catch may: then 
muſt the poore Countrey people pay 
for that. 

Fourthly, they that get the Goods 
of Orphants, or poore fatherleſſe Chil 
dren into their handes, and cither de- 
fraude them of the moſt part of it; or 
elſe drive them to Law, and ſo cauſe 
themto ſpende as much ſometimes, as 
their Portions come tao, before the 
can recouer that their Parentes let 
them, 

Fiftly, Tradeſmen alſo ſometimes, 
play the Theeues, aud ſinne againg the 

Leuit,25.14 Law of God, by oppreſsin thoſe that 
deale with them, in ſo much as {axeat 
emptor, Let the buyer take heed, 1s fre- 
quentin every mans mouth : But God 
ſaith not ſo, for Chriftian charitic re- 
quireth that the ſcller looke vato it, 
that hee bee not both a Chapman and 
a Theefe, butthathe ſell apenny-worth 

amos.s:6, fora Venny,and vſca good Conſcience 
in his Trade : not to ſell counterfaite 

Deuta5.1z3- Wares for good z not to vſc falſe 

4 Waights or Meaſures, nor to buy by}. 
one 
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} 


other: w 
abhominablero the Lord. 

Sixtly, and laſtly, (for I will make 
mention of no more) are all ſuch as 
bearea gallant ſhew in the World, and 

her other mens Geods into their 
ands, and when they haue runne as 
farre as their credite will reach, thea 
turne Banck-rupts ypon the ſodaine, 
bearing the world in hand, that they 
renot worth a Groate, when as they 
cepe a great maſle of other mens Mo- 
ey ſecretly to themſclues, ſo that their 
editours are glad to grow to com- 
ofition, and take that little they can 
uietly come by : But when cuery 
ans mouth 1s ſtopt with a thing of 
aught, then they ſhift themſelues 1nto 
ome corner of the Country where 
hey are not knowen, and thereruffleit 
ut with other mens Riches, liue in all 
rawerie, put that foorth to Vſurie, 
hich they haue ſtolne from others 
d ſo become double and damnable 


it, ccucs to the Common-wealth: whoſe 
lle deementTleaucto the Lord. 
by | Let vs make vſc of this,to our (clues 3 


And 


one way or Meaſure, and fell byan 11.946 
ich God forbiddeth, and is Prows | 


Luk. 19.8, 
Fxod. 22.1, 


2,34445 5+ 
Nehe.s.11, 


12.13, 
Plal,67.1, 


Whering, 


Marth,s.:8, 


Leut e.1s, 


/ 


þ 
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And letenery one of vs that loue theff; ) 
God of Truth, hate all falſe-getting off} t 
the Goods of this world, and [abourin | / 
our ſcuerall places and callings to carryÞ+ «: 
a good conſcience,to reſt ſatilfied with t 
meum and twwm,not todefire, purloyne, ſi tl 
or with-hold thar, which in right 1gh-a1 
none of our owne: And if any of vs} th 
hauec fallen this way,let vs with Zachens 
make reſtitution, as Gods law com-j P- 
maundeth; ſo ſhall Gods wrath be ap-f (n 
peazed, the controuerfie ended, and} i 
God will bleſſe vs, ſhew vs the light of hu G 
conntenance,and be mercifull wnto vs, E: 
( And Whoring.) Whoredome is a fil 
thy and abhominable, but yet a vulgay 
ſinne, 2number of ſinnes attend vpor 
it. It is taken forall vncleanneſlc of bo- 
dicand minde, I will oncly ſpeake of i! 
in at; which hath particular degrees 
When it is committed betweene a man} anc 
and woman both vnmarricd,it is called pe1 
Fornication : It both, or the one party? ap} 
bemarried,it is called Adulteric : If th4 we 
parties bee within the Degrees forbidy par 
den,it is Incc{t : If forcibly commitredy 7 
itisa Rape. And though one of theſy and 
be more horrible fiane then another and 


ye 


- 
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hef, yet The wages of the lraft is death. And Road 23; 
of theretore S. Auguſtine ſauth,Ommia peccats 
in} wt mortalia, ſed omnia peccata non ſunt 
yl - _ : which may ſerue to condemne 
ithþ the errour of the Papiſtes, who hold, 
that ſure ſinnes in their owne nature 
gdare V<niall, and ſome are Mortall : But 
the Prophet Ezekiel ſaith, That the ſame Exec.18.20; 
Soule that firneth , ſhall die. And Saint 
m-} Pax/telles them, that if it bee a finne, 
ap-} (mince it as they may) The wages of Roms. 23s 
ind} * &« death, without repentance and 
hah Gods mercie, And the ſame Prophet 
Exeliel would haue them know, That 
if the Wicked will returne from all his ſnnes Ezec.18.21, 
| that hee hath committed and doe that which 7s 
i lawfull and right, hee ſhall ſane his Soule 
aline. : 
So that the leaſt ſinne without repen- 
| tance and Gods mercy, 1s damnable : 
nan} and the greateſt ſinne, ifit be truely re- 
lle4 pented of, and Gods mercy in Chriſt 
arty apprehended by aliuely Fayth, while 
frhq wee beleeue in this time of Grace, it 1s 
bidy pardonable. 
reds This ſinneof Whoredome is a filthy 
hey and abhominable fiane, hated of God, 
hery and all good men, and that for many 
Ve rca- 


fil- 


Boſe,4w, 


Pro. 23-36, 


Ma.23-33- 
©01.3.24- 


Pro,6.32, 


Pro 9.23, 
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reaſons. 
Firſt, becauſe it taketh away the 


Heartofa man, as ſayth this our Pro. F 
phet, Whoredome, Wine, and new Wine, | 


take away the Heart, As Nebuchadnezer 
had the Heart of a Beaſt, ſo when a 
Wharemonger 1s that way giuen, nee 
is carrycd headlong with his beaſtly 
affe tions, The Heartisthe principall 
part ofman in Gods ſeruice. And our 


Sauiour Chriſt ſavth, 7>ow ſhalt lone the | 
— God with all thy Heart. And the 
Apolitlc 


would haue vs ſcrue God hear- 
tily . If the Heart be away, no ſcruice 
cag be acceptable to Ged : But Whore- 
dome taketh away the Heart, there- 


fore Whoremongers can performef* 


no ſeruice acceptable to God. Where- 
ſoeuer the Body of the Whoremai- 


ſter is, his Heart 1s with his Whore | 
and where euer the Whore bee, her | 
Heart is with her Whoremonger. The | 


Whoremonger 15 fo befotted, and de- 
ſiirureot vnderſtanding, That hee goeth | 


about h : buſmnr(ſ: like a Foole tothe Stockes. | 


It made Dawid ſuch a Foole for the time, 

that hee wentabout to couer his finne, þ 

by murthering ot his truſty Servant 
Trias 


— 


—  4Q 
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Secondly, becauſe it is a brutiſh lin, 


{ itmaketh aman a beaſt, though a man 


in ſhape , yet a beaſt in behauiour. Math,7, 6, 
Whoremongers are c6pared to beaſks: Luk.rz.3, 
to fed horſes : To an Oxe led to the 1255-8. 
Naughter. The price ofan whore and p93 
adogge is all one. By adogge he mea- Renah, 
neth as an impudent wretch, Whore- 


mongers are as dogges, and whores as 


| bitches z nay, worſe then beaſtes arc 


they, 

Thirdly, becauſe it hath alawfull re- 
medy, 79 axoyd fornication (ſaith the A- 
poſtle) /et every man have his wife, and let 
euery woman haue her owne husband. They 
that cannot abſtaize, let them marry : where 
there is a lawfull remedy, the ſinne 1s more 


1,Cor.7, 
3, 9, 


grievous. God gaue to Adam the fruite of Gen, 216, 


all the trees in Paradiſe, but one : hee 
would not be ſatisfied with that, but he 
would needes cate of the fruite of that 
one tree alſo which was forbidden , 
therefore his finne was the greater, A 
poore theefe is pittied that ſtealeth to Prou.643: 


' fatisfic his hunger; but he that ſtealeth 


and hath enough of his owne, his finne 


is the greater, and more to be _ 


F 
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So he that hath a lawſiull remedy, and | 
ſuch a remedy as God hach ordained 

for mans good and comfort, and not. |} 
withſtanding runneth a whoring, his |! 
fin is the more abhominable, and deſer- !| 
neth greater puniſhment , Such was | 


\ 


Davids finne, he had many wiues and , 


concubines, and therefore we'l proui- f 


Safr.1 ded that way , yet hee tooke another | 
ne mans wife, and therefore his ſinne (by 


—aD 


Prou.6.t7 
23 


his owne confeſsion) was more hor- 


rible. 'F 


Fourthly , becauſe Sathan thereby | 
gaineth two ſoules at once , a theele | 
may ſteale alone, the drunkard may be 
drunken alone, the murtherer , ſwea- 

A 
rer, &c, may finne alone : But the « 
whoremonger killeth two ſoules at a ' 
clap : nay, ſometimes Sataa gaineth # 
many ſoules by meanes of 6ac whore- 
monger or one ſtrumpet. And there- 
fore Ambroſe vpon that, Can 4 man take 
fire tm his boſome, and his cloathes not bee 
' burnt? Or can a may Toe pon coales, and 

his feet rot bee bernt? And (fayth that 
Father) how can a{trumpct dwell in a? 
towne, and young men not be drawne 
to whoredome? It the blood of Hubel 

cryed 


| 


«24a am an «n cw —<& ma Ln as 


{ 
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cryed for vengeance, how much more 
ſhall thoſe ſoules cry for vengeance a- 

gainſt the whore-monger whuch are 

loſt through his default? The whore- 

monger careth nothow many he abuſe, 

nay, the more, the more heretoyceth : 

and the (trumpet careth not how many 
ſheleades to the Deuill,the more cuſto- 

mers the more merryer, and the more 

money too, ſee opencth her quiuer againſt Ecceleſfial- 
every arrow. But if they knew that all ticus 26,12. 


| Fhoſe ſoules would cre , and pleade 


vengeance againſt them, who haue ſin 
ned by their meanes, they would turne 
anew leafe, and returne to the Lord, 
while time of grace laſteth. 
Fifcly , becauſe who oremongers are 
the Deuils faftors, Satan 3s a ecampter, Mathqarz. 
ſo are they. Honeſt women may an- 
ſwere them as Chrilt did P-:t:r, when he 
went about to intice him to fa ue him» 
ſelfe, Get thee behini mee Satan, thor art Mata6arg, 
an »ffence unto mee: Yo may they aalwere 
thole he of Satan, that tempt 
them to whoredome. And as when the 
Diuell (hewed Chrift 2/7 the Kingdomes 
of the world, an1 the 5 /ory of t bem, aad [yd Math.4.% 
Puto 11, All theſe will 7 Terre 015: 'E, if thay 910% @ 
#4 wilt 


—- 
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wilt fall downe and worſhip mee : but Teſus 
anſwered,auoid Satan.So when whore. 
mongers doe offer ynto wemen, gold, 


—— 


—_ 


_— = 


fluer, riches, or greatpreferments, as 
the price of their honeſty, and ſoules | 
too,if they wil fall downe to their filthy 
Iaft, they may anſwerethemembers as $4 
Iefus Chriſt did the head, Avoid Satan, 
thou tempting Deuwill, get thee hence. 
A&.13-8, Whoſoeuer Iaboureth to draw others ': 
1% from Ged, he is Satans Factor, a child 
of the Deuill, and an enemie to righte- |! 
ouſneſſe. When thou heareſt or ſeceſt | 
ſuch, thou heareſt or ſceſt aright mem- | 
ber of Satan, letall Gods children take | 
heed ofthem. | 
Sixtly, becauſe the whoremonger || 
ſinneth againſt the honour ofhis owne 1 
body, and that many wayes. Firſt, che * 
1.Cor.6at9. bodies of Chriitians are the temples of the 1 
1, lohn 247. boly Ghoſt , and the holy Ghoſt is that + 
oyntment, As wee will not put ſweet 
oyntment into a ſtincking boxe : ſo 
God will not hauc his ſpirit dwell in a 4 
ſtincking body polluted with whore-, |, 
dome, It baniſheth the holy ſpirit of 
God, and maketh the body a den for | 
deuils, It is a great offence to plucke | 


downe 


\ 


us 
re- 


{o 
1a 4 
re- ,- 


for | 
ke 
jne * 
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downe the Pallace of a Prince , but a 
greater to defile the temple of God, for 
If any man deitroy the temple of God, bins by 
will God deftroy, for the temple of God is hos 1.0 68,37, 
ly which wee axe. 

Secondly, becauſe our bodies are the 
members of Chriſt, but the whore- 
monger cuts himſelfe off from being a 


member of Chriſt, and maketh himſelfe 


* amember of anharlot. Shall 7 take the 1,Cor.625; 


members of Chriſt (ſayth Paxl) and make 
them the members of an harlot ? God forbid. 


' Wee arevnited to Chriſt, yea, wee are 


married to Chriſt, he is our husband, 
we are his ſpouſe, wearc one with him. Ephe. 5.0. 
How fearefull a thing is it then for a 
man to rend and diſmember himſelfe 
from the body of Chriſt, and make 
himiſclfe a member of an harlot 2 
T hirdly, he finneth againlt his ewne Prov.5.rt, 


| body, becauſe he conſumeth and wa- Prou-3'.3., 


fteth his body. Rotten diſeaſes belong Ns 22+ 


to this finne. The French pocks, and = 
fearefall diſeaſes accompany it, yea, pyctus :5, 
rottenneſle and wormes ſhal haue them 2, 


of! ') to heritage, 


Seanenthly , becauſe as the whore- 
maſter fxnncth againſt his 0;4ne body, 
I 3 {0 


P:ou 423-71 


Lu'r5.13, 
16, 39, 


Prou.6.26, 


136 31, 12 


Lcre-9,2,7. 
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ſo alſo againſt his owne outward ſtate 
and no0ds, for whoredome 15 the high- 
way to pouerty, Hee that feedeth harlots 
(faith Salomon ) waft-th his [irbſtance. The 
prodigallſonne kauing ſpent vp all a- 
mong harlots and bad v women, was in 
the end brought to ſuch want, that he 


was glad to play the Swine-heard, and . 


to eate buckes among the Sw —_— there= 
fore S«lo1972 a: zaine ſayth, Becarſe of the 


whor:ſh roman, a man is by ought to amore | 
ell of bread, and a woman will hent for the | 


precious life ofaman. Whores are the de- 
uils branches to hunt a mans ſoule to a 

morlcll of bread. Whoredome 1s com- 
pared to fire, becauſe it will waſlt, con- 
ſume, and deſtroy. Fhoredome 7s a fire 
(fayth [ob )that ſhall denorre to deſtrutticn, 
and which will cate out all amans increaſe. 
Nay, itis worſe then fire: fire conlu- 
meth but carthly things, ut the fire of 


whoredome will conivme and burne 


both ſoule and body, vnleile it be quen- 
ched with rcares of repentance. And 


therfore the Lord hauing charged them 


with Adulterie, ſayth, Hee will melt them 


to defrernition, When a man or woman 15 
einct vp to wheredome, then the divell 
runnes 
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4 runnes away with all, whores haue one 


| 
þ 


part, bawdes another, and the ſecret 
curſe of God conſumeth the reft. Giue 
an harlot as much as thou wilt, and fee 
her, and feede hcr while the will aske, 
and the ſhall be neuer the richer, but 
thou ſhalt be the poorer 3 and what 
though it proſper for a while with ſome 
whores, yet intheend theleaft blaſt of 
Gods yengeance will blow all away: 

Eightly, becauſc the wh: -remonger 
and whore ſinne azain{t their own cre- 
dite, eſtimation, and good name : for Prou.6.33; 
this ſinne robbes a man of his good re- 
=-_ and brands him with anote of in- Ecclus. 19, 

amy. Their reproach ſhall nener be put ont. 2, 
A mans honour, which is his credite, ©*9%5+9+ 
and honellty, is foloſt, 

Ninthly, becauſe it brings an accu- 
ſing conſcience, if thou kneweſt but 
the tenth part of the horrour that Da- 

id endured and ſuffered for lis Adul- 
terie, thor wouldeſt not for a thouſand 
worlds commit Adulterie. 

Tenthly , becauſe Gods mſtitution 
concerning Matrimony 1s fo polluted, 
the couenant berweene God and man 
made in Baptiſme 1s broken, and fo 1: 

I A the 
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the couenant betweene man and wife, 
They are theeues to God, becauſe by !/ 
whoredom they ſtcale away from God 
their ſoules and bodies, which are not | 
their own but Gods, for Chriſt bought | 
;.Cor,s, them with adcereprice, The husband 
19.20, ſcales from his wife that body which 
is none of his owne, but his wives, and 
theadultreſle ſtcaleth from her husban 
r.Cor,y, that body which is not her owne, but | 
3.4 herhusbands. And further, the whore. 
monger doth not onely diſhoner her |! 
body with whom he commits the fin, || 
butalſo he is a theefe to her husband, in 
robbing him ofhis owne fleſh, and pul- | 
ling (as1t were) the heart out of his bo- 
dy, in taking her, whom he makes as J 
much account of as his owne heart. * 
Beſides allthis, it is an abhominable + 
£x6.16.14, ſinne, becauſe God forbidsit,and all the 
Epheſ,5.3- godly abhorreit. 7oſeph choſerather to 
Gen.35412+ 1ndanger his life, then to conſent to the = 
luſt of his falthic miſtris. S»/a»a, rather 
Pan.13.45+ then ſhe would yeeld totheelders, and . 
loſe her honeftie, aduentured her body , 
to the fire, and burned ſhe had beene, - \ 
had not God delivered her. But in this 
finfull age, many will aducnture their 
"y | liues 


. 


CIR” a 
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vife, { liues to doe it, and ſo farre are ſome 
by | from /oſephs affeftion, in fleeing from 
50d * bad women, thatthey hunt afterthem, 
not '} till they caſt themſclues headlong into 


ght || deftrution. Yea, the very Heathens Rom:3, 
and | which knew notGod, but wereled by 4,15 


uch K thelightofnature,did hate and abhorre 
and F - adulterie,as may be ſcene in Pharao,and 
wy *« Abimelech. When Dioniſus the King 

nderſtood that the young Prince, his 
Yes } ſonne, had layen witha mans wife, hee 
her 7 ſharpely reprooucd him , and azked 
ſin, '' him, ifcucr he knew, or heard of any 
,in | ſuch filthineſſe committed by him 2? 
ul- || ThePrince anſwered no : your father 
bo- ', Was not a King. No more (faith Dio- 
| as 9 niſies) ſhall thy ſoune be King, valeſle 
- -* thou amend thy manners. It is writ- 
ble ; ten that Alexander the great, afamous 
conquerour, but an heathen man, ha- 
to  ving ouercome Darins King of Perſia, 
the could in no wiſe bee perſwaded to ſee 
her the Queene, Darins his wife, who was 
nd : reported to be wonderfull faire, leaſt he 
dy , mighthauebeenetempted to luſt after 
ne, © her. Shall not theſe heathen men, which 
his Knew not God, riſe vp in judgement 
cir againlt many Chriſtians, which are ſo 
ics | tarre 


4 
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18, 19, 
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farre from viing meanes to auoid this 
fin, that they follow it with greedines, 


vpto luſt, | 
Lailly, Ged will not onely affli& 


Tere.y.7, mon:;ers in this life, but alſo (vnleſle 


wo they repent) there ſhalbe no place for ' 
them in heauen. The adulterer ((aith Sa- | 


2-5am.12, 
10, 


Ecclus,19.z (0mm) deſtroyeth his owne ſoule. The Lord 
Prou.zi.3. will come neere to them in [udgement, and 
Prou.6.32, willbe a ſwift witneſſe againſt them, (ſaith 

3-/- the Prophet Malachi.) God will deſtroy 
them, (aith Pant, they ſpall un inherit the 
10, kingdome of heauen, God will indge them. 
Hebr.13 4. They ſhall haxe their portion in the lake that 
Reu-21.3, burneth with fire and brimſtone, and ſpall be 
& 22,15, ſout out of Gods kingdome with dog oes, mur- 
therers, Cc. 


See then what an abhominable finne * 


this is, and what whoremongers gaine 
by their whoredom. The fareſt end of it i; 
ſname and repentance,as in Darid, 1 lagia- 
len, and others, which thing the very 
Heathens weil conſidered, for Demoſe- 


Roms. 


At G el. 


2. au, hexes the Philoſopher (as Aulas Gel. re- | 


lib.1.cags, cordeth out of Photon) hearing of the 
fame, orrather infazay, of thatnotable 
{lrumpet 


and vſe all mcanes to ſtirre chom(clues x 


Num.ze.9, temporal! purſkments vpon whore- | 


Pa 
1 


. —_— = 


ls. «© + 
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: 
f ſtrumpet Las of Cormth, hee went thi. 
ther ſecretly, thinking to laue the vſe 


1 of her body : ſhee asled him no leſle 


for a nights worke then tenne thou- 
ſand Tallents, which 1s valued to be 


* worth of ourcoyne athouſand french 
& Crownes. The Philoſopher anſwered 
f her, Non emo taxti penitere, I buy not 
{ repentance ſodeare, Let eucry one la- 


bour to keepe his veſlell in kolyneſle 
and honour; and let th:zm which haue 


| fallen this way be aſhamed of their fol- ;,Thef .4, 
lie and filthic former life, and fall to re. Plal,7848. 


J 


| 


' busvand of her youth, and bre, 


pentance while they haue time, leaſt 
the Heathens at the day of ludgement 


cry vengeance azainſt them, And ler 
eucry one of vs be carcſull roauoid :!l 
occaſions that may fltirre vs v» to this 
ſinnc; and let vs not abuſe Gods crea- 
tures to luſt; Let vs male a coucnant 
with our eyes, as /ob did ; and let vs prot, 
meditate vpon the word of God, which 334 
is a ſorcible meane again{t this finge y R9wiz 13) 
it thall keepe vs from the bad woman, _ _ 
| © 10.4. 6423, 
which flattereth with her lips, for{aketh the 24. 
1219 the cores Provyﬀ.s. 
Prou. 2.15, 


by 


C10,7.15.16, 


nant of ber God, 


Fas ay, 


Tere. 3.3, 


Efay 3+94 
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By rand and lying, and Tt and (> 


ſftealin whoring, they breake ont, 
wr)? pnirar'y, 4 


breake ext.) The Prophet am- | Þ. 
pliers their finnes by a Cher of D 


Ls out, alluding to a ſtreame of c 
water, which hauing gotten alittle 1f- 
ſue, ſaone becommeth a great flood, 
and ruſheth out with violence. 

When men breake out and runne | ,. 
headlong into finne, commonly they , 

row impudent and ſhameleſlcin their 4 
| then they finne before God, \$4 
they grow to ſuch impudency, that 
they care not thoughGo God and man ſee 
them 3 Then they carrie their =_—y 2 
their foreheads, they hane whores faces, and 
will not be aſhamed : Tea, the tryall of their | | 
countenance teitifieth againſt them : th [1 
declare their ſonnes - uy and h; 
them not. 

| 


k 
 £] 
Y 
i Þ 


It isa miſerablething to ſce bad men 
breake out, and runne headlong into 
finne without ſhame, as if an 1 mpud cnt | 
{trumpet ſhould play the harlot in her | '\ 
husbands ſight;and yermen now adaics 
arc growen ſo ſhamcleſle in finne, — 

(tor 
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ou; || (for themoſt part) they froath out their \ 
' x owne ſhamic, and brag and boaft of 
their bad deeds. Who is aſhamed of 2. 
ride, whoredome, drunckenneſle? &c. | 
Poe not blaſphemous ſwearers, extor- v\ 
of toners, vſurers, &c. ſecke to outface 
fnnce, and never bluſh at it? Many 


we are more aſhamed to doe good then 

* 3 cuill, and ſome arc more abaſhed at 
ne | their baſe apparell , then their bad | 
ey || lives : yea, though God afflit vs from # 
= yeare to yeare with new iudgements,” || 


q |} yet ſtill wee ruſh headlong into finne, 
» | without ſhame 2 What yeare of late 
"». hath _—_ vs,whercin God hath not 
+ threatned vs with peftilence, dearth, or { 
vnſcaſonable weather, and yet ſtill wee 
| breake out into finne. Let vs then 
breake eff our courfe of ſinne betime, 
leaſt Gods iudgements breake out a- 
' gainſt vs, and ow paſlc out vp- 
pon vs. T 


- Againe, whereas this people did 
' breake cut into finne, as men impu- 
=. rea u . p 


1 dent and ſhamelefle in their finnes, it 

\ ſhewerh, that they were farre from true 
repentance, for where ſhame of finne 

1s wanting, therecan beno true repen- 
tance, 


lere,$,.12, 


Rom,6. 2 * 


C3CN, 347% 


Luk 7.32, 
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tance, The Lord therefore complained 
that the Iewes werenotaſhamed, when 
they had committed abhomination. What 
profit (fayth the Apoſtle to the Ro- 
manes) had ye of thoſe things whereof yors 
are now aſhamed? While Adam and Henuah 


| 
were inte (tate of innocency, though | 


they were naked, yet were they not a- 
ſhamed, but finne brought ſhame, and 
therefore they hid themſelnes, and ſow- 
ed fig-trec !caucs tozether, and made 
them(ſelues breeches., CAſrodalen was 
ſo aſhamed altor {he ſaw the filthineſle 
of her finne, aad what ſs had deſer- 
ued, that coming into the houſe where 
Chriſt was, the (tood at his feet behind 


I 
him, weeping, and began towa/> h:s feet 


with tears, an | wiped them with the haires 
of her heady, al! winch thewed a ſhame 
aid loathing, oc her fiane, The Prodi- 
gall child after !1e came to true repen- 


ragce, was io 1'lnined of his bad courſe 
of ir'e, that nG confeiled to his father, 
tha hong 97 orthy rabeucall'd his ſorne. 
And the nyn Jn.:1can was fo a- 
ſhame 2 4: o04 a farre 
of” e222) es, Ce. 

L 1iC\ t!1:* 270 Nt aihumed of 


their 


$2: 


On OI —_— — 
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their ſinncs, are farre from repentance, 

bur hame vill bee a good meane to 

br: wen to repentance z and there- 

ſo:etl.e Apoſtle requireth the Theſla- 2.Thel s. 

1zpians to excemmunicate the obſti. 14 

nate, and aue 0 company with them, that — 

they may be aſhamed, Yea , ſaith Chriſt; yuh 8.7; 

l-t kim be tothee as a keathen man, and a 

Publicane, which may ſerue to reprooue 

thoſe who hauec familiarity with blaſ- 
hemous (wearers, comon drunkards, 

Ca Adulterers, obſlinate Papilts, 

or excommunicated perſons z {uch fur- 

ther Satans worke, and hearten bad 

men in their finnes, whercas if men 


| would auoid their company , they 


would grow aſhamed ot themſclues, 
and be brought to repentance. 
Further , where the Prophet ſayth, 
That they breaks out imto ſame. It appca- 
reth that they were not onely impu- 
dent, but alſo hardned in their linnes, 
Of this hardneſle of heart the Apoltle 
warneth the Hebrewes ; Take heed, {-.:/* Heb. 3.12, 


there bein Ay ef you an erll heart. 


It is a fearcfull thing to be brought 
to hardnefle of hcart. Eee that hardoneth 
bis heart ( fayth Salomon ) frail ſill mito Pro28.14. 
s/ 
Cf ll. 
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exill.So Zedekia hardened his necke, and | þ; 
made his heart obiTinate, that hee might wot | 
returne to the Lord God of Iſrael. 

He that breaketh out into ſinne with | 
an hardned heart, ſeeth not in what a | G 
deſperate ſtate hee ſtands. As when a | yy, 
 fick man feelethnot thatheis ſicke, or þ 

a man wounded to death, will not bee | , 
perſwaded that he is hurt: ſo deſperate 
1s hee and vncureable, that breakes 
out into finne with an hardned heart, 
and hath no fecling of his finne: for 
when the heart is once growne hard, 
then the working of Gods [pirit is ta- 
ken away. | 
Againe, his ſtate is deſperate, that | 


«.Chre. 36. 
13 


i 
- 


breakes out into ſinne with an hard- 
ned heart, becauſe nothing can ſtay 
him: As it is an hard thing te ſtop a | he. 
violent {treame of water, forcibly brea- | ,,.. 
king out; fo difficultathing is it,to ftay 
him that with an hardned heart ruſheth | 
out headlong into finne. When Daxids } 1, 
heart was hardned a while in finne, and | /; 
himſelfe brake out into a bad courſe of | *\,, 
»3am.rr, life, (though God croſſed him many Þ \þ,, 
wates to hauec ftayed him) yet on hee f 4h, 
goes, nothing would worke vppon | a, 
hun, 
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him, till he had added murther to his 
of } adulteric, and fo blood couched blood. 
When Balaaw had once takcn a bad 4 
h way,nothing could hinder him(though Num.22,"] | | 
God vied wonderfull mcanes) 0ill for- « 
a | ward gocthhe with his wickednes. And | | 


) 


T \} when [udas his heart was hardned a- Mar.25,48; 
ar inſt Chriſt, there was no ſtay with Mar.14u; 
= he waked when others ſlept, be- 

'S | Cauſe he would effeR his intented trea-» \ þ 
Tt, | ſon. Itis much adoe (faith one) to ſta | 
IF | himchatrideth on the Deuill ; fo head, ' 

d, long rnane they that breake out into 
i | finne with hardned hearts, 

Let enery one take heed how hee 
at [YL breakes outinto ſinne: the ground A 


that is hard, will not ſoffer the pureſt 
ſecd to grow init z neither will an hard 
a | Heart ſuffer the celeſtiall ſeede of the | 
a= | word totake roote in it, nor the ſpirit 
Y | of God co worke vponit. And there- 
th fore when thou commeſt to heare the 
ar } word of God, which is the power of God to 
d ſaluation to exery one that beleeneth, bring Romaas, 
of | "with thee a melting heart, for if thine 
Y | 'beart be hardned, the word (which is 
"© {| the ordinary means of thy conuerſion 
Ny and ialuation) will not worke vpon 
wy K thee, 
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thee, nay, thou heareſt it to thy con-| 
demnation. And when thou feclcft any 


heate, or ſparke of Gods ſpirit, then 
preſently blow at it, and vie all good Nh 


y meanes, that thine adamantheart way} 
be pearced with the word, and opcra- * 
tion of the ſpirit. | IF 


(They breake out ) Laſtly, where the 
Prophet chargeth this people that they 
breake out by ſwearing, lying, killing, | ,. 
ſtealing, whoring , &c. I doe further | 7 
note, that there are degrees in finne, | 
and when a man 1s onceentred into af , 
bad courſe, hee cuer breakes out to ; 
worſe and worſe, vnleſſe God ſtay} 
him. As a ſpring ſends out but a ſmall, iT) 
ftreame at firſt, but the further it run- 


Tere.9.3 4 


neth , the wore {mall brookes ioyne th 

* * . — ro 
with it, till it become a greatRiver: So} 
the longer a bad man runneth on in | ,, 


finne, the more ſinnes heheapes vp to- | ; 
gether,and therefore Salomon ſayth, The & 
Prona7 14 beginning of ſtrife is 4s one that openeth the * fo 
keclus3, waters, &c. Damd makes mention of | (;. 
2% three eps of finne, walking, ſtanding, x. 


Pals and fitting downe in finne., When a co 
; man 15 reſolued tofit him downe, and | 1, 
relt in finne, then he maketh but a icft G 
of 
Q - 
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w- "| of Gods threats. The wicked and A- 
| x. theifts count three ſorts of people hap- 
od | PY> The proud (fay they) are bleſſed, they | 
that works wickedneſſe, are ſet vp, and they Mal.3.15, 
that tempt God, yea, they are delimered. See 
how Kain brake out into finne, and 
blood touched blood, 
| Firſt, Hee was angrie at his brothers [@- 
«4 erifice, then bes hated him, then hee kulled 
5» | bi, then hee was ſo blockiſh, that hee 
thought God ſawe not his ſtnne, and Ge, 4.5.2, 
therefore made alyeto God, andlaſtly, 
he deſpaired of Gods mercie. Sinne 
ay | Will grow toaſtreane, if it benot reſt- 
Y | ſtedin time. The floods of wickedneſſe (fayd 
| Dania) made mee afrayd . Sinne 1s like ppal.ca.4, 
| the ſpaune of a Fiſh, it will increaſe 
_ to a multitude. A one deepe calleth &- Phl41g, 
'0 | vother, fo one ſinne brings on ano- 
mM! ther: and as one diſeaſe of the body 
: " | (if it be not in time cured) brings in 
yu | a many moe, ſo doth one diſcaſe of the 
'” | ſoule: and as hee that hath the drop- 
of fie, when he hath drunke is the dryer 
21 | fo when a man hath entred into a bad 
a } courſe of life, for the moſt part, hee 
q breakes out with more violence, into 


linne. 
of K 2 t David 


Plal.19.62, 
Pſal.s 5418, 


2:Saman. 


Math. 26, 
70. 72+ 74, 
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Daxid was a man beloued of God, 
hee roſe cuery night at mid-night to} P 
praier, but how did he breake outfrom | ft 
one finne to other, becauſe he did not | d: 
reſiſt the firſt motions of finne 2? Firſt 
be ſaw Bethſbeba wathing her ſelfe, then 
hee luſted after her, then hee lay with 
her, then hee vſed many bad and finfull 
meanes whereby to hide his finne; and 


laſtly, hee cauſed Urias to beflaine. ar 

The like wee ſec in Peter a notable} oz 
Apoſtle of Chriſt Ieſus, ready to an- 
ſwere at euery turnez Firſt, at the de-} h: 
maund of the filly wench hee denyed} bt 
his Maſter Chriſt z then hee ſware hee} .c« 
knew him not; and laſtly, hee curſed}} / 
himſelfe, and ſware, he knew not the} of 
man, 

If God had giuen Xaingraceto hane! i 


reſiſted Gnac at firſt, he had notgrowen | ar 
to that <xtremwiry of ſinne, ni 
if Daxi4 had withſtood Sathans| 
temptations, when hee ſaw Berhſheba w 
woalhing her, he had neuer broken out* tl 
to tha- height of ſinne,as he did. }k in 
And it Peter had ftopt finne atfrſt?! it 
when it brake our by f&mple denyall,) tt! 
he had neucr ruanchcadlong to ſwea-; 
ring 


| 
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'ring and curſing, 
od, f ſuch excellent men as Dard and 
to} Peter went ſo farre, becauſe they reſi- 
om } fted not fiane at firſt, let all Gods chil. 
not | dren take heed of Sathans ſubtilty, and 
irſt} withſtand the firſt motions of ſinne, 
and cut itdowne whule it is ſprouting ; 
ithf/ for if finne and Satan getthe leaſt znter- 
full} rainment, they will till thee on from 
ind} bad to worſe, till there bee no remedy : Ma,r,q5, 
and as one deuill brought in (eauen, fo 
ble} one ſinne will bring in many. 
an- As he that runneth downe a hill can 
de-f hardly ſtay himſelfe till he come to the 
red} bottome; ſo hee that beginneth a bad 
ice} .courſe of life, can hardly ſtay his affe- 
{tions till hee come to the extreamity 
the of finne. 
It is afearefull thing to goe on from 
ne! ſinne to finne,ſfo as bloud touch bloud, 
en} andonefinne follow in the neck of a- 
nother, and therefore wee ſhould 45- 
ns! ſtaine from all appearance of exill, And As ;,Theſ 5.12, 
ba) wee are carefull not onely to auoyd 
ut* the peſtilence, 'but alſo not to come 
} {neere the clothes that are infeted with 


rſt! it; ſo let vs not oncly labour to (mo. 
Il, ther wicked motions at ficſt, but alſo 
A K 3 encn 
1g 

j 
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1 | } Ji Tudg,23 _ hate the wery garment ſporced with the | 
( | | l + Dazid and Peter being admoniſhed, 
| ' ) F Nraight wayes repented : ſo let vs de- 


V 

w1. ſtroy finne while it is young, leaſt ifit | n 
FL | take head, it deſtroy vs. |» 

4 / 
39-7 


Andas he was bleſſed that tooke the | 

P%L137.9. children of the Babilonians, and dazed VF) t 
them againſt the ſtones, ſo ſhalt thou be | # 

blefled, if thou takeſt thy ſinnes while | 3 

they are vong, and killeſt them, as it | 1 

\ 

1 

1 

{ 


were in the cradle,and deſtroyeſt them, | 
But woe to thee, if thou ſuffer thy ' 

finnes to domineere, to growe to an 

head, and to breake out, like a violent 

treame, till one blood-giltines touch | 

another, and then 1s thy flate more | 

dangerous, becauſe greeuous ſinnes | 

muſt have great repentance. 

Eſayt.159. (end blood concheth blood.) Blood is 
Dcuts17.5, not onely taken in the Scriptures for 
murther, but alſo for great and groſle 
finnes. In all ages of the world finne 
hath abounded, | nced not to ſet down 
articulers thereof, let all the bookes 

of the Bible teſtifie rhe trueth of this | 
propofition. And let vs looke to our 
iclues, in this yron age of the world, 

| and | 


— 
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ES - — we” cm > + rum - 
—_— _— 


the - 


11 


—_ FR x 


Tnditement, | 145 


\and ſee if all ſorts of people doe not al- 


ſo now breake out into finne 2 Hath 
not all fleſh now corrupted his way 
vpon earth, as in Noah his time ? Is it 
not with vs, as in Davids time? Do »ot Pſal.cs,'s; | 


| »oſt mon flatter with their lippes , and diſ- 


ſemble in their double hearts. May we not 


/ truely fav, That deceipt and guile goe not Plal.5 5a; 


out of our ſtreetes, Are not Toabs daggers, 
and [nds his kiſſes commonly put in 
practiſe among vs ? and therefore let 
vs conſider how the Prophet in the 


| next verſe, denounceth Gods iudge- 


ments againſt them, and tells them, that 
the land ſhall mourne. 


Therefore ſhall the Land mourne , and Verſe 3. 
ewery one that dwelleth therein ſhall 
bee cut off, with the beaites of the 
field, and with the foules of the hea- 
nen, and alſo the fiſhes of the Sea ſhall 
be taken away. 


His verſe containeth the fourth part 
of my former diuiſfion, namely, the 


- | ytemporall judgements of God againſt 


this people for their ſinnes. 
(Therefore (faith he) ſaall the Land 


£K 4 103047710, 
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mourne, &c. As the land is ſayd to re-'f 
Eſay 30.23: joyce, when God bleſſed it with _ 
+ £** ty; and the vallics are fayd to laugh 
3+ and ſing, when they ſtand thick with 
corne , > heere it 1s ſayd, The Land 
ſhall mourne, when God ſhall curſe it 
with barrenneſle, ter mans finne; and 
fo alſothe Prophet Eſay ſayth, The earth * 
. lamenteth , fadeth away. A fruitefull 
0. Lam, Land (faith Damd) bee maketh barren for 
, Plal107.34. 1 wickedneſſe of thens that dwell therein, 
v4 If the earth were Gold (as one ſayth)* |. 
the grafle Pearles, the trees Silver, and 
the Felds full of corne and cattell, yet 
will not God ſpare any of them for 
mans ſtane. The earth hath comely 
Cloſes, fruitefull Fieldes, Vineyards, 
Orchards, Gardens , Cities, Towers, 
Townes, and ſtately buildings, God 
will deſtroy them, and make them de- 
ſolate for mans ſinne. , 

Not onely is man puniſhed for finne, 
but alſo the Lande , and other vn- 
reaſonable and ynſenſible ereatures : 
Gee,q.1z, the Land carrieth the curſe of bryers, 
Gen,6.13, thornes, and thiſtles, for mans "may 
And as {inne increaſeth, ſo Gods curſe 
vppon the carth, and all that is there- 

= in 


Efay 2244. 


Zepb.r . 
T2 «17, 
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re-'f in likewiſe increaſeth. | 
on. In Noah his time, for mans finne, the 
gh | Land mourned,and all that dwelt there- 
ith '} jn were cut off (except onely eight 
nd erſons) with the beaſtes of the field, 
e It Roe ofthe aire, and living things on 
nd þ, the carth were deſtroyed, nothing re- 
wth 'Þ ſerued, but what was in the Arke. In 
full | Pharao his time , the waters were turned Gen.7.4. 
for | intoblood; the carth was poyſoned with 
ein, | Frogges, infeted with Flies, the Cat- Exod.7.19% 
xcll dyed with murraine, the trees, and 2% 
nd | hearbs are ſmitten with haile, their bar- ge 
yet || ly and flaxethatſhould feed and cloath g,,qg,,, 
for | them,weredeſtroyed for their ignes. ry. ut» 
ely When Sax! was commanded to de- 
ds, V(ſRtroy Amalcch, he was charged notonly 3% 15- 
rs, | to killman, but alſo ſheepe, oxen, and * 
od | euery liuing thing, man, and bealtes, | 
le- | foules, and fifhes, trees, and fruites Zeph.r.z, 

of the carth were puniſhed for mans lere.7.20. 
ne, finne. And heere wee ſee, when the 19c141-18. 
nN- + finnes of Ifracl were red ripe, and the 
$: | bags of their iniquitie ſcaled vp, then 
rs, | muſt the poore' harmeleſle creatures 
ne. Ji} alſo ſmart tor it. 


rſe | Sinnemaketh God tocut downe all : 
re- |» As an carthly King doth not onely 
2 B | puniſh 
| 4 
Wy A 
a — Sf 
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uniſh a rebell with death, but alſo ta. !} 
keth away his Land: fo doth Coe al. | 

ſo puniſh man for finne, in his com- 

modities, See how odivus f1qne 14 be 

fore God, Thou ſeeſt peſtilence, and 

plagues among men, ſo as the very 

ſtones in many Citics and Townes, 

where God hath hot his arrowes tor 'P) 

finne, hauc ſcemed to mourne and la- | 
ment their ſolitarineſſe, beeing growen 
euer with graſle, as the plaine field, 

knowe it is for tay finne, Thou ſeeſt+ 
murraines of Cattle, rots of Shcepe, 
vnſcaſonable weather , deftroving the 
Corne, and increaſe of the carth, thy 
—__- ſinnes are the cauſeofit. Then mayelt 
529.24 thou ſay with David, Its I that hawe ſin- 
'T* ned, yea I hane done wickedlyz but theſe 

ſheepe what haue they done ? 

And laſtly, whereas the Lord threat- 
neth, that the Land of 7udea ſhould || ( 
mourne, and all things therein ſhould / y 
be deſtroyed, becauſe there was no mer- * þ 
fie, nor truth, nor knowledge of God in the || v 
Land : but by ſwearing, lying, killing, ſtea- 4 

V 
ſ 


ling, and whoring, they breake out, and blood 
touched blood. Let vs looke into our 


ſclues , was there cucr more want of 
mecercie 


— 
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a- !F) mercie among the lewes, then among 
l. } vs? Is notcharity key-cold, and cuen 
N- froz:n amongſt vs? Arenot ſwearing, 
"os killing, lying, ſtealing,and whoring too 
id rife ? Are not the holy things of the 
ry {} Lord prophaned among vs ? ls not 


Ss, | the Lords Supper recciued of many 
or | without care of examining themſelues, 


a» | or any conſcience of making difference 
en of the Lords body ? Is nor the blefled 
d, {| word, by ſome made a cloake to couer 
e(t+ | heir finnes? And, to lap vp all in a 
'e, word, are not our finnes ready to pull 
he } downe Gods vengeance vppon our 
ny | heads? 
eſt Let vs then humble our ſclues by 
m- jj (hearty repentance, and breake off the 
eſe | courſe of ſinne betirnes, and then God 
wall remooue his tudgeinents. 
at- | Let vs turne from our finnes, and z,q,. 
Id || God in mercy will turne to vs. God Exck.1s.3. 
Id 7 would not the death of ſinners; yea, 3b. 
er. | he expoſtulacteth with vs , or rather 


the 1 wooes vs to himſelte, Why will ye die, 0 
ea- | yehouſe of Tael? 
od 'f { But except we leaue off finning, let 


ur | vs bee ſure God will not leaue puni- , 
of 4 ſhing : If we continue in fianing, Gods 
clic hand 

E >, * 

4 


Iered 57+ 


Tob 23. 21. 


22, 23s 


Tudg.:0, 


12, 13, 


Dang.,24+ 


150 A Sinners 
hand will be till tretched out againſt 


vs, and as our finnes increale, ſo will he 
ſend new iudgemeuts vpon vs. Let vs 
then make an end of finning, and God 
will haue done with affliting. 

Sinneis like a ſurfeit,it mu{t needs be 
remooued, bcfore any medecine can 


preuaile, 1f you amend and redr+(ſc your f 


waies, and your workss ({aith the Lord ) 
then will I let you dwell in this land ; Father 
repent, or no favour with G-O D. 


Wee muſt acq”aint our ſelues with}. 


G O D, beat peace with him, receaue 
his words, lay them vp in our hearts, 
and returne w the Almizhty , and 
then the Lord will deale mercifully 
wath vs. 


When the weather is vaſeaſonable, ' 


It 's a common thing amongſt countrey 
pcople, tobe qui 

changeth the CMoone ? But rather aske, 
When changelt thou thy heart? The 
rizht way to appeaſe Gods wrath, is to 
calt out the G:beonites: and if we would 
haue Gods wrath turned away, wemult 


caſt out our finances. Entertaine the} 


counlell of Damel, Breake off your ſinnes 


by rightcouſncs, and yoar iniquities by mer- | 
cre 


inueto know, When | 


/ 
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cie towards the poore. If we doe this, God 
will be our Sunne and ſvield, he will give vs Plalmts 
grace, and glory, he will with-hold no 94114 
thmg from vs, nor ſuffer emill things to 
vs, and then the controverhe or quar- 
rell which the Lord hath with vs (fer 
finne) will be ſoone ended. Then will 
the Lord bleſſe vs, ſhew vs thelight of 
his countenance, and be mercifull 
vato vs; which God for his 
mercie ſake in Chriſt 
Icſus grauns. 
Amen. 


Trin-vm Deo gloria. 


FINIS. 


